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Assam University, Silchar 

MA (History) 

 

Course Structure and 

Syllabi for 

Credit Base Choice System (CBCS)  
(Revised in March 2015) 

[ 

 

1st Semester 

 

101 – Historiography 

102 – Pre and Proto-history   
103 – History of Medieval India (1206-1526 CE)  

104 – History of Modern India (1757-1857 CE)   
105 – Age of Pre-Industrial Societies  
 
 
 

2nd Semester 

 

201 – History of Ancient India (6th century BCE to 7th century CE)**  

202 – History of Medieval India (1526-1750 CE)  
203 – History of Modern India (1858-1950 CE)** 

204 – Age of Mercantilism  
205 – History of Environment 
 

** Open Choice Courses 
 
 

(SPECIALISATION)  

HISTORY OF ANCIENT INDIA 

(A) 

 

3rd Semester 

 

301(A/1) – Society and Culture in Ancient India (up to 6th century CE)  

302(A/1) – History of Ancient India (7th to 12th century CE)  
303(A/1) – Principles and Methods of Archaeology  

303(A/2) – Underwater Archaeology  
304(A/1) – Epigraphy and Palaeography  

305(A/1) – Religion in Ancient India 
 
 
 

4th Semester 

 

401(A/1) – Social and Economic History of India (7th to 12th century CE)  

402(A/1) – Indian Art and Architecture  
403(A/1) – Museology 

403(A/2) – Maritime History of India  

404(A/1) – Archaeology of Northeast India  

404(A/2) – Ethno-archaeology 

405(A/1) – Dissertation  
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(SPECIALISATION) 

HISTORY OF MEDIEVAL INDIA 

(B) 

 

3rd Semester 

 

301 (B/1) – State and Polity Formation  
302 (B/1) – State in Medieval India: Culture, Science and Technology  

303 (B/1) – State in Medieval India: Society and Economy  
304 (B/1) – State in Medieval India: Institutions and Governance  

305 (B/1) – State, Society and Economy: Eighteenth Century India 
 
 
 

4th Semester 

 

401 (B/1) – History of Medieval India: South India (1350-1565 CE)  

402 (B/1) – History of Northeast India (1200-1800 CE)  
403 (B/1) – Trade and Commerce in Indian Ocean (15th to 16th century CE)  

404 (B/1) – Trade and Commerce in Indian Ocean (17th to 18th century CE)  

405 (B/1) – Dissertation 

 

 

(SPECIALISATION)  

HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA 

(C) 

 

3rd Semester 

 

301(C/1) – Economic History of India (1757-1950 CE)  
302(C/1) – Indian Nationalism 

303(C/1) – Gender in History  
304(C/1) – Peasant Movement in India 

304(C/2) – Partition of India (1946-1950 CE) 

305(C/1) – History of Northeast India (1824-1900 CE) 
 
 
 

4th Semester 

 

401(C/1) – Society and Culture in the 19th Century  

402(C/1) – History of Northeast India (1900-1950 CE)  

402(C/2) – Age of Imperialism and Colonialism  
403(C/1) – Disease, Medicine and Public health in Modern India  

403(C/2) – Caste and Tribes in Indian History 

404(C/1) – Age of Nations and Nationalism      
404(C/2) – Sub-nationalist Movements in Post Colonial India  

404(C/3) – Secessionism and Insurgency in Northeast India  

405(C/1) – Dissertation  
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Course No. 101: Historiography 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Concept of History, Nature of History, Is past History? 10 1.2 

 Blochian concept of History, Materialist Concept of   

 History   
    

Unit - II Debates: Objectivity in History, Causation in History, 10 1.2 

 Biography as History, and History as Social Science   
    

Unit - III Historiography: Greco-Raman Historiography, 10 1.2 

 Theocentric History writing, History writing during   

 renaissance and Reformation, Berlin Revolution (Hegel,   

 Neiubhur, Ranke), Fatalistic School, Berlin Revolution,   

 18th Century Scottish History, Whig School, Namierite   

 School, Annales: From Febrre to Ladurie, Marxist School   

 : From Karl Marx to E.P. Thompon   
    

Unit - IV History writing in India: Ancient Medieval and Modern 10 1.2 
    

Unit - V Recent Trends: Ethno History, Social History, Subaltern 10 1.2 

 History, Post Modern History, Post-Colonial History   
    

 

Suggested Readings: 
 
Arthur, Marwick (1989) Nature of History, Macmillan. 

Carr, E.H. (1972) What is History, Macmillan.  
Keith, Jenkins (1995) On what is History, Routledge. 

Quentin, Skemaeir (ed.) (1991) The Return of Guard Theory in Social Sciences, OUP. 

Tosh, John (1991) The Pursuits of History, London. 
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Course No. 102: Pre and Proto-history 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Evolution of man: Origin, evolution and migration 10 1.2 
    

Unit - II Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Stone tool types and 10 1.2 

 technology, Settlement and Social Formation   
    

Unit - III Neolithic: Stone tool types and technology, Settlement 10 1.2 

 and Social Formation   

 Early Food Production: West, East and Southeast Asia   
    

Unit - IV Chalcolithic Culture: Ahar, Jorwe, Kaytha, and Malwa 10 1.2 
    

Unit - V Indus Civilization: Early, Mature and Late Harappan 10 1.2 
    

 

Suggested Readings: 
 
Child, Gorden (1964) What Happened in History, Penguin. 

Clark, Wobid (1971) Prehistory: A New Outline, OUP.  
Forde,Daeyle (1963) Habital, Economy and Society, London. 

Redfield, E. The Primiture World & Its Transformation. 
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Course No. 103: History of Medieval India (1206-1526) 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Early Conquest: India before invasions; the Ghazni and 10 1.2 

 Ghori invasions; Alberuni’s observation of India   

    

Unit - II Ilbaris  (1206-1290):  Expansion  under  Aibak  and 10 1.2 

 Iltutmist; the Chalisa; the new regime under Balbans;   

 Barani’s conception of state and kingship   

    

Unit - III Khaljis (1290-1320): the Khalji ‘Revolution’; expansion 10 1.2 

 under Alauddin; Alauddin reforms; Mongol invasions   

    

Unit - IV Tughlugs (1320-1414): expansion under Tughlugs; 10 1.2 

 Muhamad Bin Tughlugs experiments and its   

 consequences; Feruz administrative reforms and his   

 religious policy   

    

Unit - V Sayyids and Lodhis (1414-1526) 10 1.2 

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Ahmad, Aziz (1999) Studies in Islamic Culture in the Indian Environment, New 

Delhi. Eaton, R.M. (2000) Essays on Islam and Indian History, New Delhi.  
Eaton, R.M. (2003) Indian Islamic Traditions, 711-1750, New Delhi. 

Eaton, R.M. (1997) The Rise of Islam and the Bengal Frontier, 1204-1760, New Delhi. 

Grewal, J.S. (2005) The State and Society in Medieval India, New Delhi. 

Habib, Irfan (ed.) (1992) Medieval India: Researches in the History of India, 1200-1750, Delhi. 

Habib, Irfan (ed.) (2007) Religion in Indian History, New Delhi. 

Habib, Irfan (2008) Medieval India: The Study of a Civilization, New Delhi.  
Habib, M. and K.A. Nizami (ed.) (1974) A Comprehensive History of India, vol. v (The Delhi 

Sultanate), New Delhi.  
Habib, M. (1974) Politics and Society during the Early Medieval Period, New Delhi. 

Habibullah, M. (1961) The Foundation of Muslim Rule in India, Allahabad. 

Hussain, Yusuf (1957) Glimpses of Medieval Indian Culture, New Delhi.  
Jackson, P. (1999) Delhi Sultanate: A Political and Military History, Cambridge. 

Nizami, K.A. (1961) Some Aspects of Religion and Politics in India during the Thirteenth 

Century, Aligarh. 

Tripathi, R.P. (1974) Some Aspects of Muslim Administration, Allahabad. 
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Course No. 104 : History of Modern India (1757-1857 CE)  

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I The Establishment of British Rule in Bengal 1757-1765 10 1.2 

 Plassey   

 The Road to Buxar   

 The Assumption of Diwani and Duel Government   

 The Government of the East India Company under the   

 Regulations Act of 1773   

 The administration of the East India Company under   

 Warren Hastings   

 Administration under Cornwallis   

    

Unit - II British Relations with Oudh, Hyderabad, Mysore and 10 1.2 

 the Marathas   

    

Unit - III The Sikh Kingdom: 10 1.2 

 Creation of the Kingdom of the Punjab under Ranjit   

 Singh   

 The nature of its polity, political crisis after Ranjit Singh   

    

Unit - IV British Relations with Burma, Afghanistan, Nepal 10 1.2 

 Annexation of Sind   

 Two Punjab wars and the annexation of the Punjab   

 Annexation under the doctrine of Lapse   

 Annexation of Oudh   

    

Unit - V The Rebellion of 1857-1885: Causes, spread and failure, 10 1.2 

 Theories of the Rebellion   

    

 

Suggested Readings:  

 

Arnold, E. (1861) Dalhousies’s Administration of British in India, London. 

Bayg, L.A. (--) Indian Society and the Making of British Empire. 

Curringhom, J.D. (1969) History of the Sikhs, Oxford.  
Dodwell, H.H. (1920) Dupleix and Clive, London. 

Kaye, J.W. (1851) History of the War in Afghanistan, IV Volume, London. 

London, P. (1928) History of Nepal, 2 vol., London. 

Lyall, A. (1894) British Dominion in India, 3rd ed., London. 

Pemple, J. (1928) The Invasion of Nepal 2 vol, London. 

Robert, P.E. (1952) History of British India, 3rd ed., Oxford.  
Spear, Pereival (1965) Oxford History of Modern India 1740-1947, Oxford. 

Thompson, E. and Garratts, T. (1934) Rise and Fulfilment of British Rule in India, London. 
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Course No. 105 : Age of Pre-Industrial Societies 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Theories of Feudalism; Transition from antiquity to 10 1.2 

 Feudalism; tribal migration and process of state   

 formation in Western Europe   

    

Unit - II Societies: Emergence of Serfdom; stratification in the 10 1.2 

 class of landlords, stratification in the class of peasants;   

 roles and obligations of landlords and peasants   

    

Unit - III Economy: process of production; technological change; 10 1.2 

 rise of population, and commerce, urbanization   

    

Unit - IV Polity: Feudal Polity in Western Europe, Rise of 10 1.2 

 Absolutist monarchy   

    

Unit - V Decline of Feudalism in Western Europe; Debates on the 10 1.2 

 Transition from feudalism to capitalism   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 
Blach, Mark (--) Land and work in Medieval Europe. 

Bloch, March (1952) Feudal Society, vol. I-II, London. 

Hill, Christopher (1950) Puritanism and Revolution, Penguins. 

Mush, M.L. (1972) Social Orders & Social Classes in Europe since 1500, London. 
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2nd Semester 

 

Course No. 201 : History of Ancient India (6th century BCE to 7th century CE) 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Introduction, Sources – literary and archaeological 10 1.2 

    

Unit - II Mahajanapadas, Mauryan Empire, Invasion of 10 1.2 

 Alexander   

    

Unit - III Shunga, Indo-Greeks, Kushana, Satavahanas, 10 1.2 

 Kshatrapas   

    

Unit - IV Guptas 10 1.2 

    

Unit - V Post Gupta, Harshvardhan 10 1.2 

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Allchin, Raymond and Bridget, Allchin (1997) Origins of a Civilization: The Prehistory and 

Early Archaeology of South Asia, Viking, New Delhi. 

Das, A.C., Rigvedic Culture.  
Kausambi, D.D., The Culture and Civilisation of Ancient India. 

Majumdar, R.C. (ed.) The Vedic Age.  
Majumdar, R.C. and A.S. Altekar, The Vakataka Gupta Age. 

Majumdar, R.C. The Classical Age. 

Mookerjee, R.K., The Gupta Empire.  
Pandey, G.C., Foundation of Indian Culture (Dimension of ancient Indian Social History). 

Raychowdhury. H.C., Political History of Ancient India.  
Thapar, Romila (1979) Ancient Indian Social History: Some Interpretations, Orient 

Longmen, New Delhi. 
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Course No. 202 : History of Medieval India (1526-1750 CE) 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Early Mughals: Babur, Humayun and the Sur dynasty; 10 1.2 

 consolidation of Mughal empire under Akbar; Akbar   

 administrative reforms; Akbar and the Rajputs, Akbar’s   

 religious policy   

    

Unit - II Jahangir’s reign: the ‘Nur Jahan Junta’; Jahangir, the 10 1.2 

 Rajputs and Deccan states; his religious policy; the   

 problems in the Northwest frontiers   

    

Unit - III Shah Jahan’s Reign: his administrative measures; his 10 1.2 

 nobility; his policy towards the Rajputs and Deccanis;   

 his religious policy   

    

Unit - IV Aurangzeb’s reign: conquest and expansion; his 10 1.2 

 administrative measures; his Rajputs and Deccan policy;   

 his religious policy; agrarian and tribal disturbances   

    

Unit - V The Later Mughals; Disintegration of Mughal Empire; 10 1.2 

 the Marathas; Rise of regional kingdoms (Bengal,   

 Awadh, Punjab, Hyderabad)   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

M Athar Ali, The Mughal Nobility Under Aurangzeb, Bombay, 1966. 

M Athar Ali, Mughal India: Studies in Polity, Ideas, Society and Culture, New Delhi, 2006. 

Muzaffar Alam and Sanjay Subrahmanyam, eds. The Mughal State, 1526-1750, New 

Delhi, 2002.  
Aziz Ahmad, Studies in Islamic Culture in the Indian Environment, New Delhi, 

1999. Abdul Aziz, The Mansabdari System and the Mughal Army, Delhi, 1972.  
CA Bayly, Rulers, Townsmen, and Bazaars, North Indian Society in the Age of British 

Expansion, 1770-1870, New Delhi, 1992.  
Satish Chandra, Parties and Politics at the Mughal Court, 1707-1740, Aligarh, 1959. 

RM Eaton, The Rise of Islam and the Bengal Frontier, 1204-1760, New Delhi, 1997. 

RM Eaton, Essays on Islam and Indian History, New Delhi, 2000.  
RM Eaton, Indian Islamic Traditions, 711-1750, New Delhi, 2003. 

Irfan Habib, Agrarian System of Mughal India, Bombay, 1963. 

Irfan Habib, Akbar and His India, New Delhi, 1997.  
Irfan Habib, Essays in Indian History: Towards a Marxist perception, New Delhi, 1995. 

Irfan Habib, (ed.) Religion in Indian History, New Delhi, 2007. 

Irfan Habib, “The Masab System, 1595-1637” in Proceedings of the Indian History Congress, 

29th session, Patiala, 1967.  
Irfan Habib, ed. Medieval India 1: Researches in the history of India, 1200-1750, Delhi, 1992. 
Irfan Habib, Medieval India: The Study of a Civilization, New Delhi, 2008.  
A Hintze, The Mughal Empire and Its decline, Aldershot, 1997. 
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Afzal Hussain, The Nobility under Akbar and Jahangir: A Study of Family Groups, New 

Delhi, 1999.  
IA Khan, ed. Akbar and his Age, New Delhi, 1999. 

Herman Kulke, ed. The State in India, 1000-1700, New Delhi, 1995. 

Harbans Mukhia, Perspectives on Medieval India, New Delhi, 1993. 

Harbans Mukhia, The Mughals of India, Oxford, 2004.  
KA Nizami, Akbar and Religion, New Delhi, 1989. 

JF Richards, Kingship and Authority in South Asia, New Delhi, 2001 (reprint). 

JF Richards, The Mughal Empire, Cmabridge, 1993. 

JF Richards, The Imperial Monetary System of Mughal India, Delhi, 1987. 

SR Sharma, Religious Policy of the Mughal Emperors, New Delhi 1972. 

Burton Stein, History of India, Oxford, 1998.  
JS Grewal, The State and Society in Medieval India, New Delhi, 2005. 

EM Koch, Mughal Architecture, New Delhi, 2002. 

NA Siddiqui, Land Revenue Administration under the Mughal, Aligarh, 1964. 

SN Hassan, Thoughts on agrarian relations in Mughal India, Delhi, 1973. 

RF Frykenberg, Land Control social structure in India, Wiscosin, 1969.  
Shireen Moosvi, “Evolution of the Mansab System under Akbar until 1596-97”, Journal of 

the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland, 1981, No. 2, pp. 178-85.  
IH Qureshi, The Administration of the Mughal Empire, Karachi, 1966. 

P Saran, The Provincial Government of the Mughals, Bombay, 1973.  
SP Blake, Shahjahanabad: The Sovereign City in Mughal India, 1639-1739, Cambridge, 1991. 

RG Fox, Kin, Clan, Raja and Rule: State-Hinterland Relations in Pre-Industrial India, 

Berkeley, 1971.  
IP Gupta, Urban Glimpses of Mughal India: Agra, the Imperial Capital (16th and 17th 

centuries), Delhi, 1986.  
HK Naqvi, Urban Centres under the Great Mughals, 1556-1707, Shimla, 1971. 

IH Siddiqui, Mughal Relations with the Indian Ruling Elite, Delhi, 1983.  
Chetan Singh, “Forests, Pastrolists and Agrarian Society in Mughal India” in D Arnold 

and R Guha, Nature, Culture, Imperialism: Essays on the Environmental History of South 

Asia, Delhi, 1995, pp. 21-48.  
KK Trivedi, “Changes in Caste-Composition of the Zamindar Class in Western Uttar 

Pradesh, 1595-1900”, Indian Historical Review, vol. II (1), 1975. 

H Kulke, Kings and Cults: State Formation and Legitimation in India and Southeast Asia,  
Delhi, 1993. 

K Leonard, “The Hyderabad Political System and Its Participants”, The Journal of Asian 

Studies, Vol. xxx (3), 1971, pp. 569-82.  
JR McLane, Land and Local Kingship in Eighteenth-century Bengal, Cambridge, 1993. 

NS Ramaswami, Political History of the Carnatic under the Nawabs, Delhi, 1984.  
BC Ray, Orissa under the Mughals, Calcutta, 1981. 

JF Richards, Mughal Administration in Golconda, Oxford, 1975.  
Chetan Singh, Region and Empire: Punjab in the Seventeenth Century, Delhi, 1991. 

Dilbagh Singh, The State, Landlords and Peasants: Eastern Rajasthan in the 18th  Century, 
Delhi, 1990. 

SN Sinha, Subah of Allahabad under the Great Mughals, Delhi, 1974.  
KK Trivedi, Agra: Economic and Political Study of a Mughal Suba (1580-1707), Pune, 1998. 

Andre Wink, Land and Sovereignty in India: Agrarian Society and Politics under the 

Eighteenth-century Maratha Svarajya, Cambridge, 1986.  
Muzzafar Alam, The Crisis of Empire in Mughal North India: Awadh and the Punjab, 1707-

1748, Delhi, 1986.  
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Muzzafar Alam, “Eastern India in the Early Eighteenth-century “Crisis”: Some 

Evidence from Bihar”, IESHR, 28, 1, 1991, pp. 43-71.  
CA Bayly, Rulers, Townsmen and Bazaars: North Indian Society in the Age of British 

Expansion, Cambridge, 1983.  
CA Bayly, Indian Society and the Making of British Empire, (The New Cambridge History 

of India, vol. II, 2), Cambridge, 1988.  
Satish Chandra, Medieval India: Society, the Jagirdari Crisis and the Village, Delhi, 1982. 

Satish Chandra, Parties and Politics at the Mughal Court, 1707-1740, Delhi, 1979.  
Satish Chandra, The Eighteenth Century in India: Its Economy and the Role of the Marathas, 

the Jats, the Sikhs and the Afghans, Delhi, 1986.  
Hermann, The Crisis of Indian Civilisation in the Eighteenth and Early Nineteenth Centuries, 

Calcutta, 1938.  
I Hussain, The Rise and Decline of the Ruhela Chieftaincies in 18th Century India, Delhi, 

1994. ZU Mallik, The Reign of Muhammad Shah, 1719-1748, Bambay, 1977. 

MN Pearson, “Shivaji and the Decline of the Mughal Empire”, The Journal of Asian 

Studies, vol. 35, 2, 1976, pp. 221-35. 

