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1. Introduction

The concept of food security in the earlier times Particulag]y, .
concentrated upon building up national or global leve] f{,ﬂ}:im I
highlighted the importance of the physical avaiia!}ilir}r f "
(Frankenberger and Maxwell, 1992). Thus in the 197 i fw‘
was undgrsmud as the availability at all times of adequat  lood ey
foodstuffs’ (UN, 1975). However the concept has unger e Pyl
::-:E;fili';fﬂ[lq?ni-ill fecent years. Amartya Sen (1981) ad dedﬂﬂne |
45 ;$:411fo:1!’1:![?: and erlnphlasi?.ed access’ to food thmug?x [::htdm
in the marl;» d ":{J'I'I'||:r|r|ax|u" of what one can prod - th-":i
F e, along with the state Pibduce and exia
x".nl.|:Ilfb':--L’vl:p.te:|ll_J!r-F Sen and athar o or other sﬂClﬂﬂ}' pProvided Sligpe
ud.["'-"!uafﬂ nourishment ap ad:c llulﬂrs Pht much stress on the aspecs
i‘m‘_ﬂf"ﬁf ¥ there has beep, 4 bff: fe hFahhf"E_f‘S in achieving food seoe
security, and the 19gs World Fﬂﬂ?iafﬂlal shift in the understanding o
Summit declared, ‘Food security !

A0, 1996),
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icro finance through Self-Help Grou
%onaidered as an

Important tool of
and employment generation

Srivastava, 2005). The SHG Model has r

; egistered a tremendous
success in meeting various needs of the vulnerable sections of the
society. The access to credit through SHG

S has also helped women
to meet their consumption as well as production needs (

Galab and
Chanderasekhar, 2003). “But the question that is being raised with
increasing frequency in recent times is whether this mode of

providing financial services to people of small means is sustainable”
(Srinivasan, 2008). Despite its widespread outreach, triumphant

savings mobilization and credit disbursements and high loan
repayment rates, sustainability of self-help groups has not been clear
and comprehensive. To avail persistent benefit from micro finance
groups in financial intermediation, group sustainability has wider
concern for donor agencies, practioners, policy makers and

Ps (SHGs) is
Poverty reduction
for the poor (Basy and
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Intﬁ:ﬂ:lu-l:ﬁ'ﬂ“
heen formed that SHGs under SHG-Bank Linkage

A widespread impression has 1 1

Maodel, when linked to banks form custainable model for providing accessto financial
services for India’s low income families. The general perception, reinforced by many
hankers themselves, is that S [G;s are profitable clients for banks, and that SHGs arethe
vehicles through which banks can most effectively reach out into rural communities.
1< about the sustainability of the SHGs as a

However, fundamental guestion remail
model for the supply of micro credit to low income families (Christen, 2003). Despite its
widespread outreach, triumphant savings mobilisation and credit disbursements and

high loan repayment rates, sustainability of self-help groups has not been clear and
comprehensive. To avail persistent benefit from micro finance groups in financial
intermediation, group sustainability is having wider concern in donor agencies,
practitioners, policy makers and academicians (Shetty and Madheswaran, 2008).
?uhtainal:lrjlily of SHGs both at institutional and financial level is a prerequisite condition
]'::; Exxiﬁﬁfuw impact of micro finance on the lives of the poor (Shetty and
 The literature on the sustainability of SHGs is very limited and those which
are
H&Eﬁwﬁaw 1“"351[15* D?;;iressm the theoretical aspects of group suslail'_la!ﬂ“ﬁ'
(2008) etc. have ﬁ!ﬂuﬁt[mu'lth - Thanka {lﬂﬂ?].ﬂ?u{lﬂﬂﬂ, Schreiner [199'?}-3_5'1“_5?"'
withoutrealy going for itsm conceptual and policy related issues of SHG sustainsbi®
Research (2008) has tr casurement aspects. National Council of Applied Econo™
ki ¢ tried to measure group sustainabili : drop-out
€ group members and repg oup sustainability only in terms of dro
Mol and Syt o0t Of loan but has ignored the other importa™
g & methodolog, f;T RE roosent paves aiomgpin 1o 8 PR s
e of thirty SHGs under NABARD sponsored S
L into the issue of sustainability
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Abstract

The studies carried out on human development issue so far
throw light only at macro level but remain silent about rural
household based human development. The present paper is an
attempt to develop a rural household based human development
index. which would be of great help in measuring household
based human development in rural areas. A primary survey of
90 households is also conducted in Nitainagar village of
Hailakandi district of Assam to look into the status of human
development for rural households empirically. The empirical
findings indicate that the level of human development is very
poor in the village and there exist a strong inter household
variation in the level of human development. It is also found
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| ’"ﬂ m services that are important for local, regional, national
tional well-being in the context of sustainability. The hill areas,
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