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Gender issues are vital subject for discussson to the scholars and medla in the contemporany world. Media
nesd 1o address senous issues aboul expholtation and unaqual traatment 1o ihae women in the diflerent
spheres of the society. This book is a readictic and rational endeavar to highlight some of the important
aspects with regard 1o Indian Women and their righis. This book is a compendium of conferénce papars,
during a two-day National Conference on “Media and Women: Different Emerging Perspactives in the
Way of Development” on March 15-18, 2013 organired by the Department of Mass Communication
under Abanindranaln Tagore School of Creative Arts and Communication, Assam University Sdchar,
Assam. India. This two-day Conferencs has been an efiort to penetrale deep info the vanous challanges
faced by Indian women and the role of media in this. The conference has highlighted the various problems
and chalenges faced by women wilh respecl i media and tried 1o give solulions and ramadhEs Similarly
the conlerence has also hghlighted the ways in wiich media has helped Indian women. Thas, presanting
an overall relationship between meadia and woman in India :

The baok has been concluded into six chaplers aicoming ba the discussian on the sub fhemes ol the
Conference as foflows: 1) Representation of Wome and Gonder Ixsues m Medlia, 2} Gander, Violenca
Hurman Rights and Meadia, 3) Gendar Liscnmination, Media Technology and Women Empowarment, 4)
Madis. Literacy and Women at Decision Making 51 Stalus of Women in Media and &) Media and Femenist
Parspeciive

This ook has tried bo bring ol divarse =_|1|_'|;_|[|I'I:'-: gnd approaches towards women and medis ISsues [raam
all paris of the counry, India. iLis o comprehsnsive affor to highlight tha vanaus crbcal perspactyes of
miedia in the way of development a5 Wel 35 WO S Mmp O nd

Mary eminent media scholars and researcnirs 4t Over inclia hawe contributed to this ook by giving down
the culeome of their research and analysis on vared subjects. Rope this book will be of great wse b the
researchers, scholars, odd and new media leamers, planners and policy makers pariculary in formulating
medis policies and programmes for women emancipstion and empowerment. The book will pravide deep
insights 1o the gumalists, social activisis about the ground reality in order to understand the granity of the
situation and real status of womean in indian Socaty

Prof. (Dr.) Gyan Prakash Pandey is Dean of Abanindrangth Tagore School of Crestive Arts and
Communication Studies and also Head of Dept. Of Mass Communication, Assam Ceniral Linfversity,
Siichar. Hie has compleed his higher education and Doctarate Degres from Banaras Hindu Limiesity,
varanasl. Prod. Pandey has several nationally scolaimied nocks 10 his credit besides having a good number
of research papers published in Matonal and Intarnational research journals. He has aftended & good
numbar of national and imemabonal seminars and confarances, where he has contribuled researnch papers
and have chaired technical sessions. Hes mnovalive reseancies on snexplored areas have been widely
accisimed by the academia. Prod. Pandey has several nafional and Intematonal awards for bis scademic
scholarship as well as s glorious conbributions i the fisld of journsalism educaton, Presenty ho s 8
membes of Court and Exacutive council of Assam Central Universay Silchar, Ha is associated wilh vans
universities and prestigious institutions such as UGC, UPSC and IIPA, New Delhl Prof. Fandey i5 also
Project Director of Majos (OSSR Research Project and Visitor's nomines of ather cantral university. He has
nroduced naary 20 Ph.D. Reseanch Scho +r5 and also completad twe WGC Major Research Projects

Dr. Payel Das, is presenlly 8 Postdociorsl Feliow of ICSSR, New Dalht and wirking in tho Deparmant of
Mass Communication, &ssam University, Silchar, Assam, India unoer the superision of Prof. G.P, Pandey
Dr, Payel Das, holds a Ph.D degree in Mass Communication from Assam University, Silchar. Her research
work has been in gender and media shedies, She has many research publications to her cradit, Apar from
these she ks an active iheatre worker and organizes and work (o0F many sneel plays and puppet shows In the
rural areas on social themes

Or. Charu Joshi, is presently a Posidoctoral FeSow of ICSSR, Mew Delhi and warking i the Degadment of
Kass Communication, Asssm Linversity Silchar Assam, India under the superyvision of Prof. GR Panday.
O Chary Jashi. hodds & Ph D degres in Mass Communication irom Assam University, Silchar, Her resaan
work includes feminiam, women empowerment and Indian Soap Cperas. She has many research
publications to her credil
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Media Needs to Engage More With Issues of
Human Development
Prof. G. P. Pandey

Introduction

Media as one of the pillars of demacracy has many roles in the saclety. It plays a vital rale in moulding
the opinion of the society and it is capable of changing the whole viewpaoint through which peaple
perceive various events, The media can be commended for starting a trend where it plays an active
rale in bringing the accused to book.