JF Richards, The Mughal Empire (New Cambridge History of India, vol. 1.5), 

Cambridge, 1993. 

DE Streusand, The formation of Mughal Empire, Delhi, 1989.  
Satish Chandra, Mughal Religious Policies, the Rajputs and the Deccan, Delhi, 1993. SAA 

Rizvi, Religious and Intellectual History of the Muslims in Akbar’s Reign, with special 

reference to Abu’l Fazl, 1556-1605, Delhi, 1975. 

SAA Rizvi, A History of Sufism in India, vol. 1 and 2. (1978 and 1983). 

SF Dale, Indian Merchant and Eurasian Trade, 1600-1750, Cambridge, 1994. 

SN Hasan, Thoughts on Agrarian Relations in Mughal India, Delhi, 1973. 

Shireen Moosvi, The Economy of Mughal Empire c. 1595: A statistical Study, Delhi, 
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 Course No. 203: History of Modern India – 1858 C.E. – 1950 C.E.  

Unit 

No. Course Content 

No. of 

Lecture 

No. of 

Credit 

Unit - I Emergence of Indian Nationalism  

 Colonial Government Policy after 1858 C.E.  

o Queens Proclamation of 1861 

o Indian Council Act, 1892  

 Theories of Indian nationalism 

 Emergence of early national organizations 

o Growth of political organizations before 

the birth of Indian History Congress 

 The colonial government and the princely states 

(1858 C.E.-1947 C.E.) 10    1.2 

Unit – 

II 

Early Phase of National Movement 

 Indian National Congress  

o Myth and Reality 

o Moderate and Extremist phases  

 Partition of Bengal and Swadeshi Movement 

 Government of India Act, 1909 

 Home Rule movement and Lucknow pact 

 Revolutionary Extremism 10 1.2 

Unit – 

III 

Advent of Gandhi and Freedom Movement 

 Gandhian thoughts and his strategy towards 

Indian freedom struggle 

o Ahimsa, non-violence and satyagraha  

o Rowlatt Act and Jallianwala Bagh massacre 

 Gandhian political movements  

o Non-cooperation movement (1920 C.E.-

1922 C.E.) and Khilafath movement 

 Swarajya party 

 Simon Commission and Nehru 

report 

o Civil disobedience movement, 1930 C.E.  

 Government of India Act, 1935 

o August Revolution, 1942 C.E.  

 Extremist and Indian national movement 

o Hindustan Socialist Republican Army of 

1928 C.E.  

o Subhas Chandra Bose and Indian National 

Army 10 1.2 

Unit – 

IV 

Multiple Voices of the National Movement – I (Tribal 

uprisings) 

 Frontier tribes 

- Tripura Rani Gaidinlius’s Naga movement 

and De-sanskritisation movement  

 Non-Frontier tribes 

- Bhill uprising, Koya rebellion, Munda 

uprising, Bhuyan and Juang uprising, Rampa 

rebellion and Forest Satyagraha 

Multiple Voices of the National Movement - II 

 Dr. B.R. Ambedkar  

- Dalit questions 10 1.2 
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- Communal Award and Poona Pact 

 Non Brahmin Movement 

- E.V. Ramasami (Thanthai Periyar) 

 Women’s Question 

 Issues of religious minorities 

- All India Muslim League 

Unit - 

V 

Partition and after 

 The partition of India  

- Growth of communalism  

- Cabinet mission plan 

- Indian Independence Act, 1947 

 Partition and memories 

o The problems of refugee 

 Process of integration of princely states and 

excluded areas 

 Constitution of India (Features, Fundamental 

Rights)  10 1.2 

Suggested Readings 

Agarwal, R.C. Constitutional Development and National Movement in India: Freedom 

Movement, Acts and Indian Constitution. New Delhi: S. Chand and Company Ltd, 2005. 

Bandyopadhyay, Sekar. From Plassey to Partition and After: A History of Modern India. 

Hyderabad: Orient Blackswan, 2015. 

Bandyopadhyay, Sekar. Ed. Nationalist Movement in India: A Reader. New Delhi, Oxford 

University Press: 2009. 

Bhattacharya, Sabyasachi. Ed. Rethinking 1857. Hyderabad: Orient Longman Private 

Limited, 2007 (Rpt. 2008). 

Bayly, C.A. Indian Society and the Making of the British Empire. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1998 (Rpt. 2006). 

Bayly, Susan. Caste, Society and Politics in India from the Eighteenth Century to the Modern 

Age. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999. 

Bhattacharya, Sabyasachi. Ed. Rethinking 1857. Hyderabad: Orient Longman Private 

Limited, 2007 (Rpt. 2008). 

Bhattachraya, Sabyasachi. The Mahatma and the Poet. Delhi, National Book Trust. 

Butalia, Urvashi. The Other Side of Silence: Voices from the Partition of India. New Delhi: 

Viking, 1998. 

Chandra, Tara. History of Freedom Movement in India. Vol. 2-4. Delhi. 

Chandra, Bipan. Communalism in Modern India. New Delhi, 1984.  

Chandra, Bipan; Mridula Mukherjee and et.al. India’s Struggle for Independence 1857-

1947. New Delhi: Penguin Books, 1989. 

Chandra, Bipan. India After Independence. New Delhi. 

Chatterjee, Partha. The Nation and its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories. Delhi: 

Oxford University Press, 1994. 

Desai, A.R. Social Background of Indian Nationalism. Bombay, 1985.  

Forbes, Geraldine. Women in Modern India. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

1996 (Rpt. 2004). 

Goel, Sitaram. Muslim Separatism. New Delhi: New Delhi, 1995. 

Gooptu, Sharmistha and Boria Majumdar. Ed. Revisiting 1857: Myth, Memory, History. 

New Delhi: The Lotus Collection, 2007.  

Jaffrelot, Christophe. Ed. Hindu Nationalism: A Reader. Princeton: Princeton University 

Press, 2007. 
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Nair, Janaki. Women and Law in Colonial India: A Social History. New Delhi: Kali for 

Women, 1996. 

Jones, Kenneth W. Socio-religious Reform Movements in British India. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1989. 

Hasan, Mushirul. Nationalism and Communal Politics in India, 18885-1930.  

Khan, Ismail. Indian Tribe through the Ages. New Delhi: Vikas Publishing House, 1986. 

Kumar, Dharma and Meghnad Desai. Ed.The Cambridge Economic History of India: 

Volume 2, C.1751-c. 1970. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983 (Rpt. 1989). 

Mahajan, Sucheta. Independence and Partition. New Delhi. 

Menon, V.P. The Transfer of Power in India. Calcutta:, 1957. 

Metcalf, Thomas R. Ideologies of the Raj. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995 

(Rpt. 2007). 

Nandy, Ashis. Traditions, Tyranny and Utopias: Essays in the Politics of Awareness. Delhi: 

Oxford University Press, 1987. 

Pandian, M.S.S. Brahmin and Non-Brahmin: Genealogies of the Tamil Political Present. 

Ranihet: Permanent Black, 2007 (Rpt. 2010). 

Panikkar, K.N. Culture, Ideology, Hegemony: Intellectuals and Social Consciousness in 

Colonial India. New Delhi: Tulika, 1995. 

Peers, Douglas M. India under Colonial Rule: 1700-1885. New York: Routledge, 2006. 

Phillips, C.M. The Evolution of India and Pakistan, 1859-1947.  

Ramusack, Barbara N. The Indian Princes and their States. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2004. 

Roy, Tirthankar. The Economic History of India 1857-1947. New Delhi: Oxford University 

Press, 2001 (Rpt. 2006). 

Sarkar, Sumit. Modern India 1885-1947. Delhi: Macmillan, 1983 (Rpt. 2007). 

Seal, Anil. The Emergency of Indian Nationalism. Cambridge, 1968. 

Sen, Surendranath. Eighteen Fifty Seven. Calcutta: , 1957. 

Suntharalingam, R. Indian Nationalism: An historical Analysis. New Delhi: Vikas 

Publishing House Pvt Ltd, 1983. 

Tomlinson, B.R. The Economy of Modern India 1860-1970. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1993. 
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Course No. 204: Age of Mercantilism 

 

The objective of the paper is to provide an intense study of the period between the 

decline of feudalism and the rise of industrial societies which is characterized by the 

emergence of new mercantile and trading nations who financed their industrial 

revolution from the capital drained from overseas. Generally this position is studied as 

a part of the other papers which fails to do justice to the role of overseas trade in human 

history in the recent past. 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Mercantilism- Definition, Ideas behind Mercantilism, 10 1.2 

 Development of Mercantilism in Spain, Portugal, France   

 and England   

 Renaissance-The Social Roots of Renaissance, Rise of city   

 states, Nature of Renaissance   

    

Unit - II Early Colonial Empire- Portugal and Spain, Innovation 10 1.2 

 and Invention facilitating the overseas trade   

 The Discovery of America, Age of Conquistador and the   

 Spanish conquest of America   

 The Portuguese Empire in the Atlantic, Rise of   

 Plantation economy, Slave Trade and its Impact on   

 Europe   

    

Unit - III The Impact of Early Colonial Empire on Europe in the 10 1.2 

 16th century   

 The Shift of Economic centre from Mediterranean to the   

 Atlantic   

 The Commercial Revolution in the 16th and 17th century   

 Europe   

 The Price Revolution   

 The Dutch Hegemony in the 16th and 17th century   

    

Unit - IV Seventeenth century crisis, Nature and its impact 10 1.2 

 Financial Revolution of the 16th and 17th century   

    

Unit - V Portuguese colonial policy, Spanish colonial policy, 10 1.2 

 Dutch colonial policy, French colonial policy, English   

 colonial policy   

 English plunder and drain of wealth from India   

 Primitive accumulation from Slave trade   

 Stages set for Industrial Revolution   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Anderson, Perry (1974) Passages from Antiquity to Feudalism, Verso, London. 
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Aston, Trevor (ed.) (1965) Crisis in Europe 1560-1660, Essays from Past and Present, 

Routledge and Kegan Paul, London. 

 

Barmingham, David (1993) A Concise History of Portugal, Cambridge University Press. 

 

Boxer,C.R. (1965) The Dutch Seaborne Empire 1600-1800, New York. 

 

Boxer, C.R. (1969) The Portuguese Seaborne Empire 1415-1825, New York. 

 

Dobb, Maurice (1963) Studies in the Development of Capitalism, Routledge & Sons Ltd., 

London. 

 

Greene, V.H.H. (1985) Renaissance and Reformation, A Survey of European History 

Between 1450-1600, Edward Arnold, London. 

 

Hall, A.R. (1962) The Scientific Revolution 1500-1800, 2nd ed., London. 

 

Hay, Denys (1961) The Italian Renaissance – In its Historical Background, Cambridge. 

 

Hilton, R. (ed.) (1982) Transition from Feudalism to Capitalism, Verso. 

 

Holton, R.J. (1985) Transition from Feudalism to Capitalism, Macmillan. 

 

Kearney, H.F. (ed.) (1969) Origins of Scientific Revolution, Problems and Perspectives in 

History, Longmans, London. 

 

Miller, E. (ed.) (1971) Cambridge Economic History of Europe, vol. III, Cambridge. 

 

Parker, G. and L. Smith (ed.) (1978) General Crisis of the 17th Century, Routledge and 

Kegan Paul, London. 

 

Parry, J.H. (1966) The Spanish Seaborne Empire, London. 

 

Postan, M.M. (1966) Cambridge Economic History of Europe, vol. II, Cambridge. 

 

Roll, Eric (1986) History of Economic Thought, Oxford University Press. 

 

Vries, Jan de (1976) Economy of Europe in an Age of Crisis 1600-1750, Cambridge 

University Press, Cambridge. 

 

Wallerstein, Immanuel (1980) The Modern World System II, Mercantilism and Consolidation 

of the European World Economyn1600-1750, New York. 
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Course No. 205 : History of Environment 

The objective of the course is to appraise the students with a crucial issue of ecology and 

environment in the context changing conditions. 

 

Unit No. Course Content 

No. of 

Lecture 

No. 

of 

Credit 

Unit - I Introduction to Environmental History  

 Origin of environmental history  

- French Annals School 

 Emergence of environmental history in India  

 Interdisciplinary approaches of environment 

history  

 Basic concepts of environment (Colonization, 

Conservation, Ecofeminism, Ecotourism, 

Deforestation, Green Revolution, Historical 

Ecology, Industrial Revolution, Nature, Sacred 

Places, Technology, Urbanization, Waste 

Management, etc.)  10 1.2 

Unit – II Pre-modern environmental history in India  

 Man and Nature in Ancient period 

 Forest and wildlife management  

- Indus civilization 

- Vedic period  

- Buddhist understanding on environment 

 Agrarian expansion in the early India 

(transformation of forestland into agricultural 

land) 

 Transformation of landscapes in the medieval 

period (gardens, new-urban centres, etc…) 10 1.2 

Unit – III Imperial Expansion and its Effect on Nature 

 European expansion 

 Capitalism and natural resources 

 Industrialization  

 Ecological imperialism  

o Exchange of flora and fauna, animals, 

etc… 10 1.2 

Unit – IV Impact of colonialism on Indian Environment  

 Colonial economic policy and exploitation of 

natural resources 

 Forest Policies (colonial and post-colonial period) 

 Wildlife 

 Agriculture 

 Natural Disasters - floods and famines  10 1.2 

Unit - V Environmental Politics 

 Women and Environment 

 Contemporary environmental issues 

- Large-scale development projects such as 

establishment of dams, mining, etc. 

- Displacement and Rehabilitation 

 Modern environmental movements 

- Chipko Movement, Narmada Bachao 

Movement, the Silent Valley Movement, etc. 10 1.2 
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Suggested Readings 

 

Adam Rome, (2003) 'Give Earth a Chance': The Environmental Movement and the 

Sixties, Journal of American History 90, pp. 525-554. 

Agraval, Arun and Shivaramakrishnan, (2001) Social Nature, Resources, Representation 

and Rule in India, Delhi.  
Barbara Liebhardt, "Interpretation and Causal Analysis: Theories in Environmental 

History," Environmental Review 23, pp. 23-36.  
Baviskar, Amita, (1997) Tribal Politics and Discourses of Environmentalism, 

Contribution to Indian Sociology, 31(2).  
Beinart, William and Lotte Hughes (ed.), Environment and Empire, The Oxford History of 

the British empire Companion Series, Oxford University Press, 2007.  
Chakrabarti, Ranjan(ed.), Situating Environmental History, New Delhi” Manohar, 2007. 

Carson, Rachel. Silent Spring. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1962.  
Crosby, Alfred W., Ecological imperialism: the biological expansion of Europe, 900-1900, 

Cambridge; New York : Cambridge University Press, 1986.  
Crosby, Alfred W. "The Past and Present of Environmental History." American Historical 

Review 100, no. 4 (October 1995): 1177-1190. 

Crosby, Alfred W. The Columbian Exchange: Biological and Cultural Consequences of 1492.  
Westport, Conn.: Greenwood, 1972. 

Donald Worster, “World Without Borders: The Internationalizing of Environmental 

History," Environmental Review, 6 (Fall 1982): 8–13. 

D’Souza, Rohan, Drowned and Dammed: Colonial Capitalism and Flood Control in 

Eastern in India, New Delhi:OUP, 2006. 

Guha, Ramachandra. The unquiet woods : ecological change and peasant resistance in the 

Himalaya, Berkeley : University of California Press, 1990. 

Gadgil, Madhav, Guha Ramachandra, This fissured land : an ecological history of India, 

Berkeley : University of California Press, 1993.  
Grove, Richard (Richard H.), Green imperialism : Colonial expansion, tropical island Edens, 

and the origins of environmentalism, 1600-1860, Cambridge; New York : Cambridge 

University Press, 1995  
Garrett Hardin, "The Tragedy of the Commons," Science, 162:3859, Dec. 1968, pp. 1243-

1248. 

Guha, Sumit, Environment and Ethnicity in India, 1200-1901, Cambridge, 1999. Hughes, J. 

Donald. "Ecology and Development as Narrative Themes of World History." 

Environmental History Review 19 (Spring 1995): 1-16.  
MacKenzie, John M., The empire of nature : hunting, conservation, and British imperialism, 

Manchester ; New York : Manchester University Press, c1988.  
MacKenzie, John M (ed.) Imperialism and the natural world, Manchester, UK ; New York : 

Manchester University Press ,1990  
Mahesh Rangarajan, Fencing the Forest; the colonial state and the forests of the Central 

Provinces 1800-1947, Delhi: OUP 1996. 

Mahesh Rangarajan & K. Shivaramakrishnan (ed.), India’s Environmental History 

Reader, Vol.I &II, Permanent black, 2012. 

Matthew H. Edney, Mapping an Empire: the Geographical Construction of India, 1765–1843,  
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1997. 
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Richard H. Drayton, Nature's Government: Science, Imperial Britain and the Modern 

World, New Haven: Yale University Press, 2000. 

Richard P. Tucker and J.F. Richards(ed.), Global deforestation and the nineteenth-century 

world economy, Durham, NC : Duke University Press, 1983. 

Rajan,Ravi, ‘Imperial Environmentalism or Environmental Imperialism? European 

Forestry, Colonial Foresters and the Agendas of Forest Management in British India, 

1800–1900’, in Grove, Damodaran, and Sangwan (eds.), Nature and the Orient, 324–71. 

Rangarajan, Mahesh, ‘Imperial Agendas and India’s Forests: The Early History of 

Indian Forestry, 1800–1878’, The Indian Economic and Social History Review 31/2 (1994), 

147–67.  
Rangarajan, Mahesh, Fencing the Forest: Conservation and Ecological Change in India’s 

Central Provinces 1860–1914 (New Delhi and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996). 

Rangarajan, Mahesh, (ed.), The Oxford Anthology of Indian Wildlife Vol. 1: Hunting and 

Shooting, Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1999.  
Rangarajan, Mahesh,India’s Wildlife History: An Introduction, Delhi: Permanent 

Black, 2001. 

Saberwal, V., and Rangarajan, M. (eds.), Battles Over Nature: Science and the Politics of 

Conservation ,Delhi: Permanent Black, 2003. 

Simmons, I.G. Environmental History: A Concise Introduction. Cambridge, MA: 

Blackwell, 1993.  
Simmons, IG, Global Environmental History, 10,000 BC to 2000, Edinburgh,Edinburgah 

University Press, 2008.  
Sivaramakrishnan, K., Modern Forests: State Making and Environmental Change in Colonial 

Eastern India. New Delhi: Oxford University Press,1999.  
Sorline, Sverler and Paul Warde(ed.), Nature’s End, History and the Environment, 

London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009.  
"Theories of Environmental History." Environmental Review 11 (special issue, Winter 

1987): 251-305.  
White, Lynn, Jr. 1967. “The Historical Roots of Our Ecologic Crisis.” 

Science 155:1203–7.  
Worster, Donald. Nature’s Economy: A History of Ecological Ideas. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1977. 

Zaheer Baber, ‘Colonizing Nature: Scientific Knowledge, Colonial Power and the 

Incorporation of India into the Modern World System’, British Journal of Sociology, 52 (1), 

(2001), 3758. 
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(SPECIALISATION) 

HISTORY OF ANCIENT INDIA 

 

3rd Semester 

 

Course No. 301(A/1): Society and Culture in Ancient India (up to 6th century CE) 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Vedas, Brahamanas, Aranyakas, Upnishadas, latter 10 1.2 

 Vedic literature: Polity, Society and religion   

    

Unit - II Buddhism and Jainism – origin, spread, teachings 10 1.2 

    

Unit - III Arthashastra, Manusmriti: Polity, Socio-economic 10 1.2 

 conditions, growth of social laws and religious codes   

    

Unit - IV Puranas: Traditions, philosophy and History 10 1.2 

    

Unit - V Varnas; Marriage system; position of women; education 10 1.2 

 – primary and higher   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Allchin, Raymond and Bridget, Allchin (1997) Origins of a Civilization: The Prehistory and 

Early Archaeology of South Asia, Viking, New Delhi. 

