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Publisher’s Note

The book takes a fresh look into the enormoy,
contribution made by Sister for the uplift of the society throy oh
her enlightened spiritual attainment coupled with the
amalgamation of the core spiritual values of India. Th,

- multidimensional personality dedicated her life to the cause
of the freedom struggle, emancipation of the downtrodden
and women’s education and empowerment, among others,

The trilingual volume is a collection of articles written by
socially conscious and spiritually aware authors, well
acquainted with the Sister’s life and work. Efforts have been
made to touch all major aspects of this multifaceted personality
and a sensitive soul for providing continued inspiration for
the days to come to all strata of the social fabric.

I take this opportunity to state that the reason behind
publishing articles in three languages is to ensure that the

legacy of this great soul can reach and inspife a larger rangé
of readers.

P. C. Bhattacharjee
Director (RAC) VKIC

@ Sister Nivedita - The Pathfinder

B
b
B

” S'ca'nned with CamScanner



English Section:

» “Expansion is Life and Contraction is Death”
~ Swami Vivekananda
Sister Nivedita lived her life

to uphold and glorify this truth P, ], Brahmachary 1
« Practical Vedanta for the Youth ~ Dr. Ananya Awasthi 11
+ Sister Nivedita and India Ranajit Kr. Biswas 17
+ Sister Nivedita -

A Paragon Social Activist Dr. Purnendu Shekhar Das 22
« Sister Nivedita Tapash Sankar Dutta 28
« Sister Nivedita:

The Dedicated Soul Dr. Nirmali Barman 38
« Sister Nivedita and her Spirit '

of Nationalism Pradyut Kr. Mazumdar 52

+ Nivedita's Philosophy of
Education - The Path to Wisdom  Neeladeep Kr. Chakraborty 55

& Sister Nivedita =

The Unsung Legend Suman Sarmah 65
+ Sister Nivedita as a Writer . P. V. Ramesan 73
+ Sister Nivedita: A Soul Dedicated

to the Cause of India Dr. Joyati Chakravarty 81
+ Sister Nivedita and her Contribution

for Women Education in India Nilima Bhattacharjee 88
% Bhagini Nivedita — her Contribution towards

Indian Women and Society ~ Mukta Das Paul 93
# Nivedita’s School and National

Education in India Dr. Saraju Das 96

% Blissful experience in Roy Villa
the place where Sister Nivedita

breathed her last Prof. Mukta Biswas 101
* Sister Nivedita’s Thoughts
on Education Dr. Vandana Mahajani 107

Sister Nivedita — The Pathfinder

Scanned with CamScanner



Gister Nivedita:
The Dedicated Soul

Dr. Nirmali Barman*

Sister Nivedita was a lasting bestowal of Swami
Vivekananda to India. The word “‘Nivedita’ means ‘the
dedicated one.” On March 25, 1898 Swami Vivekananda gave
Miss Margaret Noble the name ‘Nivedita’ when he initiated
her into the vow of Brahmacharya. If we analyse Nivedita's
whole life we find that she was dedicated to the Truth. She
was also devoted to Vedanta, her Guru Swami Vivekananda,

and to her adopted country India with the noble ends of India’s
uplift and independence.

Sister Nivedita was born at Dungannon, County Tyrone
at Ireland on October 28, 1867. She was brought up as an
Englishwoman and educated in a typical English way. She
developed an inquisitive mind from her childhood and
received her education at Halifax College, run by the Chapel
of the Congregationalist Church. She was greatly influenced
by the new education method of Pestalozzi and Frogbel and
asanardentsupporter of the New Education Movement that

Sister Niveditg — The Pathfinder
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was prevailing at that time in England. Her father, Samuel
Richmond Noble, was a Minister of the Church and her mother

was Mary Isabel. Her maternal grandfather participated in the
Home Rule Movement for Ireland. It is essentially through
her father and her grandfather that she inherited her
“inclination of service to the people with a characteristic touch

of her own personality. Her father, unfortunately, passed away
at the early age of thirty four.

Gister Nivedita: An Ardent Seeker of Truth

Another important dimension of Sister Nivedita’s
personality was that she had been experiencing a deep and
desperate anguish in regard to her religious aspiration. She
had inherited a religious temperament from her pious father
and mother who were devoted Christians, but her questioning
mind always hated the sanctimonious mimicry. She found no
solace in any dogma that was stereotyped, mechanical and
recitative. Many of the Christian doctrines appeared to her to
be customary and trite and this at times made her audacious
in her enquiries about God and religion in general. Describing
her early struggle she said in one of her lectures in Bombay in
1902, “I was born and bred an Englishwoman and up to the
age of eighteen I was trained and educated as English girls
are. Christian religious doctrines were of course, early instilled
into me. But after the age of eighteen I began to harbor doubts
as to the truth of Christian doctrines. Many of them began to
seem to be false and incompatible with truth. These doubts
grew stronger and stronger and at the same time my faith in
Christianity tottered more and more.” She again said, “For
seven years [ was in this wavering state of mind, very unhappy
and yet very eager to seck the truth.” At that time in 1892 she

sister Nivedita — The Pathfinder
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Swami Vivekananda in the Vision of
Sri Aurobindo

Nirmali Barma

Swami Vivekananda and Sri Aurobindo were the
inspiration figures of the Indian Renaissance in the modern
era. They contributed most to the regeneration of the Indian
mind-set and the consequent reflowering of the Indian
culture and tradition. Swami Vivekananda was born in 1863,
January 12 and passed away in July 4, 1902 in his 39th year.
Sri Aurobindo was born on 15th August 1872 and passed
away on December 5, 1950, when he was 78 years old.

Swami Vivekananda described his life’s work as
follows: ‘To put the Hindu ideas into English and then make
out of dry philosophy and intricate mythology and queer
startling psychology, a religion which shall be easy, simple,
popular and at the same time meet the requirement of the
highest minds- is a task only those can understand who have
attempted it. The dry Advaita must become living - poetic-
in everyday life; out of hopelessly intricate mythology must
come concrete moral forms; and out of bewildering Yogism
must come the most scientific and practical psychology-
and all this must be put in a form so that a child may grasp it.
That is my life’s work.” (Complete Works of Swami

|
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Commemoration Volume

vivekananda Vol. V, Mayavati Memorial Ed, 1977 p. 104)

Swami Vivekananda brought home to the outside
world to show how superior was the pattern of Indian
thought and how unique was the Hindu religion. In his
famous address to the Chicago, World’s Parliament of
Religions in September 1893, he expounded the essence of
Indian civilization and culture with unmatched eloquence
and clarity: ‘I am proud to belong to a religion which has
taught the world both tolerance and universal acceptance,
we believe not only in universal toleration but we accept all
religions as true. I am proud to belong to a nation which has
sheltered the persecuted and the refugees of all religions
and all nations of the earth...’

At the concluding remarks at the Valedictory Session
Swami Vivekananda said, ‘Ifthe Parliament of Religions has
shown anything to the world, it is this: It has proved to the
world that holiness, purity and charity are not the exclusive
possessions of any Church in the world, and that every
system has produced men and women of the most exalted
character. In the face of this evidence, if anybody dreams of
the exclusive survival of his own religion and the
destruction of the others, I pity him from the bottom of my
heart, and point out to him that upon the banner of every
religion will soon be written in spite of resistance —"Help
and not Fight”, “Assimilation and not Destruction”,
“Harmony and Peace and not Dissension.” (C.W of S. V Vol
Ip.24)

Swami Vivekananda attempted to do all his lifetime:

I)  To rouse the religious consciousness of the

people and create in them pride in their cultural

71
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