Theliberty of the mediais the palladium of all the civil, political, and religious rights. This right is very
important at the stage of the formation of the government. Democracy cannot survive without this
right. Media as the fourth pillar of democracy, exercise this right of freedom of speech and
expressian. The media have also played a traditional watchdog and gadfly role, in investigating
misbehavior by politicians and officials and private business, a role traditionally summarized as
“ramforting the afflicted and afflicting the comfortable ™ Tha media is thus a crucial instrument of
accountabifity, in addition to being an instrument of communication. A free press and free media
rank along with an independent judiciary as one of the two institutions that can serve as powerful
counter forces to corruption in public and private life. Freedom of the press is the freedom of
communication and expression through vehicles including various electronic media and published
materials,

Im India, media played an important role during the struggle for freedom. The media not only played
@ significant rale in creating a feeling of national integration and solidarity among the people but
also comtributed to the social change and development. The print media pave voice to the
aspirations, demands and problems and held strong affinity with the readers. The importance of
print media in particutar has been enhanced by the role of the press n India's struggle for freedom.
Afterindependence, the maln challenge before the press was the political and developmental news
and sensitizing readers about the various sotial and developmental issues, In a dermocracy, media
plays a significant role in bringing about social change, as it is considered an integral part of
democracy, For the proper functioning of demecracy, free media Is essential for representing public
interest. The liberty of press and demaocracy goes hand - in - hand {Keane, 1951},

The press or media acts as a watchdog of democracy. In the post-Independence period the Indian
press has played a vital role in restraining corruption and injustice in the nation, The press is also
imstrumental in arpusing the general public's Iinterest in the government and its operations.
Howewer, like everything else, there is a flip side to this as well, Over the last few yvears, vellow
fournalism has been rampant in Indian press, which has led to widespread misconducts in the
nation.
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Impact of Television
Advertisements on Adolescents: A
Study of Silchar Town of Assam

G. P. Pandey”

Abstract

TV advertising plays a significant role in changing the consumer
behavior. Advertisements attract the young people and constantly
rermnind them of different products and thereby motivate them to buy
them. Advertisers target the vulnerable adolescents and make use
of various appeals soasto persuade them to acquire certain products.
Some of the advertised products may not be a necessity but a luxury.
The ideas as well as the visuals that advertisements spread hold a
great sway over social norms. With the ever-increasing role of
advertising in society, itis essential to have an understanding of the
positive as well as negative impact of advertisements among the
adolescents as advertising is an affective medium of communication.
This research tries to dig out the impact of television adverfisements
on adolescents of Silchar town of Assam.

introduction

In today's media-dominated society, everyone is bombarded
with media messages including advertisements directed at specifically
targeted audiences. Advertising has become an indispensable
medium of communication with the users of varied products and
services. The field of advertising is continuously evolving as brands
rely on the mass media to achieve certain objectives like increasing
sales, connecting with the audience, spreading knowledge and

Head and Dean, Department of Mass Communication, Assam University,
Silchar

92
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In & democratic politics] system, the media iz often entrusted with the
responsibility of gusrding the rights of the people. As such, it is egsential to
critically look at its role and functions in our present secio-political context

This book represents a comprehensive analysis of the followlng core
issues: the role of the media in educating, protecting and promoting
hurman rights; the challenges facing the medis and human rights; human
rights reporting and coverage; and the media's role during violations of
human rights, especially with regards to women. The book also contains
suggestions and measures to increase awaremess on human rights,
Furthermaore, it discusses the existing discourse of human rights and the
muodia in India, Nepal and Bangladesh,
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the Department of Mass Communication at Azsam University, India, He
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Education at the Ministry of Human Hesouree Development, New Dalhi,
India. He has several publications to his credit, including a book which
was awarded the Bharatendu Harishchandra prize by the Ministry of
[nformation and Broadeasting of the Government of India,
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PhD} in Mass Communication. Her research work includes advertising
women's empowerment and Indian soap operas
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Having also worked as Assistant Director under the avward-winning
director, Shri Joshy Joszeph, {or the Kolkata Films Division, she has
produced and directed several documentary films for Doordarshan,
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