Das, A.C., Rigvedic Culture.  
Kausambi, D.D., The Culture and Civilisation of Ancient India. 

Majumdar, R.C. (ed.) The Vedic Age.  
Pandey, G.C., Foundation of Indian Culture (Dimension of ancient Indian Social History). 

Raychowdhury. H.C., Political History of Ancient India.  
Thapar, Romila (1979) Ancient Indian Social History: Some Interpretations, Orient 

Longmen, New Delhi. 
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Course No. 302(A/1) : History of Ancient India (7th to 12th century CE) 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Post Gupta, Arabs in Sindh 10 1.2 

    

Unit - II Gurjar Pratihar, Palas and Rashtrakutas 10 1.2 

    

Unit - III Pallavas, Chalukyas and Cholas 10 1.2 

    

Unit - IV Rajputs, Senas of Bengal 10 1.2 

    

Unit - V History of Assam 10 1.2 

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Allchin, Raymond and Bridget, Allchin (1997) Origins of a Civilization: The Prehistory and 

Early Archaeology of South Asia, Viking, New Delhi.  
Chakrabarti, Dilip K. (2006) The Oxford Companion to Indian archaeology: The 

Archaeological Foundations of Ancient India, Stone Age to AD 13th Century, OUP, Delhi. 

Kausambi, D.D., The Culture and Civilisation of Ancient India. 

Lalanji Gopal, Economic Life of North India.  
Pandey, G.C., Foundation of Indian Culture (Dimension of ancient Indian Social History). 

R.C. Tripathi, History of Kannauj. 

Raychowdhury. H.C., Political History of Ancient India.  
Sastri, K.A.N. (1937) Foreign Notices of South India: From Megasthenes to Ma Huan, 

University of Madras, Madras.  
Thapar, Romila (1979) Ancient Indian Social History: Some Interpretations, Orient 

Longmen, New Delhi. 
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Course No. 303(A/1) – Principles and Methods of Archaeology 
 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Introduction to Archaeology 10 1.2 

 Archaeology: definition, scope, relation with history and   

 science   

 Terms in archaeology: culture, assemblage   

 History of Archaeology in India   

    

Unit - II Methods of Data Retrieval 10 1.2 

 Chance discoveries; Explorations – types and methods,   

 Surveying   

 Excavations – definition, types and techniques,   

 stratigraphy   

 Methods of recording, preparation of sections and plans,   

 three dimensional recording   

    

Unit - III Chronology and Dating Methods 10 1.2 

 Relative chronology: Stratigraphy, Typology   

 Absolute methods: Radiocarbon, Thermoluminiscence,   

 Dendrochronology, Potassium-argon, Pollen analysis,   

 Fluorine test, Obsidian hydration   

    

Unit - IV Post-Excavation Analysis 10 1.2 

 Classification of objects, recording methods – Drawing,   

 Photography   

 Scientific analysis of excavated remains, reconstruction   

 of socio-economic aspects, report writing   

    

Unit - V Field visit 10 1.2 

 Excavated archaeological sites in Northeast India, tour   

 report   

    

 
Suggested Readings: 

 
Archaeological Site Manual (1994) Museum of London, London. 

Chakrabarti, Dilip K. (1988) A History of Indian Archaeology from the Beginning to 1947, 

Munshiram Manoharlal, New Delhi. 

Chakrabarti, Dilip K. (2006) The Oxford Companion to Indian Archaeology: The 

Archaeological Foundations of Ancient India, Stone Age to AD 13th Century, OUP, Delhi. 

Drewett, L. Peter (1999) Field Archaeology – An Introduction, UCL Press, London. 

Ghosh, A. (1989) An Encyclopaedia of Indian Archaeology, Vol. I, Munshiram 

Manoharlal Publishers Private Ltd., New Delhi.  
Hodder, I. (1991) Archaeological Theory in Europe: The Last Thirty Years, 

Blackwell Publishers, Oxford. 

Indian Archaeology – A Review, Archaeological Survey of India, New Delhi.  
Rajan, K. (2002) Archaeology – Principles and Methods, Manoo Pathippakam, Thanjavur. 

Renfrew, Colin and Paul Bahn (1991) Archaeology: Theories Methods and Practice, Thames 

and Hudson, London.  
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Course No. 303(A/2) – Underwater Archaeology 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Introduction, definition, different terms, area, scope 10 1.2 

 Underwater archaeology in India   

    

Unit - II Exploration, scientific tools and methods 10 1.2 

    

Unit - III Excavations planning and methods 10 1.2 

    

Unit - IV Documentation, Retrieval and onsite conservation 10 1.2 

    

Unit - V Post excavation analysis and research, preparation of 10 1.2 

 report   

 Nautical archaeology   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Behera, K.S. (ed.) (1999) Maritime Heritage of India, Aryan Books International, New Delhi. 
 
Blackman, D.J. (ed.) (1973) Marine Archaeology, Butterworths, London. 

 
Casson, L. (1989) The Periplus Maris Erythraei: Text with Introduction, Translation and 

Commentary, Princeton University Press, Princeton. 
 
De Kerchove, R. (1948) International Maritime Dictionary, (2nd ed. 1961), Van 

Nostrand, New Jersey. 
 
Flecker, M. (2002b) The Archaeological Excavation of the 10th Century Intan Shipwreck, 

Archaeopress, Oxford. 
 
Green, J.N. (1990) Maritime Archaeology, A Technical Handbook, Academic Press, London. 

 
Hill, A.H. (1958) Some Early Accounts of the Oriental Boat, Mariner's Mirror, 44. 

 
Hornell, J. (1970) Water Transport, David & Charles, Newton Abbott. 

 
Hornell, James (1918) Origin and Ethnological Significance of Indian Boat Designs, Madras. 

 
Hourani (1951) The Arab Seafaring in the Indian Ocean in Ancient and Medieval Times, 

Princetton, N.J. 
 
International Journal of Nautical Archaeology, London. 

 
Mookherjee, Radha Kumud (1957) Indian Shipping: A History of the Sea Borne Trade 

and Maritime Activity of the Indians from the Earliest Times, Orient Longman, Calcutta. 
 
Muckelroy, K. (1978) Maritime Archaeology, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. 
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Prott, Lyndel V. (ed.) (2006) Finishing the Interrupted Voyage: Papers of the UNESCO Asia-

Pacific Workshop on the 2001 Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural 

Heritage, UNESCO Bangkok Office and the Institute of Art and Law. 
 
Rajamanickam, G. Victor and Subbarayalu, Y. (ed.) (1989) History of Traditional 

Navigation, Tamil University, Thanjavur. 
 
Rao, S.R. (1990) Recent Advances in Marine Archaeology, Dona Paula. 
 
Rao, S.R. (ed.) (1988) Marine Archaeology of Indian Ocean Countries, Dona-Paula. 
 
Ray, H. P. (2003) The Archaeology of Seafaring in Ancient South Asia, 

Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. 
 
Throckmorton, P. (1970) Shipwrecks and Archaeology - The Unharvested Sea, Victor Gollancz Ltd. 
 
Tibbetts, G.R. (1971) Arab Navigation in the Indian Ocean before the Coming of the 

Portuguese, Royal Asiatic Society, London. 
 
Tripathi, Alok (2004) Excavation of Princes Royal - An Interim Report, Organising 

Committee of the International Seminar on Marine Archaeology-2003 (Indian Navy and 

Archaeological Survey of India), New Delhi. 
 
Tripathi, Alok (2005) Marine Archaeology : Recent Advances, Agam Kala Prakashan, Delhi. 
 
Tripathi, Alok (2007) India and the Eastern Seas, Organising Committee of the 

International Seminar on Marine Archaeology, New Delhi and Agam Kala 

Prakashan, Delhi 
 
Tripathi, Alok (2008) Marine Archaeological Perspective of the Indian Ocean, Organising 

Committee of the International Seminar on Marine Archaeology, New Delhi and 

Sharada Publishing House, Delhi 
 
Tripathi, Alok (2013) Maritime Heritage of Indian Ocean, Organising Committee of the 

International Seminar on Marine Archaeology, New Delhi and Sharada Publishing 

House, Delhi 
 
Tripathi, Alok (2013) Excavations at Dwarka - 2007, Organising Committee of the 

International Seminar on Marine Archaeology, New Delhi and Sharada 

Publishing House, Delhi 
 
Vimala Begley and Richard Daniel de Puma (ed.) (1991) Rome and India: The ancient 

sea trade, Oxford University Press, Delhi. 
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Course No. 304(A/1) – Epigraphy and Palaeography 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Antiquity of writing in old world civilizations 10 1.2 

 (Pictograph, Ideogram, Syllabic and Logo-Syllabic to   

 Alphabet);   

 Epigraphy as a source of Indian history;   

 Writing materials and antiquity of writing in India   

    

Unit - II Palaeography – North Indian Scripts 10 1.2 

 Origin and development of Kharoshthi and Brahmi   

 scripts   

 Brahmi; Gupta and post-Gupta inscriptions; Sarada;   

 Evolution of Nagari script   

    

Unit - III Study of some important inscriptions from north and 10 1.2 

 south India   

 Asokan Rock Edict XIII, Pillar Edict II   

 Hathigumpha inscription of Kharavela   

 Junagadh inscription of Rudradaman I   

 Nasik cave inscription of Gautamiputra Satakarni   

 Allahabad pillar inscription of Samudragupta   

 Aihole inscription of Pulakesin II   

 Brihadeswara temple inscription of Rajaraja Chola I   

    

Unit - IV Eras and Dates in Indian inscriptions 10 1.2 

 Early Indian numerals   

 Symbols and Signs in Indian inscriptions   

    

Unit - V Selected inscriptions from Northeast India 10 1.2 

 Ancient scripts in Northeast India   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Buhler, G., Indian Palaeography.  
Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum, Vol. I-III. 

Dani, A.H., Indian Palaeography.  
Epigraphia Indica, Archaeological Survey of India, New Delhi. 

Pandey, Raj Bali, Indian Palaeography.  
Sarkar, D.C, (1942) Selected Inscriptions bearing on Indian History and Civilization, Calcutta. 

Sarkar, D.C, (1965) Indian Epigraphy, Motolal Banarsidas, Delhi. 
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Course No. 305(A/1) : Religion in Ancient India 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Introduction: Definition of Religion and its general 10 1.2 

 features   

 Religion in Harappan, Vedic and post Vedic period,   

 Upanishad and Puranas   

Unit - II Jainism 10 1.2 

 Historical background: foundations and rise, the   

 Tirthankara tradition, Basic doctrines, principal and   

 philosophy, Main sects – Digambara and Svetambara   

    

Unit - III Buddhism : Historical background, foundations and 10 1.2 

 rise, life and teaching of Gautama Buddha, the basic   

 doctrines, principal and philosophy, main sects –   

 Theravada and Mahayana   

    

Unit - IV Vaisnavism : Origin and development, ten incarnation 10 1.2 

 of Visnu, the basic nature, principal and philosophy,   

 main sects – Ramanuja, Madhva, Nimbarka.   

    

Unit - V Saivism and Shaktism: origin and development, the 10 1.2 

 basic nature, principal and philosophy,   

 the Sivite – followers of Shankara, main Sects – Dandis,   

 Aghoris, Lingaits   

 The nature and different classes of Shakti and their   

 methods of worship.   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Basham, A.L. (1989) The Origins and Development of Classical Hinduism, OUP, New York. 

Kinsley, D. (1982) Hinduism: A Cultural Perspective, Prentice hall, Englewood Cliffs, New 

Jersey.  
Flood, Gavin (2004) An Introduction to Hinduism, CUP/Foundation Books, New Delhi. 

Hiriyana, M. (1958) Outlines of Indian Philosophy, George Allen & Unwin, London. 

Bhattacharyaya, N.N. (1974) The Indian Mother Goddess, Manohar Publisher, New 

Delhi. Bhattacharyya, N.N. (1974) History of Śakta Religion, Munshiram Manoharlal, 

Delhi. Jash, P. (1974) History of Saivism, Kolkata.  
Palit, Projit Kumar (2012) The Religion and Literature: Indian Perspectives, New Delhi. 

Mukherjee, B. (1993) Religious Centres of North India, New Delhi. 

Cort, John. E. (Ed.) (1998) Open Boundaries: Jain Communities and Culture in Indian 

History, SUNY Press, Albany. 

Roy, Ashim Kumar (1984) A History of the Jains, New Delhi.  
Winternitz, M. (1988) Buddhist Literature and Jaina Literature (A History of Indian 

Literature, Motilal Banarsidass, New Delhi. 

Paul, Dundas (1992) The Jains, Routledge, London.  
Warder, A.K. (2004) Indian Buddhism, (Reprint), Motilal Banarsidass, New Delhi. 
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Hirakawa, Akira (1993) A History of Indian Buddhism - From Sakyamumi to Early Mahayana 

(trans. & ed. by Paul Groner) Motilal Banarsidass, New Delhi,  
Gowans, Christopher W. (2003) Philosophy of the Buddha, Routledge, London. 

Damien Keown and Charles Prebish (ed.), 2006. Introducing Buddhism, 

Routledge, London.  
David J Kalupahana, 2001. Buddhist Thought and Ritual, Motilal Banarsidass, New 

Delhi. 

Dipak K Barua, 2003. An Analytical Study of Four Nikayas, Reprint. Munshiram 

Manoharlal , New Delhi. 

Hajime Nakamura, 1999. Buddhism in Comparative Light, Motilal Banarsidass, New 

Delhi. 

N.N. Bhattacharyaya, 1993. History of Researches on Indian Buddhism, 

Manohar Publishers,New Delhi.  
Peter Harvey, 1990. An Introduction to Buddhism: Teachings, History and Practices, 

CUP, Cambridge  
Peter Harvey, 2000. An Introduction to Buddhist Ethics: Foundations, values and Issues, 

CUP,Cambridge.  
Peter Harvey, 2005. Buddhist Ethics in Theory and Practice, Routledge, London. 

Paul Williams & Anthony Tribe, 2004. Buddhist Thought, Routledge, London.  
Paul Williams, 1989. Mahayana Buddhism: Doctrinal Foundations, Routledge, London. 

V.P. Varma, 1973. Early Buddhism and Its Origin, Motilal Banarsidass, New Delhi. 
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4th Semester 

 

Course No. 401(A/1) – Social and Economic History of India (7th to 12th century CE) 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Society and Economic conditions 10 1.2 

    

Unit - II Cast system; social stratification; position of women; 10 1.2 

 education – primary and higher   

    

Unit - III Foreign Trade and internal commerce, Foreign travellers 10 1.2 

 and accounts   

    

Unit - IV Agrarian Economy and Society, agricultural and 10 1.2 

 irrigational techniques, land-rights and land tax   

    

Unit - V Evolution of Rajputs, social changes 10 1.2 

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Allchin, Raymond and Bridget, Allchin (1997) Origins of a Civilization: The Prehistory and 

Early Archaeology of South Asia, Viking, New Delhi.  
Casson, L. (1989) The Periplus Maris Erythraei: Text with introduction, translation and 

commentary, Princeton University Press, Princeton.  
Chakrabarti, Dilip K. (2006) The Oxford Companion to Indian archaeology: The 

Archaeological Foundations of Ancient India, Stone Age to AD 13th Century, OUP, 

Delhi.  
Cribb, Joe (2005) The Indian Coinage Tradition: Origins, Continuity and Change, Indian 

Institute of Research in Numismatic Studies, Nasik. 

Kausambi, D.D., The Culture and Civilisation of Ancient India.  
LAHIRI, N. (1992) The Archaeology of Indian Trade Routes Upto c. 200 BC: Resource Use, 

Resource Access and Lines of Communication, Oxford University Press, Delhi. McCrindle, 

J.W. (1927) Ancient India as Described by Ptolemy, New Delhi (reprint 2000). Mukund, K. 

(1999) The Trading World of the Tamil Merchant: Evolution of Merchant Capitalism in the 

Coromandel, Orient Longman, Hyderabad.  
Pandey, G.C., Foundation of Indian Culture (Dimension of ancient Indian Social History). 

Raychowdhury. H.C., Political History of Ancient India.  
Sastri, K.A.N. (1937) Foreign Notices of South India: From Megasthenes to Ma Huan, 

University of Madras, Madras.  
Thapar, Romila (1979) Ancient Indian Social History: Some Interpretations, Orient 

Longmen, New Delhi.  
Warmington, E. H. (1974) The Commerce Between the Roman Empire and India, 2nd edition, 

Curzon Press/Octagon Books, London/New York.  
Sarkar, D.C. (1942) Selected Inscriptions bearing on Indian History and Civilisation, Calcutta. 
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Course No. 402(A/1) : Indian Art and Architecture 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Introduction, terminology, paintings and sculptures in 10 1.2 

 diverse mediums (stone, terracotta, stucco, bone, ivory,   

 wood, metal) Prehistoric art, Rock-art; Art in proto-   

 historic India : sculptures, paintings and other works of   

 art   

    

Unit - II Art during Maurya, Sunga, Satavahana, Kushan, Gupta, 10 1.2 

 and Vakataka, Pallava, Chalukya, and Rashtrakuta,   

 Pratihara, Chandella, Paramara, Chola, Hoysala, and   

 Pala periods periods   

    

Unit - III Mural paintings– technique and styles; 10 1.2 

 Miniature paintings: Rajasthani, Deccani, Mughal and   

 Pahari schools   

 Metal images of India   

    

Unit - IV Protohistoric architecture with emphasis on Harappan 10 1.2 

 town planning,   

 Stupas, Viharas, Chaityas and rock-cut caves,   

 Development of temple architecture and its regional   

 variations, Nagara, Dravida and Vaiser styles   

    

Unit - V Indo-Islamic architecture: Delhi Sultanate, Mughal 10 1.2 

 period, provincial styles   

 Defence architecture, Forts   

 Architecture in Northeast India: Palaces, Temples,   

 Funerary, and secular   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Banerjea, J.N. (1941) Development of Hindu Iconography, Calcutta. 

Coomaraswamy, A.K. (1965) History of Indian and Indonesian Art, New York. 

Gupta, S.P. and Asthana, S.P. (2007) Elements of Indian Art, New Delhi. 

Neumayer, Erwin (1983) Prehistoric Indian Rock Paintings, OUP, Delhi.  
Ray, Nihar Ranjan (1975) Maurya and Post Maurya Art, New Delhi. 

Saraswati, S.K. (1970) Survey of Indian Sculpture, New Delhi. 

Sivaramamurti, C. (1970) Indian Paintings, NBT, New Delhi. 

Sivaramamurti, C. (1974) The Art of India, Paris.  
Brown, Percy (1942) Indian Architecture, Bombay. 

Deva, Krishna (1996) Temples of North India, NBT, New Delhi.  
Gupta, S.P. and Asthana, S.P. (2007) Elements of Indian Art, New Delhi. 

Kramrisch, Stella (1946) The Hindu Temples, Calcutta.  
Sivaramamurti, C. (1974) The Art of India, Paris. 

Srinivasan, K.R., Temples of South India, NBT, New Delhi. 
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Course No. 403(A/1) : Museology 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Introduction to Museology 10 1.2 

 Definition of museology and museography   

 History of development of museums in the world with   

 special reference to India   

 Types of museums, their scope and functions   

    

Unit - II Collection, Documentation and Preservation 10 1.2 

 Collection: policies, ethics and procedures   

 Documentation: accessioning, indexing, cataloguing,   

 digital documentation and de-accessioning   

 Preservation: curatorial care, preventive conservation,   

 chemical preservation and restoration   

    

Unit - III Museum Presentation / Exhibition 10 1.2 

 Principles of display, gallery development, showcases,   

 colour scheme, lighting, labels   

 Reserve collection   

 Types of exhibits and exhibitions, exhibition designing   

    

Unit - IV Museum Education, Research and Publications 10 1.2 

 In house educational programmes and activities,   

 outreach programmes   

 Use of multimedia in museums   

 Research publications, catalogue, popular publications   

    

Unit - V Museum management and administration 10 1.2 

 Museum architecture, security, public safety, marketing   

 ICOM code of professional ethics and statutes   

 Relevant laws on antiquities and art treasures   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Agrawal, Usha (2000) Directory of Museums in India, Sundeep Prakashan, New Delhi. 

Ambrose, T. and Paine, C. (1993) Museum Basics, ICOM, New York.  
Banerjee, N.R. (1990) Museums and Cultural Heritage in India, Agam Kala Prakashan, 

Delhi.  
Baxi Samita J. and Dwivedi Vinod P. (1973) Modern Museum - Organization and Practice 

in India, Abhinav Publisher, Delhi.  
Biswas, A.K. (1985) Museum and Tourism, New Delhi. 

Biswas, S.S. (1999) Museums in India, Bulletin Indian Museum, Calcutta.  
Black, Graham (2005) The Engaging Museum - Developing Museums for Visitor Involvement, 

Routledge, London and New York.  
Boylan, J. Patrick (1992) Museums 2000 and the Future of Museums, Museums Association 

with Routledge, London. 
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Brawanee Michael (1965) The New Museum - Architecture and Display, Frederik A. 

Praeger, New York.  
Coleman Laurence Vail (1950) Museum Building, American Association of Museum, 

Washington.  
Darragh and Snyder (1993) Museum Design - Planning & Building for Art, Oxford & The 

American Federation of Art, New York.  
Dean, David (1994) Museum Exhibition Theory and Practice, Routledge, London. 

Dodd, Jocelyn (2008) Whose Museum Is It Anyway? Museum Education and the 

Community, Museums International, UNESCO Quarterly Review, May, UNESCO, Paris. 

Edson, G. and Dean, David (1994) The Hand Book of Museums, London.  
Hein, Hilde (1990) The Exploratorium: The Museum as Laboratory, American Smithsonian 

Institute, New Town.  
Hooper–Greenhill Eilean (1992) Museums and the Shaping of Knowledge, Routledge, 

London. 

Hooper–Greenhill Eilean (1994) Museum and Gallery Education, Leicester University 

Press, London. 

Hooper-Greenhill, Eilean (1999) Museums and their Visitors, Routledge, London and New 

York. 

Hooper-Greenhill, Eilean (1999) The Educational Role of Museums, Routledge, London 

and New York. 

Jeyaraj, V. (2002) Handbook on Conservation in Museums, Commissioner of Museums, 

Government Museum, Chennai. 

Journal of Indian Museum, Museum Association of India, New Delhi.  
Kotler, N. and Kotler, P. (1998) Museum Strategy and Marketing: Designing Missions, 

Building Audiences, Generating Revenue and Resources, CA Jossey Bass, San Francisco. 

Lord Gail Dexter and Lord Barry (1991) The Mannual of Museum Planning, HMSO, 

London.  
Morley, Grace, Dwivedi V.P. and Pant, Gayatri Nath (ed.) (1980) Museum and Museology: 

New Horizons, Delhi. 

Museum, UNESCO.  
Nigam, M.L. (1981) The Indian Museums - An Introspection, Journal of Indian 

Museums, XXXVII.  
Parker, A.C. (1935) A Manual for History Museum, Columbia University Press, New 

York.  
Richard Sandell (ed.) (2002) Museums, Society, Inequality, London and New York. 

Sarkar, H. (1981) Museums and Protection of Monuments and Antiquities in India, Sundeep 

Prakashan, New Delhi.  
Sharma, I.K. (2006) Beginning of Museums and Museum Movement in India, In: A. 

Banerjee (ed.) Hari Smriti, Studies on Art, Archaeology and Indology, Kaveri Books New 

Delhi.  
Stephens, Suzanne (1986) Building the New Museum, The Architectural Press, New York. 

The Indian Museum, 1814-1914 (1914) Indian Museum, Calcutta. 
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Course No. 403(A/2) – Maritime History of India 
 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Introductions, terms, area and scope, sources 10 1.2 

    

Unit - II The Beginning 10 1.2 

 Prehistoric period and Bronze age   

    

Unit - III Early historic period 10 1.2 

 Mauryan, Satavahanas, Gupta   

    

Unit - IV Historic period 10 1.2 

 Pallavas, Cholas, Marathas, Arrival of Europeans   

    

Unit - V Nautical history, indigenous shipping and shipbuilding 10 1.2 

 traditions, traditional navigation   

    

 
Suggested Readings: 

 

Behera, K.S. (ed.) (1999) Maritime Heritage of India, Aryan Books International, New Delhi 
 
Casson, L. (1989) The Periplus Maris Erythraei: Text with introduction, translation and 

commentary, Princeton University Press, Princeton. 
 
De Kerchove, R. (1948) International Maritime Dictionary, Second Edition, 1961, Van 

Nostrand, New Jersey. 
 
Flecker, M. (2002b) The Archaeological Excavation of the 10th Century Intan Shipwreck, 

Archaeopress, Oxford. 
 
Hill, A.H. (1958) Some Early Accounts of the Oriental Boat, Mariner's Mirror, 44. 

 
Hornell, J. (1970) Water Transport, David & Charles, Newton Abbott. 

 
Hornell, James (1918) Origin and Ethnological Significance of Indian Boat Designs, Madras. 

 
Hourani (1951) The Arab Seafaring in the Indian Ocean in Ancient and Medieval Times, 

Princetton, N.J. 
 
International Journal of Nautical Archaeology, London. 

 
Mookherjee, Radha Kumud (1957) Indian Shipping: A History of the Sea Borne Trade 

and Maritime Activity of the Indians From the Earliest Times, Orient Longman, Calcutta. 
 
Rajamanickam, G. Victor and Subbarayalu, Y. (Ed.) (1989) History of Traditional 

Navigation, Tamil University, Thanjavur. 
 
Ray, H. P. (2003) The Archaeology of Seafaring in Ancient South Asia, 

Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. 
 
Tibbetts, G.R. (1971) Arab Navigation in the Indian Ocean Before the Coming of the 

Portuguese, Royal Asiatic Society, London. 
 
Tripathi, Alok (2005) Marine Archaeology : Recent Advances, Agam Kala Prakashan, Delhi. 

 
Tripathi, Alok (2007) India and the Eastern Seas, Organising Committee of the 

International Seminar on Marine Archaeology, and Agam Kala Prakashan, Delhi  
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Tripathi, Alok (2008) Marine Archaeological Perspective of the Indian Ocean, Organising 

Committee of the International Seminar on Marine Archaeology, and Sharada 

Publishing House, Delhi 

 

Tripathi, Alok (2013) Maritime Heritage of Indian Ocean, Organising Committee of the 

International Seminar on Marine Archaeology, and Sharada Publishing House, Delhi 
 
Tripathi, Alok (2013) Excavations at Dwarka - 2007, Organising Committee of the 

International Seminar on Marine Archaeology, and Sharada Publishing House, Delhi 
 
Vimala Begley and Richard Daniel de Puma (ed.) (1991) Rome and India: The Ancient Sea 

Trade, Oxford University Press, Delhi. 
 
Cleuziou, Serge and Tosi, Maurizio (2000) Ras al-Jinz and the prehistoric coastal 

cultures of the Ja'alan, Journal of Oman Studies, 11 
 
Gadd, C.J. (1932) Seals of ancient Indian style found at Ur, Proceedings of the British 

Academy, 18. 
 
Gogte, Vishwas D. (2000) Indo-Arabian Maritime Contacts during the Bronze Age: 

Study of Pottery from Ra’s al-Junayz (Oman), Adumatu 2. 
 
Jacq-Hergoualc’h, M. (2002) The Malay Peninsula: Crossroads of the Maritime Silk Road (100 

BC – 1300 AD), Brill, Leiden. 
 
LAHIRI, N. (1992) The Archaeology of Indian Trade Routes Upto c. 200 BC: Resource Use, 

Resource Access and Lines of Communication, Oxford University Press, Delhi. 
 
McCrindle, J.W. (1927) Ancient India as Described by Ptolemy, New Delhi (reprint 2000). 
 
Mukund, K. (1999) The Trading World of the Tamil Merchant: Evolution of 

Merchant Capitalism in the Coromandel, Orient Longman, Hyderabad. 
 
Peacock, D.P.S. and Williams, D.F. (1986) Amphorae and the Roman Economy, Longman, 

London, New York. 
 
Possehl, Gregory L. (1996) Meluhha, In: Reade, Julian E. (ed.) The Indian Ocean in 

Antiquity,Kegan Paul International in Association with the British Museum, London. 
 
Rao, S.R. (1979) Lothal: A Harappan Port Town (1955-62), Vol.1, MASI, Archaeological 

Survey of India, New Delhi. 
 
Rao, S.R. (1985) Lothal: A Harappan Port Town (1955-62), Vol. 2, MASI, Archaeological 

Survey of India, New Delhi. 
 
Ray, Haraprasad (1993) Trade and Diplomacy in India-China Relations: A Study of Bengal 

during the Fifteenth Century, Radiant Publishers, New Delhi. 
 
Sastri, K.A.N. (1937) Foreign Notices of South India: From Megasthenes to Ma Huan, 

University of Madras, Madras. 
 
Warmington, E. H. (1974) The Commerce Between the Roman Empire and India, 2nd edition, 

Curzon Press/Octagon Books, London/New York. 
 
Wheeler, R.E.M., Ghosh, A. and Krishna Deva (1946) Arikamedu: an Indo-Roman 

trading-station on the east coast of India, Ancient India 2. 
 
Woolley, Sir C. Leonard (1928) Excavations at Ur, 1926-27, Part II, The Antiquaries Journal 

8(1). 
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Course No. 404(A/1) : Archaeology of Northeast India 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Introduction; problems and prospects 10 1.2 

 Prehistoric cultures: types of sites and tools, sites   

    

Unit - II Neolithic: Debojali Hadings, comparison with other 10 1.2 

 regional Neolithic cultures   

    

Unit - III Megalithic: Antiquity, types and tradition 10 1.2 

    

Unit - IV Early historic sites, inscriptions and numismatics 10 1.2 

    

Unit - V Art, Architecture, iconography and museums 10 1.2 

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Barron, Lt.(1872) Note on Stone Implements from the Naga Hills, Journal of Royal 

Anthropological Institute, 1.  
Barua, K.L. (1939) Prehistoric Cultures of Assam, Journal of Assam Research Society, 

VII(1) & (2).  
Bopardikar, B.P. (1972) Prehistoric Investigation – Daphabum Scientific Survey 

Expedition (NEFA), Archaeological Congress and Seminar Papers, Nagpur University. 

Brown, J. Coggin (1914) Grooved Stone Hammers from Assam etc., Journal of Asiatic 

Society of Bengal, X(4). 

Chaudhury. P.D. (1964) Archaeology in Assam, Guwahati.  
Cockburn, J. (1879) Notes on Stone Implements from the Khasi Hills, Journal of Asiatic 

Society of Bengal, XIVIII(pt. II).  
Dani, A.H. (1960) Pre-history and Proto-history of Eastern India, Calcutta. 

Dasgupta, H.C. (1913) On Two Shouldered Stone Implements from Assam, The Journal 

of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, IX. 

Dhavalikar, M.K. (1972) Archaeology of Gauhati, Bulletin of Deccan College and Research 

Institute, 32(II). 

Dutta, J.C. (1891) Old Relics of Kamarupa, Calcutta.  
Godwin Austen, H.H. (1875) A Celt Found at Khasi Hills at Shillong, Proceedings of the 

Asiatic Society of Bengal.  
Goswami, M.C. (1959) A Typological Study of Shouldered Celts from 

Rengchangiri (Garo Hills), Journal of Gauhati University, X(2).  
Goswami, M.C. (1963) Further Report on the Investigations into the Prehistoric 

Archaeology of North Cachar Hills, Assam, Journal of Gauhati University, XIV(2). 

Gupta, K.K. (1967) Copper Plates of Sylhet, Sylhet.  
Hutton, J.H. (1928) Prehistory of Assam, Man in India, VIII(4). 

Indian Archaeology – A Review, Archaeological Survey of India, New Delhi.  
Jai Prakash Singh and Gautam Sengupta (ed.) (1991) Archaeology of North-Eastern India, 

Vikash Publishing House Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi.  
Mills, J.P. (1933) Assam as a Field of Research, Journal of the Assam Research Society, 1(1). 

Pamberton, R.B. (1835) Report on the Eastern Frontier of British India, Calcutta. 
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Poddar, B.C. and Ramesh, N.R. (1983) Spotlight on Prehistory of Tripura, Geological 

Survey of India Northeastern Region, News Letter, 2(1).  
Ramesh, N.R. (1987) Evidence of Stone Age Culture in Pleistocene Sediment of Tripura, 

Indian Journal of Earth Sciences, 14(3-4).  
Roychoudhury, N.R. (1983) Tripura through the Ages, Delhi. 

Sankalia, H.D. (1981) From History to Prehistory in Assam, Cultural Contours of India, pt. 

II (ed.) V.S. Srivastav. 

Sharma and Majumdar (ed.) (1980) Eastern Himalayas, New Delhi. 

Sharma, M.M. (1978) Inscriptions of Ancient Assam, Gauhati University. 

Sharma, T.C. (1966) Prehistoric Archaeology of Assam – A Study on Neolithic Culture (Ph. D. 

Thesis), London University. 

Sharma, T.C. (1979) Archaeology in Assam, Ancient Ceylon, 3.  
Sharma, T.C. (1979) Source of Prehistory of Meghalaya, Sources of History of India (ed.) 

S.P. Sen, Calcutta. 

Sharma, T.C. (1984) Meghalaya in Prehistoric Times, Garo Hills – land and the People (ed.) 

L.S. Gassah, New Delhi. 

Sharma, T.C. (1984) Northeast India in Prehistoric Times, The Tribes of Northeast India 

(ed.) S. Karotemprel, Calcutta. 

Sharma, T.C. (1984) On the Problems of Upper Palaeolithic in North East India, Recent 

Advances in Indo-Pacific Prehistory (ed.) Mishra, V.N. and Bellwood. 

Sharma, T.C. (1984-85) Recent Advances in Prehistory and Archaeology of 

Northeast India, Journal of the Assam Research Society, XXVIII. 

Singh, O.K. and Sharma, T.C. (1969) On the Discovery of Stone Age Relics from 

Manipur, Journal of the Assam Science Society, XII.  
Singh, Yumjao (1935) Report on the Archaeological Studies in Manipur, Bulletin No. 1, 

Imphal.  
Sonowal, Minarva and Sharma, T.C. (1986) On the Evidence of Flake and Blade 

Industries in the Michimagiri area of Central Garo Hills, Meghalaya Archaeological 

Studies, Bharat Kala Bhawan, BHU.  
Steel, E.H. (1870) Celts Found among the Namsang Nagas, Proceedings of Assiatic 

Society of Bengal. 

Westmecott, G.E. (1835) Description of Ancient Temples and Ruins at Chardwar in 

Assam, The Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. 
 
 
 

 

Course No. 404(A/2) : Ethno-archaeology 

 

As of MA Anthropology 
 
 
 
Course No. 405 (A/1) – Dissertation 

 

A student would write a dissertation on the topic allotted by the department, under 

the supervision of a teacher in the department. 

 

Marks for internal would be awarded on the basis of presentation made by the student 

in the department. 
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(SPECIALISATION) 

HISTORY OF MEDIEVAL INDIA 

(B) 

3rd Semester 
 
Course No. 301 (B/1) : State and Polity Formation 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Theories of State : Oriental state, Imperial State, Feudal 10 1.2 

 State, Segmentary State, patriomonial state   
    

Unit - II Early State system : Vedic State and Polity, Emergence 10 1.2 

 of Janapadas in India, Administrative Structure of the   

 Mauryas, Dhamma of Asoka, Nature of Gupta State.   

 Debate on Indian feudalism   
    

Unit - III Early Medieval India : Social condition of North India 10 1.2 

 in early medieval time (Structure of Society: caste and   

 class; caste and profession ; marriage and position of   

 women), law and order situation and nature of   

 Vijaynagar state; Structure of Chola state system,   

 Nature of state : The Ahoms, Dimasas, Tripura   
    

Unit - IV State under the Delhi Sultanate : The state system 10 1.2 

 under Delhi Sultanate (The theory of kingship with   

 special reference to Giasuddin Balban, Role of Nobility   

 and Ulamas), Revenue system during the Sultanate   

 period; The Iqta system, Economic regulation of Ala   

 Uddin Khilji, Administrative & Revenue reforms of Ala   

 Uddin Khilji; Administrative & Revenue Reforms   

 during the Tuglaque period   
    

Unit - V Mughal State system : Nature of Mughal 10 1.2 

 administration, The theory of Mughal kingship and its   

 theocratic nature, Land revenue system during the   

 Mughals, Zamindari & Jagirdari system, Agrarian crisis   

 of the Mughal Empire; Mansabdari system, Decline of   

 Mughal Empire and the rise of regional kingdoms.   

 Revenue system under the Marathas   
    

 
Suggested Readings: 

 
Romila Thapar, From Lineage to State; Social Formations in the mid-First Millennium 

B.C in the Ganga Valley, OUP, 1984.  
Brajdulal Chattapadhya, The Making of Early Medieval India, OUP, 1994. 

M. Athar Ali, Mughal India , OUP, 

HJM Claessen and P. Skalnik, (ed .) The Study of the State, The Hague, 1981.  
R.S. Sarma, The Segmentary State and the Indian Experience, IHR, 16,1993 pp-81-110 

Ramila Thaper, Early India (from the origins to AD 1300),the Penguine. 

Herman Kulke , The State in India , 1000-1700, OUP 
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Course No. 302 (B/1) : State in Medieval India: Culture, Science and Technology 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Religion: Hinduism, Islam, Jainism, Christianity 10 1.2 

    

Unit - II Religious   movements:   Bhakti   movements,   Sufi 10 1.2 

 movements, and other religious movements   

    

Unit - III Art, Architecture and Literature: Delhi Sultanate, 10 1.2 

 Vijayanagar and Bahamani   

    

Unit - IV Art, Architecture and Literature during Mughal period 10 1.2 

    

Unit - V Development of science and technology in medieval 10 1.2 

 India   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

M Athar Ali, Mughal India: Studies in Polity, Ideas, Society and Culture, New Delhi, 2006. 

Aziz Ahmad, Studies in Islamic Culture in the Indian Environment, New Delhi, 1999.  
CA Bayly, Rulers, Townsmen, and Bazaars, North Indian Society in the Age of British 

Expansion, 1770-1870, New Delhi, 1992. 

R.M. Eaton, The Rise of Islam and the Bengal Frontier, 1204-1760, New Delhi, 1997. 

R.M. Eaton, Essays on Islam and Indian History, New Delhi, 2000.  
R.M. Eaton, Indian Islamic Traditions, 711-1750, New Delhi, 2003. 

Irfan Habib, Akbar and His India, New Delhi, 1997.  
Irfan Habib, Medieval Technology: Exchange between India and the Islamic World, Aligarh, 

1985.  
Irfan Habib, (ed.) Religion in Indian History, New Delhi, 2007. 

Irfan Habib, ed. Medieval India 1: Researches in the history of India, 1200-1750, Delhi, 1992. 

Irfan Habib, Medieval India: The Study of a Civilization, New Delhi, 2008. 

Yusuf Hussain, Glimpses of Medieval Indian Culture, New Delhi, 

1957. I.A. Khan, ed. Akbar and his Age, New Delhi, 1999. 

Harbans Mukhia, Perspectives on Medieval India, New Delhi, 1993. 

Harbans Mukhia, The Mughals of India, Oxford, 2004.  
K.A. Nizami, Akbar and Religion, New Delhi, 1989. 

A.J. Qaisar and SP Verma, eds. Art and Culture: Felicitation volume in honour of Professor S 

Nurul Hasan, Jaipur, 1993. 

S.A.A. Rizvi, Muslim revivalist movements in Northern India in the sisteenth and seventeenth 

century, Agra, 1965. 

S.R. Sharma, Religious Policy of the Mughal Emperors, New Delhi 1972. 

A.K. Srivastava, Hindu Society in the Sixteenth Century, New Delhi, 1981. 

I.H. Siddiqui, ed., Medieval India: Essays in Intellectual Thoughts and Culture, vol. I, New 

Delhi, 2003. 

M. Habib and KA Nizami, eds. A Comprehensive History of India, vol. v (The Delhi 

Sultanate), New Delhi, 1974.  
E.M. Koch, Mughal Architecture, New Delhi, 2002. 
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S.P. Blake, Shahjahanabad: The Sovereign City in Mughal India, 1639-1739, Cambridge, 

1991.  
I.P. Gupta, Urban Glimpses of Mughal India: Agra, the Imperial Capital (16th and 17th 

centuries), Delhi, 1986.  
I.A. Khan, “The Middle Classes in the Mughal Empire” POIHC, 36th, Aligarh, 1975, pp. 

113-41.  
H.K. Naqvi, Urban Centres under the Great Mughals, 1556-1707, Shimla, 1971. 

C.A. Bayly, Rulers, Townsmen and Bazaars: North Indian Society in the Age of British 

Expansion, Cambridge, 1983. 

CA Bayly, Indian Society and the Making of British Empire, (The New Cambridge History 

of India, vol. II, 2), Cambridge, 1988. 

ZU Mallik, The Reign of Muhammad Shah, 1719-1748, Bambay, 1977. 

Nurul Hasan, State, Religion and Society in Medieval India  
Irfan Habib, Essays in Indian History: Towards a Marxist Perception, Delhi, 1995. 

Satish Chandra, Mughal Religious Policies, the Rajputs and the Deccan, Delhi, 1993.  
SAA Rizvi, Religious and Intellectual History of the Muslims in Akbar’s Reign, with special 

reference to Abu’l Fazl, 1556-1605, Delhi, 1975.  
SAA Rizvi, A History of Sufism in India, vol. 1 and 2. (1978 and 1983). 
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Course No. 303 (B/1) : State in Medieval India: Society and Economy 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Social groups during Delhi Sultanate: the nobility, the 10 1.2 

 urban population, the rural community   

    

Unit - II Agrarian structure and economy under Sultanate: land 10 1.2 

 revenue  administration,  position  of  intermediaries,   

 production process, trade and industry   

    

Unit - III Social groups during the Mughals: the nobility, 10 1.2 

 merchant classes, stratification within zamindars and   

 peasants, caste system, tribes, and women   

    

Unit - IV Agrarian structure and economy under Mughals: land 10 1.2 

 revenue system, jagirdari system, population,   

 agriculture production   

    

Unit - V Craft and industry, money and credits, trade and 10 1.2 

 commerce during the Mughal period   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

M Athar Ali, Mughal India: Studies in Polity, Ideas, Society and Culture, New Delhi, 2006. 

Aziz Ahmad, Studies in Islamic Culture in the Indian Environment, New Delhi, 1999.  
CA Bayly, Rulers, Townsmen, and Bazaars, North Indian Society in the Age of British 

Expansion, 1770-1870, New Delhi, 1992. 

RM Eaton, The Rise of Islam and the Bengal Frontier, 1204-1760, New Delhi, 1997. 

RM Eaton, Essays on Islam and Indian History, New Delhi, 2000. 

RM Eaton, Indian Islamic Traditions, 711-1750, New Delhi, 2003. 

Irfan Habib, Agrarian System of Mughal India, Bombay, 1963. 

Irfan Habib, (ed.) Religion in Indian History, New Delhi, 2007.  
Irfan Habib, ed. Medieval India 1: Researches in the history of India, 1200-1750, Delhi, 1992. 

Irfan Habib, Medieval India: The Study of a Civilization, New Delhi, 2008.  
Afzal Hussain, The Nobility under Akbar and Jahangir: A Study of Family Groups, New 

Delhi, 1999. 

Yusuf Hussain, Glimpses of Medieval Indian Culture, New Delhi, 

1957. Harbans Mukhia, Perspectives on Medieval India, New Delhi, 

1993. Harbans Mukhia, The Mughals of India, Oxford, 2004.  
JF Richards, The Mughal Empire, Cmabridge, 1993. 

JF Richards, The Imperial Monetary System of Mughal India, Delhi, 1987. 

JS Grewal, The State and Society in Medieval India, New Delhi, 2005. 

M Habib, Politics and Society during the early medieval period, New Delhi, 1974.  
Andre Wink, Land and Sovereignty in India: Agarrian Society and politics under the 

Eighteenth-century Maratha Swarajya, Cambridge, 1986.  
NA Siddiqui, Land Revenue Administration under the Mughal, Aligarh, 1964. 

SN Hassan, Thoughts on agrarian relations in Mughal India, Delhi, 1973. 

RF Frykenberg, Land Control social structure in India, Wiscosin, 1969.  
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RG Fox, Kin, Clan, Raja and Rule: State-Hinterland Relations in Pre-Industrial India, 

Berkeley, 1971.  
IP Gupta, Urban Glimpses of Mughal India: Agra, the Imperial Capital (16th and 17th 

centuries), Delhi, 1986.  
IA Khan, “The Middle Classes in the Mughal Empire” POIHC, 36th, Aligarh, 1975, pp. 

113-41.  
DHA Kolff, Naukar, Rajput and Sepoy: The Ethnohistory of the Military Labour Market in 

Hindustan, 1450-1850, Cambridge, 1990.  
KA Leonard, Social History of Indian Caste: The Kayasths of Hyderabad, Berlerley, 1978. 

HK Naqvi, Urban Centres under the Great Mughals, 1556-1707, Shimla, 1971.  
IH Siddiqui, Mughal Relations with the Indian Ruling Elite, Delhi, 1983. 

Chetan Singh, “Forests, Pastrolists and Agrarian Society in Mughal India” in D Arnold 

and R Guha, Nature, Culture, Imperialism: Essays on the Environmental History of South 

Asia, Delhi, 1995, pp. 21-48.  
KK Trivedi, “Changes in Caste-Composition of the Zamindar Class in Western Uttar 

Pradesh, 1595-1900”, Indian Historical Review, vol. II (1), 1975. 

Shirin Aktar, The Role of Zamindars in Bengal, 1707-1772, Dacca, 1982.  
Muzzafar Alam, “The Zamindars and Mughal Power in the Deccan, 1686-1712”, IESHR, 

11, 1, 1974, pp. 74-91.  
H Fukazawa, The Medieval Deccan: Peasants, Social Systems, and States, Sixteenth to 

Eightenth Centuries, Delhi, 1991.  
H Kulke, Kings and Cults: State Formation and Legitimation in India and Southeast Asia, 

Delhi, 1993.  
JR McLane, Land and Local Kingship in Eighteenth-century Bengal, Cambridge, 1993. 

Chetan Singh, Region and Empire: Punjab in the Seventeenth Century, Delhi, 1991. 

Dilbagh Singh, The State, Landlords and Peasants: Eastern Rajasthan in the 18th  Century, 
Delhi, 1990. 

KK Trivedi, Agra: Economic and Political Study of a Mughal Suba (1580-1707), Pune, 1998. 

Andre Wink, Land and Sovereignty in India: Agrarian Society and Politics under the 

Eighteenth-century Maratha Svarajya, Cambridge, 1986.  
CA Bayly, Rulers, Townsmen and Bazaars: North Indian Society in the Age of British 

Expansion, Cambridge, 1983.  
CA Bayly, Indian Society and the Making of British Empire, (The New Cambridge History 

of India, vol. II, 2), Cambridge, 1988.  
Satish Chandra, Medieval India: Society, the Jagirdari Crisis and the Village, Delhi, 1982. 

Satish Chandra, Parties and Politics at the Mughal Court, 1707-1740, Delhi, 1979.  
Satish Chandra, The Eighteenth Century in India: Its Economy and the Role of the Marathas, 

the Jats, the Sikhs and the Afghans, Delhi, 1986. 

I Hussain, The Rise and Decline of the Ruhela Chieftaincies in 18th Century India, Delhi, 

1994. Nurul Hasan, State, Religion and Society in Medieval India 

SF Dale, Indian Merchant and Eurasian Trade, 1600-1750, Cambridge, 1994. 

SN Hasan, Thoughts on Agrarian Relations in Mughal India, Delhi, 1973. 

Shireen Moosvi, The Economy of Mughal Empire c. 1595: A statistical Study, Delhi. 
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Course No. 304 (B/1) : State in Medieval India: Institutions and Governance 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I The Background: Persian and Turko-Mongol traditions 10 1.2 

    

Unit - II The evolution: the state, Iqta, Mansab, Nayak, Jagir 10 1.2 

    

Unit - III The ruling class: Chahalgani, Composite nobility, 10 1.2 

 Zamindar class   

    

Unit - IV Empire and the provinces: Centralise state, the 10 1.2 

 Provinces, the local administration   

    

Unit - V Empire and Resistance: Parties and politics at the centre, 10 1.2 

 centre vs. provinces, state vs. the zamindars, state vs.   

 peasants, state vs. the tribes   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

M Athar Ali, The Mughal Nobility Under Aurangzeb, Bombay, 1966. 

M Athar Ali, Mughal India: Studies in Polity, Ideas, Society and Culture, New Delhi, 2006. 

Muzaffar Alam and Sanjay Subrahmanyam, eds. The Mughal State, 1526-1750, New 

Delhi, 2002. 

Abdul Aziz, The Mansabdari System and the Mughal Army, Delhi, 1972.  
CA Bayly, Rulers, Townsmen, and Bazaars, North Indian Society in the Age of British 

Expansion, 1770-1870, New Delhi, 1992.  
Satish Chandra, Parties and Politics at the Mughal Court, 1707-1740, Aligarh, 1959. 

RM Eaton, The Rise of Islam and the Bengal Frontier, 1204-1760, New Delhi, 1997. 

Irfan Habib, Agrarian System of Mughal India, Bombay, 1963. 

Irfan Habib, Akbar and His India, New Delhi, 1997.  
Irfan Habib, Essays in Indian History: Towards a Marxist perception, New Delhi, 1995. Irfan 

Habib, “The Masab System, 1595-1637” in Proceedings os the Indian History Congress,  
29th session, Patiala, 1967, pp. 221-42.  
Irfan Habib, ed. Medieval India 1: Researches in the history of India, 1200-1750, Delhi, 1992. 
Irfan Habib, Medieval India: The Study of a Civilization, New Delhi, 2008.  
Afzal Hussain, The Nobility under Akbar and Jahangir: A Study of Family Groups, New 

Delhi, 1999.  
IA Khan, ed. Akbar and his Age, New Delhi, 1999. 

Herman Kulke, ed. The State in India, 1000-1700, New Delhi, 1995. 

Harbans Mukhia, Perspectives on Medieval India, New Delhi, 1993. 

Harbans Mukhia, The Mughals of India, Oxford, 2004.  
JF Richards, Kingship and Authority in South Asia, New Delhi, 2001 (reprint). 

JF Richards, The Mughal Empire, Cmabridge, 1993.  
IH Siddiqui, ed., Medieval India: Essays in Intellectual Thoughts and Culture, vol. I, New 

Delhi, 2003. 

Burton Stein, History of India, Oxford, 1998.  
Hiroshi Fukazawa, The Medieval Deccan: Peasants, Social Systems and States, Montreal, 

1971.  
AUS/History/2015  



 43 

 
JS Grewal, The State and Society in Medieval India, New Delhi, 2005. 

M Habib, Politics and Society during the early medieval period, New Delhi, 1974.  
M Habib and KA Nizami, eds. A Comprehensive History of India, vol. v (The Delhi 

Sultanate), New Delhi, 1974.  
P Jackson, Delhi Sultanate: A Political and Military History, Cambridge, 1999. 

Andre Wink, Land and Sovereignty in India: Agrarian Society and politics under the 

Eighteenth-century Maratha Swarajya, Cambridge, 1986. 

NA Siddiqui, Land Revenue Administration under the Mughal, Aligarh, 1964. 

SN Hasan, Thoughts on agrarian relations in Mughal India, Delhi, 1973. 

RF Frykenberg, Land control and social structure in India, Wiscosin, 1969.  
Shireen Moosvi, “Evolution of the Mansab System under Akbar until 1596-97”, Journal of 

the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland, 1981, No. 2, pp. 178-85. 

IH Qureshi, The Administration of the Mughal Empire, Karachi, 1966.  
P Saran, The Provincial Government of the Mughals, Bombay, 1973. 

SP Blake, Shahjahanabad: The Sovereign City in Mughal India, 1639-1739, Cambridge, 1991. 

RG Fox, Kin, Clan, Raja and Rule: State-Hinterland Relations in Pre-Industrial India, 

Berkeley, 1971.  
IP Gupta, Urban Glimpses of Mughal India: Agra, the Imperial Capital (16th and 17th 
centuries), Delhi, 1986.  
IA Khan, “The Middle Classes in the Mughal Empire” POIHC, 36th, Aligarh, 1975, pp. 

113-41.  
DHA Kolff, Naukar, Rajput and Sepoy: The Ethnohistory of the Military Labour Market in 

Hindustan, 1450-1850, Cambridge, 1990.  
HK Naqvi, Urban Centres under the Great Mughals, 1556-1707, Shimla, 1971. 

IH Siddiqui, Mughal Relations with the Indian Ruling Elite, Delhi, 1983. 

Chetan Singh, “Forests, Pastrolists and Agrarian Society in Mughal India” in D Arnold 

and R Guha, Nature, Culture, Imperialism: Essays on the Environmental History of South 

Asia, Delhi, 1995, pp. 21-48.  
Shirin Aktar, The Role of Zamindars in Bengal, 1707-1772, Dacca, 1982. 

Muzzafar Alam, “The Zamindars and Mughal Power in the Deccan, 1686-1712”, IESHR, 

11, 1, 1974, pp. 74-91. 

Indu Banga, Agrarian System of the Sikhs, Delhi, 1978.  
RB Barnett, North India Between Empires: Awadh, the Mughals and the British, 1720-1801, 

Berkeley, 1980.  
PB Calkins, “The formation of a regionally-oriented Ruling Group in Bengal, 1700-

1740”, The Journal of Asian Studies, 29, 4, 1970, pp.799-806.  
BS Cohn, “Political Systems in Eighteenth-Century India: The Benares Region”, Journal 

of the American Oriental Society, Vol.lxxxii, (3), 1962, pp. 312-19. 

SC Dutta, The Northeast and the Mughals, 1661-1714, Delhi, 1984.  
SP Gupta, The Agrarian System of Eastern Rajasthan, 1650-1750, Delhi, 1986. 

H Kulke, Kings and Cults: State Formation and Legitimation in India and Southeast Asia,  
Delhi, 1993. 

K Leonard, “The Hyderabad Political System and Its Participants”, The Journal of Asian 

Studies, Vol. xxx (3), 1971, pp. 569-82. 

JR McLane, Land and Local Kingship in Eighteenth-century Bengal, Cambridge, 1993. 

NS Ramaswami, Political History of the Carnatic under the Nawabs, Delhi, 1984. 

BC Ray, Orissa under the Mughals, Calcutta, 1981. 

JF Richards, Mughal Administration in Golconda, Oxford, 1975.  
Chetan Singh, Region and Empire: Punjab in the Seventeenth Century, Delhi, 1991. 

Dilbagh Singh, The State, Landlords and Peasants: Eastern Rajasthan in the 18th  Century, 
Delhi, 1990. 
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SN Sinha, Subah of Allahabad under the Great Mughals, Delhi, 1974. 

KK Trivedi, Agra: Economic and Political Study of a Mughal Suba (1580-1707), Pune, 1998. 

Andre Wink, Land and Sovereignty in India: Agrarian Society and Politics under the 

Eighteenth-century Maratha Svarajya, Cambridge, 1986.  
Muzzafar Alam, The Crisis of Empire in Mughal North India: Awadh and the Punjab, 1707-

1748, Delhi, 1986.  
CA Bayly, Rulers, Townsmen and Bazaars: North Indian Society in the Age of British 

Expansion, Cambridge, 1983.  
CA Bayly, Indian Society and the Making of British Empire, (The New Cambridge History 

of India, vol. II, 2), Cambridge, 1988.  
Satish Chandra, Medieval India: Society, the Jagirdari Crisis and the Village, Delhi, 1982. 

R.P.Tripathi, Some aspects of Muslim Administration, Allah.abad, 1974 

DE Streusand, The formation of Mughal Empire, Delhi, 1989. 
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Course No. 305 (B/1) : State, Society and Economy: Eighteenth Century India 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I The 18th century debate 10 1.2 

    

Unit - II Regionalisation of polity and administration 10 1.2 

    

Unit - III The economics in regional kingdoms: agriculture, land 10 1.2 

 revenue system, money and credits, craft and industry,   

 trade and commerce   

    

Unit - IV Society and culture between Empires 10 1.2 

    

Unit - V The coming Company Raj: change and continuities 10 1.2 

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Shirin Aktar, The Role of Zamindars in Bengal, 1707-1772, Dacca, 1982. 
 
Muzzafar Alam, “The Zamindars and Mughal Power in the Deccan, 1686-1712”, IESHR, 

11, 1, 1974, pp. 74-91. 
 
Indu Banga, Agrarian System of the Sikhs, Delhi, 1978. 

 
R.B. Barnett, North India Between Empires: Awadh, the Mughals and the British, 1720-1801,  
Berkeley, 1980. 

 
P.B. Calkins, “The formation of a regionally-oriented Ruling Group in Bengal, 1700-

1740”, The Journal of Asian Studies, 29, 4, 1970, pp.799-806. 
 
B.S. Cohn, “Political Systems in Eighteenth-Century India: The Benares Region”, Journal 

of the American Oriental Society, Vol.lxxxii, (3), 1962, pp. 312-19. 
 
S.C. Dutta, The Northeast and the Mughals, 1661-1714, Delhi, 1984. 

 
H. Fukazawa, The Medieval Deccan: Peasants, Social Systems, and States, Sixteenth to 

Eightenth Centuries, Delhi, 1991. 
 
S.P. Gupta, The Agrarian System of Eastern Rajasthan, 1650-1750, Delhi, 1986. 

 
H. Kulke, Kings and Cults: State Formation and Legitimation in India and Southeast Asia, 

Delhi, 1993. 
 
K. Leonard, “The Hyderabad Political System and Its Participants”, The Journal of Asian 

Studies, Vol. xxx (3), 1971, pp. 569-82. 
 
J.R. McLane, Land and Local Kingship in Eighteenth-century Bengal, Cambridge, 1993. 

 
N.S. Ramaswami, Political History of the Carnatic under the Nawabs, Delhi, 1984. 

 
B.C. Ray, Orissa under the Mughals, Calcutta, 1981. 
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J.F. Richards, Mughal Administration in Golconda, Oxford, 1975. 
 
Chetan Singh, Region and Empire: Punjab in the Seventeenth Century, Delhi, 1991. 
 
Dilbagh Singh, The State, Landlords and Peasants: Eastern Rajasthan in the 18th Century, 

Delhi, 1990. 
 
S.N. Sinha, Subah of Allahabad under the Great Mughals, Delhi, 1974. 
 
K.K. Trivedi, Agra: Economic and Political Study of a Mughal Suba (1580-1707), Pune, 1998. 
 
Andre Wink, Land and Sovereignty in India: Agrarian Society and Politics under the 

Eighteenth-century Maratha Svarajya, Cambridge, 1986. 
 
Muzzafar Alam, The Crisis of Empire in Mughal North India: Awadh and the Punjab, 1707-

1748, Delhi, 1986. 
 
Muzzafar Alam, “Eastern India in the Early Eighteenth-century “Crisis”: Some 

Evidence from Bihar”, IESHR, 28, 1, 1991, pp. 43-71. 
 
M. Athar Ali, The Mughal Nobility Under Auranzeb, (rev.) 1997. 
 
Muzzafar Alam, Mughal India: Studies in Polity, Ideas, Society and Culture, New Delhi, 

2006. 
 
C.A. Bayly, Rulers, Townsmen and Bazaars: North Indian Society in the Age of British 

Expansion, Cambridge, 1983. 
 
C.A. Bayly, Indian Society and the Making of British Empire, The New Cambridge History 

of India, vol. II, 2, Cambridge, 1988. 
 
Satish Chandra, Medieval India: Society, the Jagirdari Crisis and the Village, Delhi, 1982. 
 
Satish Chandra, Parties and Politics at the Mughal Court, 1707-1740, Delhi, 1979. 
 
Satish Chandra, The Eighteenth Century in India: Its Economy and the Role of the Marathas, 

the Jats, the Sikhs and the Afghans, Delhi, 1986. 
 
Hermann, The Crisis of Indian Civilisation in the Eighteenth and Early Nineteenth Centuries,  
Calcutta, 1938. 
 
I. Hussain, The Rise and Decline of the Ruhela Chieftaincies in 18th Century India, Delhi, 

1994. 
 
Z.U. Mallik, The Reign of Muhammad Shah, 1719-1748, Bombay, 1977. 

M.N. Pearson, “Shivaji and the Decline of the Mughal Empire”, The Journal of Asian 

Studies, vol. 35, 2, 1976, pp. 221-35. 
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4th Semester 

 

Course No. 401 (B/1) : History of Medieval India: South India (1350-1565 CE) 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Vijayanagar Empire: conquest, expansion, and 10 1.2 

 disintegration   

    

Unit - II Bahamani   Kingdom:   conquest,   expansion,   and 10 1.2 

 disintegration   

    

Unit - III Administrative development in Vijayanagar and 10 1.2 

 Bahmani Kingdoms   

    

Unit - IV Agrarian structure and economy of Vijayanagar and 10 1.2 

 Bahmani   

    

Unit - V Society, culture and religion under Vijayanagar and 10 1.2 

 Bahmani   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 
 
Shastri, K.A.N., A History of South India, Madras, 1955. 

Shastri, K.A.N. (ed), Advanced History of India, 1971. 

A.K. Pillai, Tamil Country Under Vijayanagara, 1964. 

 
P.M. Joshi, The History of Medieval Deccan, (1295-1724), 2 vols. Hyderabad, 1973. 

 

A. Appadorai, Economic Conditions in South India, (1000-1500), 2 vols. Madras, 

1936. Srinivasan, C.K., Maratha Rule in the Carnatic, 1945. 

 
Burton Stein, Peasant State and Society in Medieval South India, Delhi, 1980. 

 
Burton Stein, Vijayanagara, (New Cambridge History of India, vol. 1.2), Cambridge, 

1993.  
Ludden, David, Peasant History in South India, Princeton, 1985. 

Jeyaseela, S. Stephens, Coromandel Coast and Its Hinterland, Delhi, 1997. 

 
Jeyaseela, S. Stephens, Portuguese in the Tamil Coast: Historical Explorations in 

Commerce and Culture, 1507-1749, Pondicherry, 1988. 
 
H Fukazawa, The Medieval Deccan: Peasants, Social Systems, and States, Sixteenth to 

Eighteenth Centuries, Delhi, 1991. 
 
Sanjay Subrahmanyam, Political Economy of Commerce in South India 1500-1650, 

Cambridge, 1990.  
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Course No. 402 (B/1) : History of Northeast India (1200-1800 CE) 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Polity and administrative structure: the Ahom state, the 10 1.2 

 Tipperah state, the Cooch Behar State, Manipur state,   

 the Dimasa state, and the Jaintia state   

    

Unit - II The agrarian system of medieval Brahmaputra-Surma 10 1.2 

 valley   

    

Unit - III Society, trade and culture in medieval Brahmaputra- 10 1.2 

 Surma valley   

    

Unit - IV The hill tribes: polity, society and economy 10 1.2 

    

Unit - V The hill-valley relations in medieval period; Northeast 10 1.2 

 states and the Mughals   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

J.B. Bhattacharjee, Social and Polity Formations in Pre-Colonial North East India, Vikas, 

Delhi, 1991. 

 

S.C. Dutta, The Northeast and the Mughals, 1661-1714, Delhi, 1984. 

 

Surajit Sinha, Tribal Polities and State Systems in Pre-Colonial Eastern and North Eastern 

India, Calcutta, 1989. 

 

N.N. Acharya, History of Medieval Assam, 
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Course No. 403 (B/1) : Trade and Commerce in Indian Ocean (15th to 16th century CE) 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Indian Ocean Trade and Commerce before 10 1.2 

 Portuguese; the coming of Portuguese in Indian   

 Ocean; The First Phase of Portuguese Settlement in   

 Indian Ocean (Western Coast); The Second Phase   

 of Portuguese settlement in Indian Ocean (Eastern   

 Coast)   

Unit - II Portuguese trade and Commerce in the first phase; 10 1.2 

 Portuguese Trade and Commerce in the second   

 phase; Decline of Portuguese trade and Commerce   

 in Mid-Sixteen Century   

Unit - III Portuguese Society in India; Portuguese 10 1.2 

 Relationship with the Indian Rulers; Christianity   

 in Portuguese Settlements   

Unit - IV Indian Traders and Merchants in 15th and 16th 10 1.2 

 centuries; Indian trade with the western world;   

 Indian trade with the eastern world.   

Unit - V Impact of Portuguese trade and commerce: on 10 1.2 

 Indian economy; Its impact on Indian Ocean trade;   

 its impact on the coastal societies of India   

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Boxer, C.R., Race Relations in the Portuguese Colonial Empire, 1415-1825, Oxford, 

Clarendon Press, 1963.  
Boxer, C.R., The Portuguese Seaborne Empire 1415-1825, London, 1925. 

Boxer, C.R., Fidalgos in the Far East, 1550-1770.  
Chaudhuri, K.N., Asia before Europe: Economy and Civilization of the Indian Ocean from the 

rise of Islam to 1750, Cambridge, 1990.  
Dasgupta, Ashin and Pearson, M.N., India and the Indian ocean, 1500-1800, New Delhi, 

OUP, 1999.  
Mathew, K.S., (ed.), The Portuguese and the Socio-Cultural Changes in India, 1500- 1800, 

Fundacao Oriente, 2001.  
Matthew, K.S., Portuguese Trade with India in the 16th Century, New Delhi, Manohar, 

1983. McPherson, Kenneth, The Indian Ocean: A History of People and the Sea, Delhi, 1993. 

Om Prakash and Lombard, Denys (ed), Commerce and Culture of the Bay of Bengal, New 

Delhi, 1997. 

Om Prakash, New Cambridge History of India, European Commercial Enterprises in Pre 

Colonial India, II. 5, Cambridge, CU P, 1998. 

Payne , C.H., Akbar and the Jesuits, London, 1931.  
Pearson, M.N., Portuguese in Coastal Western India: Studies from Portuguese Records, XCHR 

Studies Series, No.2, New Delhi, Concept Publishing House, 1981.  
Reid, Anthony, South East Asia in the Age of Commerce 1400-1500, Yale University Press, 

Stephen, S. Jeyaseela, Portuguese in the Tamil Coast: Historical exploration in commerce and 

culture, (1507-1749) Navajothi, Pondicherry, 1998.  
Stephens, Jeyaseela, S., Coromandel Coast and Its Hinterland, Manohar, Delhi, 1997. 
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Stephens, Jeyaseela, S., Portuguese in the Tamil Coast: Historical Explorations in Commerce 

and Culture, 1507-1749, Pondicherry, Navajothi, 1988.  
Subrahmanyam, Sanjay (ed), Sinners and Saints: The Successors of Vasco Da Gama, New 

Delhi, OUP, 1995.  
Subrahmanyam, Sanjay, Improvising Empire: Portuguese Trade and Settlement in the Bay of 

Bengal, 1500-1700, New Delhi, OUP, 1990.  
Subrahmanyam,  Sanjay,  Political  Economy  of  Commerce  in  South  India  1500-1650, 

Cambridge, CUP, 1990.  
Subrahmanyam, Sanjay, The Career and Legend of Vasco Da Gama, New Delhi, CUP, 

1997. Subrahmanyam, Sanjay, The Portuguese Empire in Asia, 1500–1700: A Political and 

Economic History, 1993. 
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Course No. 404 (B/1) : Trade and Commerce in Indian Ocean (17th to 18th century CE) 

 

Unit Course Content No. of No. of 

No.  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Indian Ocean in 17th and 18th Centuries; 10 1.2 

 Portuguese Trade and Settlements in 17th and 18th   

 centuries; Portuguese in the Western Coast;   

 Portuguese in the Eastern Coast.   

Unit - II English East India Company in India; its trade and 10 1.2 

 commercial organizations; its settlements in India;   

 its conflicts with other European powers; conflict   

 with Indian rulers   

Unit - II The Dutch in India; its trade and commercial 10 1.2 

 organization; its settlements and administration;   

 the French in Indian Oceans; its trade and   

 commercial organizations, its settlements   

Unit -IV Staying on: The Indian traders and merchants in 10 1.2 

 17th and 18th centuries; participation of Indian   

 ruling class in ocean trades; Textile production in   

 India; Europeans and Asians in an age of   

 contained conflict   

Unit - V ‘Country trade’ in Indian Ocean Networks; Impact 10 1.2 

 of European Commerce on Indian Economy;   

 Conflict between the Europeans and Indian   

 Rulers; the triumph of East India Company in   

 India Politics.   

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Arasaratnam, S., Merchants, Companies and Commerce on the Coromandel Coast, 1650-1740,  
Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1986. 

Subrahmanyam, Sanjay, The Portuguese Empire in Asia, 1500–1700: A Political and 

Economic History, 1993.  
Bassett, D.K., “British ‘Country Trade and the Local Trade Networks in the Thai and 

Malay states, c.1680-1770,” Modern Asian Studies (MAS), 1989, p.630.  
Bayly, Susan, Saints, Goddesses and Kings, The Muslims and Christians in South India 1700-

1900, New Delhi : Cambridge University Press , 1992.  
Boxer, C.R., Dutch Seaborne Empire, London, 1965. 

Boxer, C.R., Portuguese India in the Mid Seventeenth Century, New Delhi, Oxford 

University Press, 1980. 

Boxer, C.R., Race Relations in the Portuguese Colonial Empire, 1415-1825, Oxford, 

Clarendon Press, 1963. 

Boxer, C.R., The Portuguese Seaborne Empire 1415-1825, London, 1925. 

Boxer, C.R., Fidalgos in the Far East, 1550-1770. 

Boxer, C.R., Dutch Seaborne Empire, London, 1965.  
Dasgupta, Ashin and Pearson, M.N., India and the Indian ocean, 1500-1800, New Delhi, 

OUP, 1999.  
Furber, Holden, Rival Empires of trade in the Orient, 1600-1800, Oxford, 1976. 

Ludden, David, Peasant History in South India, Princeton, 1985. 
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Mathew, K.S., (ed.), The Portuguese and the Socio-Cultural Changes in India, 1500- 1800, 

Fundacao Oriente, 2001.  
Matthew, K.S., Portuguese Trade with India in the 16th Century, New Delhi, Manohar, 1983. 

Mcgee, T.G., The South East Asian City: A Social Geography of the Primate Cities of South 

East Asia, London, Bell and Sons, 1967.  
McPherson, Kenneth, The Indian Ocean: A History of People and the Sea, Delhi, 1993. 

Narayana Rao, Velcheru, Shulaman, David and Subrahmanyam, Sanjay, Symbols of 

Substance: Courts and State in Nayaka Period Tamil Nadu, New Delhi, OUP, 1998.  
Om Prakash and Lombard, Denys (ed), Commerce and Culture of the Bay of Bengal, New 

Delhi, 1997.  
Om Prakash, New Cambridge History of India, European Commercial Enterprises in Pre 

Colonial India, II. 5, Cambridge, CU P, 1998. 

Payne , C.H., Akbar and the Jesuits, London, 1931.  
Pearson, M.N., Portuguese in Coastal Western India: Studies from Portuguese Records, XCHR 

Studies Series, No.2, New Delhi, Concept Publishing House, 1981.  
Quiason, S.D., English “Country Trade” with the Philippines, 1644-1765, University of the 

Philippines Press, Quezon City, 1966.  
Reid, Anthony, South East Asia in the Age of Commerce 1400-1500, Yale University Press, 

Stephen, S. Jeyaseela, Portuguese in the Tamil Coast: Historical exploration in commerce and 

culture, (1507-1749) Navajothi, Pondicherry, 1998.  
Stephens, Jeyaseela, S., Coromandel Coast and Its Hinterland, Manohar, Delhi, 1997. 

Stephens, Jeyaseela, S., Portuguese in the Tamil Coast: Historical Explorations in Commerce 

and Culture, 1507-1749, Pondicherry, Navajothi, 1988.  
Subrahmanyam, Sanjay (ed), Sinners and Saints: The Successors of Vasco Da Gama, New 

Delhi, OUP, 1995. 

Subrahmanyam, Sanjay, Improvising Empire: Portuguese Trade and Settlement in the Bay of 

Bengal, 1500-1700, New Delhi, OUP, 1990. 

Subrahmanyam,  Sanjay,  Political  Economy  of  Commerce  in  South  India  1500-1650,  
Cambridge, CUP, 1990. 

Subrahmanyam, Sanjay, The Career and Legend of Vasco Da Gama, New Delhi, CUP, 

1997. Watson, I.B., Foundation for Empire: English Private trade in India 1659-1760, Vikas 

Publishing House, New Delhi, 1980. 
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Course No. 405 (B/1) : Dissertation  

 

A student would write a dissertation on the topic allotted by the department, under 

the supervision of a teacher in the department. 

 

Marks for internal would be awarded on the basis of presentation made by the student 

in the department. 
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(SPECIALISATION) 

HISTORY OF MODERN INDIA 

(C)  
3rd Semester 

 

Course No. 301(C/1) : Economic History of India (1757-1950 CE) 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Pre-colonial Indian economy, Early European 10 1.2 

 Companies in India   

Unit - II Plassey and the changes in Indian Economy, East India 10 1.2 

 Company’s rule and Indian economy, Charter Acts.   

Unit - III Post 1857 colonial economic policy 10 1.2 

Unit - IV Land system, Agrarian relations 10 1.2 

Unit - V Industry: Indigenous and Large Scale Rise of Indian 10 1.2 

 bourgeoisie   

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Dutt, R.C. (1970) The Economic History, 2 vol., Publication Division, Govt. of 

India. Godgil (1971) The Industrial Evaluation of India in the Recent Times, OUP, 

Bombay. Dutt, R.P. (1979) India Today Manisha, Calcutta.  
Chandra, Bipan (1992) Essays on Colonialism, Orient Longman. 

Roy, Tirthankar (1996) Economic History of Modern India, OUP, Delhi. 

Bhattacharjee, Amit Swadeshi (1986) Enterprise in Bengal, vol. I, Seagull.  
Bhattacharjee, Amit Swadeshi (1986) Enterprise in Bengal, vol. II, Book Land, Kolkata. 

Bagchi, Amiya Kr. ( ) Private Investment in India, Peoples Publications, Kolkata. 

Kidron, Michel (1972) Foreign Investment in India, OUP, London. 
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Course No. 302(C/1) : Indian Nationalism 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Rise and growth of nationalism ,origin and development 10 1.2 

 of press, role of press during colonial period. Safety   

 valve theory of Indian National Congress   

Unit - II Economic critique of colonialism , Drain of wealth 10 1.2 

 theory , militant nationalism, Revolutionary terrorist   

 activities in India, Ideology of extremist group   

Unit - III Causes of Sir Sayeed Ahmeds’ transition from 10 1.2 

 nationalism to separatism, nationalist ideas of Sir Sayeed   

 Ahmed, M. Ali Jinnah, Allama Iqbal.   

 Formation of Muslim League in India, Aims, objectives   

 and methods of work of Muslim League (1906-1920 )   

Unit - IV Strategies of national movement, National movement in 10 1.2 

 Princely states of India, Women in national movement.,   

 working class movement in India , Rise of Communist   

 Party of India   

Unit - V Rise of communalism in India, Communalism (liberal 10 1.2 

 and extreme phase ) M. Ali Jinnahs’ transition from   

 nationalism to separatism, Nehru Report and Fourteen   

 points of Jinnah. Provincial election of 1937 and position   

 of Muslim League, Rise of Muslim League after Lahore   

 Resolution (1940 ) Causes of failure of Cabinet Mission   

 Plan, Causes and effect of Indias’ partition.   

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Bipan Chandra, Indias struggle for independence. New Delhi, 1996  
Tara Chand, History of freedom movement in India, vol 2, 3, 4, Delhi, 1967 

Sekar Bandhupadhaya, From Plassey to Partition. Delhi, 2009  
Sucheta Mahajan, Independence and Partition, New Delhi, 2000 

C.M. Phillips. The Evolution of India and Pakistan, 1859-1947 

V.P.Menon. The transfer of power in India. Calcutta, 1957  
Bipan Chandra, Communalism in Modern India. New Delhi, 1984 

Sitaram Goel, Muslim Separatism , New Delhi, 1995.  
Mushirul Hasan, Nationalism and Communal Politics in India, 1885-1930, New Delhi, 

1991  
K. N. Paniakar ,(ed) Communalism in India: History, Politics and Culture, Delhi, 1991. 

Surendranath Sen, Eighteen Fifty Seven, Calcutta 1957  
Anita Inder Singh, The Origin Of The Partition of India ,1937-47 

Anil Seal, The Emergence of Indian Nationalism, Cambridge 1968 

Sumit Sarkar, Modern India,1885-1947, Madras, 1995 

A. R. Desai, Social Background of Indian Nationalism 
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Course No. 303 (C/1) Gender in History 

Unit No. Course Content 

No. of 

Lecture 

No. 

of 

Credit 

Unit - I Introduction to Gender history 

- Gender as a category of Historical analysis 

o Invisibility of women in History 

- Interdisciplinary approaches of Gender 

history  

- Methodologies of Gender history 

- Key concepts: body, class, caste,  feminism, 

gender, masculinity, patriarchy, and sexual 

division of labour 

Development of Feminist thought  

 First wave feminism 

o Marxist feminism  

o Socialist Feminism  

 Second wave Feminism 

 Third wave feminism  

Emergence of Gender history in India 10 1.2 

Unit – II The position of women in pre-modern India - I 

(Ancient Period) 

 Different debates (Altekar’s paradigm and its 

critique, Orientalist construction of gender 

relations in ancient India, etc…)  

 Historical representation of women (literary and 

inscriptional references) 

 Women in different religious traditions, viz. 

Brahmanical (Vedic and post-Vedic period), 

Buddhist and Jain. 

o Women in bhakti tradition (Karaikkal 

Ammai, Andal, Akkamadevi, Meerabai, 

etc.) 

 The construction of womanhood - marriage, 

family and caste 10 1.2 

Unit – III The position of women in pre-modern India - II 

(Medieval period) 

 Women in the public sphere (rulers, patrons and 

livelihood earners) 

- Masculinity of the Mughal court culture 

(body  and  emotions;  norms  of  masculinity;  

love,  eros  and devotion in mystical thought) 

- Women’s agency – Imperial women (Mughal  

marriages  with  Rajput  women; Nur  Jahan 

and Razia Sultana)  

- Women  in  everyday  life: harem, women  

and law and gender relations in the  

household 

 Marginalized women (devadasi, courtesans and 

prostitutes) 10 1.2 

Unit – IV The position of women in Modern India 

 Culture as a critical site of constructions of 10 1.2 
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gender 

- The bhadramahila, sati, female honor, age of 

consent bill, widow remarriage, child 

marriage and purdah.  

 Social reform movements in the 19th century C.E.  

-  Brahmo Samaj, Arya Samaj, Prarthana Samaj 

and Aligarh Movement   

 Women in private/public sphere (women, 

education and work) 

- Women’s  rights (19th and 20th centuries C.E. 

legislations, which related to women’s issue - 

Regulation XVII of 1829, Regulation VI of 

1802, Widow Remarriage Act of 1856, India 

Act V of 1843, the Age of Consent Act, 1891, 

Child Marriage Restraint Act of 1929, etc.) 

 Women education (19th and 20th centuries C.E.) 

- Government (Wood’s Despatch, 1854; Hunter 

Commission of 1882, The Sadler Committee 

and the Sergeant Committee 

recommendations of the 20th century C.E.) 

- Jyotirao and Savitribai Phule, Tarabhai 

Shinde and  Pandita Ramabhai 

- Missionary activities  

Unit - V Women’s Movement 

 Women and Indian national movement 

- Gandhi and women  

- Participation of women in the Indian  

national movement  

 Women’ questions  

- E.V. Ramasami (Thanthai Periyar) and 

women  

- Sarojini Naidu 

 Women’s Organizations   

- All India Women's Conference 10 1.2 

Suggested Readings 

Agarwal, Bina. “The Gender and Environment Debate”. Feminist Studies. (Spring, 1992). 

Agnihotri, Indu and Vina Mazumdar. “Changing Terms of Political Discourse: Women’s 

Movement in India, 1970-1990”. Economic and Political Weekly 30, no. 29. (1994). 

Ali, Daud. Courtly Culture and Political Life in early Medieval India. Cambridge University 

Press, 2004. 

Anandhi S. Bharadwaj. “Women's Question in the Dravidian Movement c. 1925-1948”. 

Social Scientist 19, no. 5/6. (May-Jun, 1991): 24-41. 

Anagol, Padma. The Emergence of Feminism in India, 1850-1920. Hampshire: Ashgate 

Publishing Limited, 2005. 

Bagchi, Barnita. Pliable Pupils and Sufficient Self-Directors: Narratives of Female Education by 

Five British Women Writers 1778-1814. New Delhi: Tulika, 2004. 

Bagchi, Jashodhara, “Representing Nationalism: Ideology of Motherhood in Colonial 

Bengal”. Economic and Political Weekly. (October 20, 1990). 

Bagchi, Jasodhara and Jaba Guha. Et.al., Loved and Unloved: The Girl Child in the Family. 

Kolkata: Stree, 1997. 

Basu, Amrita and C. Elizabeth McGrory. Eds. The Challenge of Local Feminisms: Women’s 
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Movements in Global Perspective. New Delhi: Kali for Women, 1995. 

Basu, Amrita. "Feminism Inverted: The Real Women and Gendered Imagery of Hindu 

Nationalism". Bulletin of Concerned Asian Scholars 25, no. 4. (1993). 

Basu, Aparna and A. Taneja. Eds. Breaking out of Invisibility; Women in Indian History. 2002. 

Bhaba, H.K. Nation and Narration. London: Routledge, 1990. 

Bhasin, Kamla and Nighat Said Khan. Some Questions on Feminism and its Relevance in 

South Asia. New Delhi: Kali for Women, 1986. 

Bhasin, Kamla. What is Patriarchy?. New Delhi: Kali for Women, 1993.  

Bhattacharji, Sukumari. Women and Society in Ancient India. 1994. 

Bhattacharya, Sabyasachi; J. Bara; C. R. Yagati and B.M. Sankhdher. Eds. The Development 

of Women’s Education in India 1850-1920. New Delhi: Kanishka Publishers Distributors, 

2001. 

Bhattacharyya, N.N. The Indian Mother Goddess. 1999.  

Blackstone, Katharine R. Women in the Footsteps of the Buddha: Struggle for Liberation in the 

Theri Gathas. 1998.  

Boris, Eileen. “Politicizing Women’s History, Engendering Policy History”. Journal of 

Policy History 21, no. 4. (2009): 431-438. 

Bhattacharya, Sabyasachi. The Contested Terrain: Perspectives on Education in India. 

Hyderabad: Orient Longman, 1998. 

Blom, Ida, Karen Hagemann and Catherine Hall. Eds. Gendered Nations: Nationalism Order 

in the Long Nineteenth Century. Berg: Oxford, 2000. 

Butalia, Urvashi. The Other Side of Silence: Voices from the Partition of India. New Delhi: 

Viking, 1998. 

Carroll, B.A. Ed. Liberating Women’s History: Theoretical and Critical Essays. 1976. 

Chakravarty, Uma and Kumkum Roy. “In search of our past: A review of the limitations 

and possibilities of the historiography of women in early India”. Economic Political Weekly 

23, no. 18. (April 30, 1988).  

Chakravarty, Uma. “Beyond the Altekarian paradigm: Towards the new understanding 

of gender relations in early Indian history”. Social Scientist 16, no. 8. (August, 1988).  

Chakravarty, Uma. Rewriting History. New Delhi: Kali for Women, 1998.  

Chakravarty, Uma. Everyday Lives, Everyday Histories: Beyond the Kings and Brahmanas of 

'Ancient' India. New Delhi: Tulika books, 2006. 

Chakravarty, Renu. Communists in Indian Women's Movement, 1940-1950. Delhi: People’s 

Publishing House, 1980. 

Chatterjee, Partha. Nationalist Thought and the Colonial World: A Derivative Discourse. New 

Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1986. 

Chatterjee, Partha. The Nation and its Fragments: Studies in Colonial and Post-Colonial 

Histories. Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1995. 

Desai, Neera and Maithreyi Krishnaraj. Women and Society in India. Delhi: Ajanta 

Publications, 1987.  

Elamkulam P.N. Kunjan Pillai. “‘Matriliny in Kerala’: Studies in Kerala History, 1969”. 

Gender Studies 15, no. 1. (January-April, 2008). 

Engels, Dagmar. Beyond Purdah? Women in Bengal, 1890-1939. New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press, 1996. 

Gandhi, Nandita and Nandita Shah, The Issues at Stake: Theory and Practice in the 

Contemporary Women's Movement in India, Kali for Women, New Delhi, 1992. 

Geetha, V and S.V. Rajadurai. Towards a Non-Brahmin Millennium: From Iyothee Thass to 

Periyar. Calcutta: Samya, 1998. 

Forbes, Geraldine. The Cambridge History of India: Women in India. Vol. IV. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1996 (Rpt. 2004). 

Foucault, Michel. The History of Sexuality: An Introduction. Vol. 1. New York: Vintage 

Books, 1990.  

Jaiswal, Suvira. “Women in early India: Problems and Perspectives”. Proceedings of the 
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Indian History Congress. (1981): 54-60. 

Jones, Kenneth W. The New Cambridge History of India: Socio-Religious Reform Movements in 

India. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989. 

Heinamaa, Sara. “What is a Woman? Butler and Beauvoir on the Foundations of the 

Sexual Difference”. Hypatia 12, no. 1. (1997). 

Howe, Florence, Promises to Keep: Trends in Women’s Studies Worldwide. Tenth J.P. Naik 

Memorial Lecture, Centre for Women’s Development Studies (CWDS), New Delhi, 1996. 

Jayawardena, Kumari. Feminism and Nationalism in the Third World. London: Zed Books, 

1992. 

John, Mary E. “Women’s Studies in India and the Question of Asia: Some Reflections”. 

AJWS 11, no. 2. (2005). 

Kane, P.V. History of Dharmasastra. Vol. 2. Part. 1. Chapter. 9. Vol. 3. 

Karlekar, Malavika. A Fieldworker in Women’s Studies. CWDS. Occasional Paper No. 19. 

(1993). 

Kausar, Zinat. Muslim Women in Medieval India. New Delhi: Janaki Prakashan, 1992.  

Krishnaraj, Maithreyi. Ed. Women’s Studies in India: Some Perspectives. New Delhi: Popular 

Prakashan, 1986. 

Kumar, Nita. Ed. Women as Subjects: South Asian Histories. Kolkata: Stree, 1994.  

Kumar, Radha. A History of Doing: An illustrated Account of Movements for Women’s Rights 

and Feminism in India, 1800-1990. New Delhi: Kali for Women, 1993. 

Lal, Ruby. “Historicizing the harem: The Challenge of a Princess’s Memoir”. Feminist 

Studies 30, no. 3. (Fall/Winter, 2004). 

Lateef, Shahid. Muslim Women in India: Political and Private Realities: 1890's-1980's. London: 

Zed Books, 1990. 

Lerner, Gerda. The Creation of Patriarchy. New York: Oxford University Press, 1986. 

Liddle, Joanna and Rama Joshi. Daughters of Independence: Gender, Caste and Class in India. 

London: Zed Books, 1986. 

Mani, Lata. Contentious Traditions: The Debate on Sati in Colonial India. California: 

University of California Press, 1998. 

Mayo, Katherine. Mother India. London: Allied Publishers, 1927 (Rpt. 1945).  

Minault, G. Ed. The Extended Family: Women and the Political Participation in India and 

Pakistan. Delhi: Chanakya Publication, 1981. 

Mohanty, Chandra Talpade; Ann Russo and Lourdes Torres. Eds. Third World Women and 

the Politics of Feminism. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1991. 

Mohanty, Chandra Talpade. “Under Western Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and Colonial 

Discourses”. Feminist Review 30. (1988). 

Mohanty, Chandra Talpade. “Under Western Eyes” Revisited: Feminist Solidarity 

through Anticapitalist Struggles”. Signs 28, no. 2. (2003). 

Mohanty, Chandra Talpade. The Creation of Feminist Consciousness. New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1993. 

Morgan, Sue. Ed. The Feminist History Reader. London: Routledge, 2006. 

Nair, Janaki. Women and Law in Colonial India: A Social History. New Delhi: Kali for 

Women, 1996. 

Panikkar, K.N. Culture, Ideology, Hegemony: Intellectuals and Social Consciousness in Colonial 

India. Madras: Tulia, 1995. 

Pant, Poonam. Role of Women in Medieval Indian Politics: 1236-1627. Tarun Prakashan, 2001. 

Parker, Andrew; Sommer Russo and Yaeger. Eds. Nationalisms and Sexualities. London: 

Routledge, 1992. 

Periyar. Why Women became Enslaved?. Chennai: Periyar Self Respected Propaganda, 1992 

(Rpt. 2004).  

Pollock, Sheldon. Ed. Literary Cultures in History: Reconstruction from South Asia. Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 2003.  

Poonacha, Veena. “Recovering Women's Histories: An Enquiry into Methodological 
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Questions and Challenges.” Indian Journal of Gender Studies 11. (2004): 389-404. 

Ramaswamy, Vijaya. Divinity and Deviance: Women in Virashaivism. Delhi: Oxford 

University Press, 1996. 

Ramaswamy, Vijaya. Walking Naked Women, Society, Spirituality in South India. Shimla: 

Indian Institute of Advanced Studies, 1997. 

Ray, Bharati. Ed. From the Seams of History: Essays on Indian Women. New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press, 1995. 

Ray, Raka. Fields of Protest: Women's Movements in India. Minneapolis: University of 

Minnesota Press, 1999. 

Roy, Kumkum. Ed. Women in Early Indian Societies. New Delhi: Sundeep Prakashan, 2001. 

Roy, Kumkum. The Power of Gender and the Gender of Power Explorations in Early Indian 

History. New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2010. 

Sangari, Kumkum and Sudesh Vaid. Ed. Recasting Women: Essays in Colonial History. New 

Delhi: Kali for Women, 1989 (Rpt. 2010). 

Sangari, Kumkum. “Politics of Diversity: Religious Communities and Multiple 

Patriarchies”. Economic and Political Weekly. (December 23 - December 30, 1995). 

Sangari, Kumkum and Uma Chakravarti. Eds. From Myths to Markets. New Delhi: Tulika, 

1999. 

Sarkar, Sumit. “The Women’s Question in Nineteenth Century Bengal,” In Sangari, 

Kumkum and Sudesh Vaid. Ed. Women and Culture. Bombay: SNDT Women’s University, 

1985: 157-172. 

Sarkar, Tanika. Hindu Wife and Hindu Nation. Delhi: Permanent Black, 2001. 

Scott, Joan Wallach. “Introduction” and “Gender: A Useful Category of Historical 

Analysis” in Gender and the Politics of History. New York: Columbia University Press, 1986. 

Shah, Kirit K. History and Gender: Some Explorations. Jaipur: Rawat Publications, 2005. 

Shah, Shalini. The Making of Womanhood: Gender Relations in the Mahabharata. 1995. 

Sinha, Mrinalini, Colonial Masculinity: The ‘Manly’ Englishman and the ‘Effeminate’ Bengali, 

Kali for Women, New Delhi, 1997. 

Spivak, Gayatri Chakravorty. “Can the Subaltern Speak?.” in Cary Nelson and Larry 

Grossberg, Eds. Marxism and the interpretation of Culture. Chicago: University of Illinois 

Press, 1988: 271-313. 

Srinivasan, Amrit. “Women and Reform of Indian Tradition: Gandhian Alternative to 

Liberalism”. Economic and Political Weekly 22, no. 51. (December 19, 1987.): 2225-2228. 

Srinivas, M.N. “The Changing Position of Indian Women.” Man. New Series, 12. no. 2 

(August, 1977): 221-238. 

Tharu, Susie J. and K. Lalita. Ed. Women Writing in India 600 B.C. to the early 20th Century. 

Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1993. 

Tharu, Susie and Tejaswini Niranjana, “Problems for a Contemporary Theory of Gender” 

in Shahid Amin and Dipesh Chakrabarty, eds., Subaltern Studies IX, Oxford University 

Press, Delhi,1996. 

Thorner, Alice and Maithreyi Krishnaraj, eds., Ideals, Images and Real Lives: Women in 

Literature and History, Orient Longman, Hyderabad, 2000. 

Tilly, Louise A. “Gender, Women's History, and Social History.” Social Science History 13, 

no. 4. (Winter, 1989): 439-462. 

Tyagi, A.K. Women Workers in Ancient India. New Delhi, 1994. 
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Course No. 304(C/1) : Peasant Movement in India  
This course will deal with the important peasant movements in modern India. 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Approaches  to  the study of  peasant  movements:  a 10 1.2 

 historiographical survey.   

 Colonial/imperial approach, Marxist approach,   

 Nationalist approach, Subaltern approach   

    

Unit - II British  Agrarian  Policies  and  transformation:  Land 10 1.2 

 revenue regimes, commercialisation of agriculture, debt   

 and  money  lending,  changing  social  relations  and   

 village communities   

    

Unit - III Peasant movements till 1857: Indigo Uprising, Bareilly 10 1.2 

 Uprising, Kol Uprising, Santhal revolt, Barasat Uprising,   

 Phulaguri Uprising, Peasants in 1857   

    

Unit - IV Peasant movements and early nationalist movement: 10 1.2 

 Champaran, Bardoli, and gandhian mobilisation of   

 peasants   

    

Unit - V Other peasant movements and peasant bodies: Mapilla 10 1.2 

 Revolt, Tebhaga Movement, Kisan Sabhas   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

A R Desai, Agrarian Unrest under British Rule in India,  
Alam, Javeed, “Peasantry, Politics and Historiography: Critique of New Trend 

in Relation to Marxism”, Social Scientist, February 1983, 117, 11, 2, pp. 43–54.  
Alavi, Hamza, “Peasant Classes and Primordial Loyalties”, Journal of Peasant Studies, 1.1, 

October 1973.  
B.B. Kling, The Blue Mutiny, Firma KLM, Calcutta, 1977 

Conrad Wood, The Moplah Rebellion and its Genesis, P.P.H., New Delhi, 1987 

D. N Dhanagare, Peasants Movements in India 1920-1950, OUP, Delhi, 1983 

David Hardiman, Peasant Nationalists of Gujarat, OUP, 1982  
Dietmar Rothermund, Government, Landlords and Peasants in India: Agrarian 

Relations under the British Raj, 1865-1935  
Eric Stokes, The Peasant and the Raj: Studies in Agrarian Society and Peasant Rebellion in 

Colonial India, Vikas Publishing house, 1978  
Jan Bremen, Patronage and Exploitation: Changing Agrarian Relations in South 

Gujarat, India, University of California Press, Berleley, 1974 

Judith Brown, Gandhi’s Rise to Power, OUP, London, 1977 

K. Natarajan, Peasant Revolts in India, 1850-1950 

K.N. Pannikar, Against Lord and State: Religion and Peasant Uprising in Malabar, 1836-

1921, New Delhi, 1992  
Majjid Siddiqui, Agrarian Unrest in North India, Vikas, Delhi, 1978 
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Mridula Mukherjee, Peasants in India’s Non-Violent Revolution: Practice and Theory, Sage 

Series in Modern Indian History V, Sage Publication, New Delhi, 2004  
Partha Chatterjee, Bengal, 1920-1947, Vol I: The Land Question, Calcutta, 1984 

Ranajit Guha, Elementary Aspects of Peasant Insurgency in Colonial India, OUP, New Delhi, 

1983 

S. Dale, The Mappilas of Malabar, 

Subaltern Studies vol I to XII  

Sugata Bose, Agrarian Bengal: Economy, Social Structure and Politics, 1919-1947, CUP, 

Cambridge, 1986  

T. Shanin, Peasant and Peasant Society, Penguin, 1971   
William R. Pinch, Peasants and Monks in British India, OUP, New Delhi, 1996 
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Course No. 304(C/2) : Partition of India (1946-1950 CE) 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Defining partition as a political tool; Ireland, Palestine 10 1.2 

 and India   

    

Unit - II Mountbatten  Plan  June  3rd   Declaration;  the  three 10 1.2 

 partitions of India, Boundary commission for the Punjab   

 and Bengal; the League-Congress tussle for land and the   

 colonial state; the Sylhet referendum   

    

Unit - III Indian divided; effects of the partition of India; transfer 10 1.2 

 of assets and population; the refugee crisis   

    

Unit - IV Partition of India and North India-Politics over partition 10 1.2 

 in Assam; partition and the Tribes, partition of India and   

 the Barak valley; displacement of population from   

 Sylhet and their rehabilitation; the Nehru-Liaqat Pact   

    

Unit - V Remembering Partition; socio-cultural impact of 10 1.2 

 partition (OR)   

 Film Review (Any two)   

 Train to Pakistan; Garam Hawa; Meghe Dhaka Tara;   

 Jukti Takka Gappo, Partition, Chinnamul   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 
 
Dutta, Binayak, Religion in Politics, Eastern India 1905-1947, Piligrims Publishing, 

Varanashi, 2009. 
 
Mansergh, N. et.al (ed), The Transfer of Power 1942-47, Vol-1-12 HMSO, 1983. 

Rao, U.Bhaskara, The Story of Rehabilitation, Publication division, GOI, 1974. 

Hassan, M., India’s Partition, Process Strategy and Mobilisation, OUP, 1993. 

 
Samaddar, R., Reflections on Partition in the East, Viskas Publishing House, 1997. 

Kaul, Suvir, The Partition of Memory, Permanent Black, 2001. 

 
Godbole, M., The Holocaust of India’s Partition, Rupa, 2007. 

Pandey, G., Remembering Partition, CUP, 2001. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AUS/History/2015  



 64 

 
 
 
Course No. 305(C/1) : History of Northeast India (1824-1900 CE)  

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Conceptualising Northeast: Northeast as a region, 10 1.2 

 History and historical writings on NE (Pre-colonial   

 states and polities in northeast)   

    

Unit - II Annexation and Expansion of the Colonial State: Assam, 10 1.2 

 Khasi, Jaintia and Garo, Cachar, Naga Hills, Lushai   

 Hills, Tripura, Manipur, Northeast frontier province   

    

Unit - III Colonial Economy 10 1.2 

 Production and Labour: Tea Plantation and Rubber   

 Resource and Exploitation: Natural reserves of the   

 region   

 Extension of revenue regimes: Plains and Hills taxation   

 and discourse of jhumming and settled agriculture   

    

Unit - IV Ethnographic stereotypes: the lazy ‘opium addicted’ 10 1.2 

 native and the ‘head hunting’ tribe; Missionaries and   

 social, religious change, western education, language   

 issue   

    

Unit - V Responses to early colonial rule 10 1.2 

 Peasant resistance: Phulaguri uprising, Pathurughat   

 uprising, Manipur uprising, naga uprising, reang   

 uprising, Jaintia uprising   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Arupjyoti, Saikia, Jungles, Reserves, Wildlife: A History of Forests in Assam, Wildlife 

Areas Development and Welfare Trust, Guwahati, 2008  
Abraham, Lotha, History of Naga Anthropology (1832-1947), Dimapur, Chumpo 

Museum, 2007  
Smriti, Das, Assam Bhutan Trade Relations (1865-1949), Ansah Publishing House, 

Delhi, 2005 

Bose, M.L., Social History of Assam, Concept Publishing House, New Delhi, 2003  

Barpujari, H.K., Comprehensive History of Assam, Vol. IV, Publication Board of Assam, 

Guwahati, 1992  
Barpujari, H.K., Comprehensive History of Assam, Vol. V, Publication Board of Assam, 

Guwahati, 1993  
Gait, Edward, History of Assam, LBS Publication, Guwahati, 1984 

Neog, Maheswar, Socio-Political Events in Assam leading to the Militancy of Moamaria 

Vaishnavas, CSSS, Calcutta, 1982 

Historiography in North-East India: Assessing Suryakumar Bhuyan, NEIHA, NEHU, 

Shillong, 2000  
Misra, Udayan, The Transformation of Assamese Identity, NEIHA, Shillong, 2001 

Chatterjee, Suhas, A Socio-Economic History of South Assam, Printwell, Jaipur, 2000  
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Handique, Rajib, British Forest Policy in Assam, Concept Publishing Company, New 

Delhi, 2004  
Guha, Amalendu, Planter Raj to Swaraj, Tulika Books, New Delhi, 2006 

Barpujari, H.K., Problem of Hill Tribes of North-East Frontier (1873-1962) , Inner Line to 

MacMohan Line, Vol. 3, Spectrum Publication, Guwahati, 1981 

Saikia, Rajen, Social and Economic History of Assam (1853-1921), Manohar Publication, 

New Delhi, 2000 

Barpujari, S.K., A. C. Bhuyan ed., Political History of Assam, Vol. I (1826-1919), 

Publication Board, Guwahati, 1999 

Misra, Sanghamitra, New Subjectivities: Writing Histories in Colonial Goalpara and Assam, 

Lecture XIV, Indian Council of Historical Research, North East Regional Centre, 

Guwahati  
Kar, Bodhisattva, What is in a name? Politics of Spatial Imagination in Colonial Assam, 

Sanjib Baruah, Series editor, CENISEAS papers, No.5, Centre for Northeast India, South 

and Southeast Asia Studies, Guwahati, 2004  
Ludden, David, Where is Assam? Using Geographical History to Locate Current Social 

Realities, CENISEAS paper No. 1, Sanjib Baruah, Series editor, Centre for Northeast 

India, South and Southeast Asia Studies, Guwahati, 2003  
Jha. J.C., Aspects of Indentured Inland Emigration to North-East India, 1859-1918, Indus 

Publishing Company, New Delhi, 1996 

Hilaly, Sarah, The Railways in Assam, 1885-1947, Pilgrims Publishing, Varanasi, 2007 

Downs, Frederick S., The Christian Impact on the Status of Women in North East India, 

NEHU publication, Prof H. K. Barpujari Endowment Lectures, Shillong, 1996  
Deori, Pushpanjali, Environmental History of Naga Hills, 1881-1947, Maulana Abul 

Kalam Azad Institute of Asian Studies, Kolkata, Ansah Publishing House, 2005 

Nag, Sajal, Pied Pipers in North-East India: Bamboo-Flowers, Rat Famine and the Politics 

of Philanthropy, Manohar, Delhi, 2008  
Nag, Sajal, Roots of Ethnic Conflict: Nationality Question in North-East India, Manohar, 

Delhi, 1990 

Nag, Sajal, Contesting Marginality: Ethnicity, Insurgency and Subnational in North-East 

India, Manohar, Delhi, 2002 

Nag, Sajal, India and North-India India: Mind, Politics and the Process of Integration 1946-

1950, Regency Publications, New Delhi, 1998 

Syiemlieh, David, R., British Administration in Meghalaya: Policy and Pattern, Heritage 

Publishers, New Delhi, 1989 

Baruah, S. India against itself: Assam and the Politics of Nationality, OUP, New Delhi, 

1999 
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4th Semester 

 

Course No. 401(C/1) : Society and Culture in the 19th Century 

 

Unit No. Course Content  No. of No. of 

   Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Social awakening.  10 1.2 

 Social changes in modern India, causes of social and   

 cultural awakening, pre-colonial Indian Village and   

 urban society and culture. Rise of new classes in India .   

 Bengal Renaissance, Young Bengal Movement. Women   

 as the focus of social reform movement    

     

Unit - II Reform movements.  10 1.2 

 Nature of socio-religious reform movements. Raja Ram   

 Mohan Roy: his ideas, thoughts, and reforms , Brahmma   

 Samaj. M.G.Ranade and Prarthama Samaj. Dayanand   

 Saraswati and Arya Samaj. Vivekananda and    

 Ramakrishna Mission. Faraizi movements, Wahabi   

 movement, Sayeed Ahmed khan and Aligarh    

 movements. Deoband school of thought. Ishwarchand   

 vidyasagar and his movement for emancipation of   

 women.    

     

Unit - III Colonial education and press.  10 1.2 

 Different agencies for the growth and expansion of   

 modern education ( Anglisist vs Orientalist controversy)   

 Woods’ Despatch 0f 1854 . . Impact of western    

 education. Rise of modern literature. Rise of press in   

 English and Indian languages and its impact. Vernacular   

 press Act 1878 &1884.    

     

Unit - IV Lower caste and backward caste movements  10 1.2 

 Nature of caste movement, Jyotibha Phules movement;   

 Adi movement, Harijan movement, B.R.Ambedkars   

 depressed class movement; Backward caste movement   

 in north India. Justice party movement. Self-respect   

 movement .kohlpur movement. Role of Congress for the   

 development of Harizon.    

     

Unit - V Economic impact of British rule in India.  10 1.2 

 Transition of Indian economy to colonial economy.   

 British land revenue policies and its effects. De-    

 industrialisation. Growth of foreign capital and rise of   

 modern industries. Drain of wealth theory.    

 Commercialisation of Indian agriculture. Rise of famine   

 in India and its causes & consequences.    
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Suggested Readings: 

 

A .R.Desai, Social Background of Indian Nationalism, Bombay ,1985 

Bipan Chandra, Communalism in Modern India, New Delhi 1984 

Ahmed Qayuum Uddin, Wahabi Movement, Calcutta 1966,  
Bipan Chandra, Indias’ Struggle For Independence, New Delhi ,1996 

Suranjan Das, Communal Riots in Bengal 1905-47, New Delhi ,1991 

Barbara Metcalf, Islamic Revival in British India ,Deoband,1860-1900, New Delhi 2002 

Susban Sarkar, On The Bengal Renaissance,Calcutta ,1979 

R.C.Dutt, Economic History of India, vols. i & ii.  
Meclane , J.R., The Drain of Wealth and Indian Nationalism 
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Course No. 402(C/1) : History of Northeast India (1900-1950 CE) 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Early Nationalist Movement and Northeast India 10 1.2 

    

Unit - II Resource and Exploitation and Labour, Tea extension, 10 1.2 

 Rubber, Mining, Petroleum, Forest Resources   

    

Unit - III Demographic Change and Agrarian Politics, Migration 10 1.2 

 and Immigration, Line System, Census and Politics   

    

Unit - IV Administrative and Legislative Change: Act of 1935, 10 1.2 

 Formation of Excluded and Partially Excluded Areas,   

 Plains administrative   

    

Unit - V Anti-colonial movements, Labour Movements, 10 1.2 

 Grouping, Crown Colony, Constitution and Northeast   

 India, Independence and Partition and Integration   

 Processes   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Bhuyan, Arun ed., Nationalist Upsurge in Assam, Govt of Assam, Guwahati, 2000 

Barpujari, H.K., Comprehensive History of Assam, Vol. IV, Publication Board of Assam, 

Guwahati, 1992  
Barpujari, H.K., Comprehensive History of Assam, Vol. V, Publication Board of Assam, 

Guwahati, 1993 

Misra, Udayan, The Transformation of Assamese Identity, NEIHA, Shillong, 2001 

Chatterjee, Suhas, A Socio-Economic History of South Assam, Printwell, Jaipur, 2000 

Handique, Rajib, British Forest Policy in Assam, Concept Publishing Company, New 

Delhi, 2004  
Saikia, Arupjyoti, Jungles, Reserves, Wildlife: A History of Forests in Assam, Wildlife 

Areas Development and Welfare Trust, Guwahati, 2008 

Lotha, Abraham, History of Naga Anthropology (1832-1947), Dimapur, Chumpo 

Museum, 2007  
Baruah, Nirode K., Gopinath Bordoloi: Indian Constitution and Centre-Assam Relation, 

Publication Board, Guwahati, 1990  
Barua, Alokesh ed., India’s North-East: Developmental Issues in a Historical 

Perspective, Manohar Publication, New Delhi, 2005  
Guha, Amalendu, Planter Raj to Swaraj, Tulika Books, New Delhi, 2006 

Barpujari, H.K., Problem of Hill Tribes of North-East Frontier (1873-1962) , Inner Line to 

MacMohan Line, Vol. 3, Spectrum Publication, Guwahati, 1981 

Saikia, Rajen, Social and Economic History of Assam (1853-1921), Manohar Publication, 

New Delhi, 2000 

Barpujari, S.K., A. C. Bhuyan ed., Political History of Assam, Vol. I (1826-1919), 

Publication Board, Guwahati, 1999  
Bhuyan, A.C., Sibopada Dey ed., Political History of Assam, Vol.II, Publication Board, 

Guwahati, 1999  
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Bhuyan, A.C., Sibopada Dey ed., Political History of Assam, Vol.III, Publication Board, 

Guwahati, 1999  
Jha. J.C., Aspects of Indentured Inland Emigration to North-East India, 1859-1918, Indus 

Publishing Company, New Delhi, 1996  
Nag, Sajal, Nationalism, Separatism and Secession, Rawat Publication, New Delhi, 1999 

Hilaly, Sarah, The Railways in Assam, 1885-1947, Pilgrims Publishing, Varanasi, 2007 

Downs, Frederick S., The Christian Impact on the Status of Women in North East India, 

NEHU publication, Prof H. K. Barpujari Endowment Lectures, Shillong, 1996  
Deori, Pushpanjali, Environmental History of Naga Hills, 1881-1947, Maulana Abul 

Kalam Azad Institute of Asian Studies, Kolkata, Ansah Publishing House, 2005 

Nag, Sajal, Pied Pipers in North-East India: Bamboo-Flowers, Rat Famine and the Politics 

of Philanthropy, Manohar, Delhi, 2008  
Nag, Sajal, Roots of Ethnic Conflict: Nationality Question in North-East India, Manohar, 

Delhi, 1990 

Nag, Sajal, Contesting Marginality: Ethnicity, Insurgency and Subnational in North-East 

India, Manohar, Delhi, 2002 

Nag, Sajal, India and North-India India: Mind, Politics and the Process of Integration 1946-

1950, Regency Publications, New Delhi, 1998 

Misra, Udayon, The Periphery Strikes back: Challenges to the Nation-State in Assam and 

Nagaland, IIAS, Shimla, 2000 

Syiemlieh, David, R., British Administration in Meghalaya: Policy and Pattern, Heritage 

Publishers, New Delhi, 1989 
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Course No. 402(C/2) : Age of Imperialism and Colonialism 
 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Explaining Imperialism 10 1.2 

 Theories of Imperialism and colonialism   

 Capitalism   

 New Imperialism and Expansion   
    

Unit - II Economics of Empire 10 1.2 

 Industrial Revolution   

 Trade and Development   

 Production and Labour   
    

Unit - III Race, Gender and Space 10 1.2 

 Race and Empire   

 Gender and Imperialism   

 Colonial Cities   
    

Unit - IV Culture and Imperialism 10 1.2 

 Colonial Education   

 Colonial Architecture   
    

Unit - V Conflict of Nations and the End of Empires 10 1.2 

 The two World Wars   

 Resistance, Contestation, Nationalism   

 Decolonization and Liberation   
 
Suggested Readings: 

 
Explaining Imperialism: 

Hobson, John A. Imperialism, a study. (1902 and later editions) 
 
Lenin, V.I. Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism. New York, 1939. (1st published, 

1916) 
 
Schumpeter, Joseph. Imperialism and Social Classes. New York, 1951. 

 
Semmel, Bernard. The Liberal Ideal and the Demons of Empire: Theories of Imperialism from 

Adam Smith to Lenin. Baltimore, 1993. 
 
Roger Owen and Bob Sutcliffe, eds. Studies in the theory of imperialism. London, 1972. 

Mommsen, WJ., Theories of Imperialism, University Of Chicago Press, 1982. Magdoff, 

H., Age of Imperialism, Monthly Review Press, 2000. 

Bayly, C. A. Imperial Meridian: The British Empire and the World, 1780-1830. London, 1989. 
 
Cain, P., and Hopkins, T., British Imperialism: Innovation and Expansion, 1688-1914, 

Longman, 1993. 
 
Cain, P., and Hopkins, T., British Imperialism, 1688-2000, Longman, 2001. 

 
Cain, P.J. and Hopkins, A.G. “Gentlemanly Capitalism and British Expansion Overseas,  
I: The Old Colonial System, 1688-1850” in Economic History Review, 2nd Series, 

Cambridge, vol.39, no.4, 1986: 501-525.  
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Magdoff, H., Imperialism: From the Colonial Age to the Present, Monthly Review Press, 

1979 
 
Robinson, R. and J. Gallagher. Africa and the Victorians: The Official Mind of Imperialism. 

London; New York, 1967. 
 
Bayly, C.A. Indian Society and the Making of the British Empire. Cambridge, 1988. 
 
Gallagher, John. Decline, Revival and Fall of the British Empire. Cambridge, 1982. 
 
Rubinstein, W.D., Capitalism, Culture and Decline in Britain, 1750-1990, Routledge, 1994. 
 
Habib, Irfan. “Colonization of the Indian Economy”, in Social Scientist Vol.3, no.8, 

March 1975, pp.22-53. 
 
Harlow, Vincent. The Founding of the Second British Empire 1763-1793. London, 1952. 
 
Hyam, Ronald. Britain's Imperial Century, 1815-1914 : a study of empire and expansion. 

Lanham, MD, 1993. 
 
Ingram, Edward. In Defense of British India: Great Britain in the Middle East, 1775-1842.  
London, 1984. 
 
Marshall, Peter, "The First and Second British Empire: A Question of Demarcation," 

History, 49, 1967: 13-23. 
 
Rivière, Peter. Absent-minded imperialism: Britain and the expansion of empire in nineteenth-

century Brazil. London; New York, 1995. 
 
Economics of Empire:  
Austen, R. African Economic History: Internal Development and External Dependency. 

London, 1987 
 
Balachandran, G. "Imperialism: The Auditor's Report. A Review Article," Indian 

Economic and Social History Review, 27 (2), 1990: 229-243. 
 
Betts, Raymond F. “Imperial Designs: Technology and Economic Development,” in 

Uncertain Dimensions: Western Overseas Empires in the Twentieth Century. Minneapolis, 

1985. 
 
Chatterji, Basudev. Trade, tariffs and empire: Lancashire and British policy in India, 1919-

1939. Delhi, 1992. 
 
Constantine, Stephen. The Making of British Colonial Development Policy, 1914-1940. 

London, 1984. 
 
Hodgart, A., The Economics of European Imperialism, W W Norton & Co Inc (Np), 1978. 
 
Davis, Lance E. and Robert A. Huttenback. Mammon and the pursuit of empire : the 

economics of British imperialism. Cambridge; New York, 1988. 
 
Davis, Lance and Robert A. Huttenback. “Businessmen, the raj and the pattern of 

government expenditures: the British Empire, 1860-1912,” in David W. Galenson, ed.  
Markets in History. Cambridge, 1989. 
 
Denoon, Donald. Settler Capitalism: the dynamics of dependent development in the southern 

hemisphere. Oxford, 1983. 
 
Dewey, Clive and Hopkins, A.J. eds. Imperial Impact: Studies in the Economic History of 

Africa and India. London, 1978. 
 
Drummond, Ian. British Economic Policy and the Empire, 1919-39. London, 1972. 
 
Fieldhouse, D.K. Economics and Empire, 1830-1914. Ithaca, 1973. 
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Fieldhouse, D. K., “Gentlemen, Capitalists, and the British Empire.” Journal of Imperial 

and Commonwealth History 22 (3), 1994: 531-541. 
 
Havinden, Michael and David Meredith. Colonialism and Development: Britain and its 

Tropical Colonies, 1850-1960.New York, 1993. 
 
Tignor, Robert. Modernization and British Colonial Rule in Egypt, 1882-1914. Princeton, 

1966. 
 
Rodney, Walter. How Europe Underdeveloped Africa. Washington D.C., 1981. 
 
Cain, P.J. and Hopkins, A.G. “Gentlemanly Capitalism and British Expansion Overseas, 

1850-1945” in Economic History Review, 2nd Series, Cambridge, vol.40, no.1, 1987: 1-26. 
 
O'Brien, Patrick, "The Costs and Benefits of British Imperialism", Past and Present, 120, 

1988. (response to Davis and Huttenback). 
 
Bayly, C.A. “Creating a Colonial Peasantry: India and Java c. 1820-1880,” in Mushirul 

Hasan, et al., India and Indonesia from the 1830s to 1914: The Heyday of Colonial Rule.  
Leiden, 1987. 
 
Blackburn, Robin. The Overthrow of Colonial Slavery, 1776-1848. London, 1988 
 
Brass, Tom and Henry Bernstein, "Introduction: Proletarianisation and 

Deproletarianisation on the Colonial Plantation," Journal of Peasant Studies (special issue 

on indentured labor), 19 (3-4), April-July 1992: 1-40. 
 
Breman, Jan. Labour Migration and rural transformation Colonial Asia. Amsterdam, 1990. 
 
Breman, Jan and E. Valentine Daniel, "Conclusion: The Making of a Coolie," Journal of 

Peasant Studies (special issue on indentured labor), 19 (3-4), April-July 1992: 268-295. 
 
Bundy, Colin. “The Emergence and Decline of a South African Peasantry,” African 

Affairs, 71 (1972): 369-88. 
 
Carter, Marina. Servants, Sirdars and Settlers: Indians in Mauritius, 1834-74. Delhi, 1995. 
 
Cooper, Frederick. “Colonizing Time: Work Rhythms and Labor Conflict in Colonial 

Mombasa.” In Nicholas B. Dirks, ed. Colonialism and Culture. Ann Arbor, 1992. 
 
Cooper, Frederick. From Slaves to Squatters: plantation labour and agriculture in Zanzibar 

and Coastal Kenya, 1890-1925. Portsmouth, 1997. 
 
Curtin, Philip D. The Rise and Fall of the Plantation Complex: Essays in Atlantic History. 2nd 

edition, Cambridge, 1998 [1990]. 
 
Emmer, P.C. ed. Colonialism and Migration: indentured labour before and after slavery.  
Dordrecht, 1986. 
 
Mintz, Sidney. Sweetness and Power: The Place of Sugar in Modern History. New York, 

1985. 
 
White, Luise. The Comforts of Home: Prostitution in Colonial Nairobi. Chicago, 1990. 
 
Prakash, Gyan ed. The World of Rural Labour in Colonial India. Delhi, 1992. 
 
Tinker, Hugh. A New System of Slavery. London, 1974. 
 
Colin A. Palmer, The Worlds of Unfree Labour: From Indentured Servitude to Slavery 
 
James Walvin, Slaves and Slavery: the British Colonial Experience 
 
Michael Craton, Sinews of Empire: A Short History of British Slavery 
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Kenneth Morgan, Slavery, Atlantic Trade, and the British Economy, 1660-1800. 
 
Race, Gender and Space 

Guha, Ranajit. Dominance without hegemony: history and power in colonial India. 

Cambridge, Mass., 1997. 
 
Mangan, J.A. The Imperial curriculum: racial images and education in the British colonial 

experience. London ; New York, 1993. 
 
Metcalf, Thomas. Ideologies of the Raj. Cambridge, 1995. 
 
Stoler, Ann Laura. Race and the Education of Desire. Durham, NC, 1995. 
 
Burton, Antoinette. Burdens of History: British Feminists, Indian Women and imperial 

culture, 1865-1915. Chapel Hill, 1994. 
 
Callaway, Helen. Gender, Culture and Empire: European Women in Colonial Nigeria, 

Urbana, 1987. 
 
Chaudhuri, N. and Strobel, M. eds. Western Women and Imperialism: Complicity and 

Resistance, Bloomington, 1992. 
 
Jayawardena, Kumari. The White Woman’s Other Burden: Western Women and South Asia 

During British Colonial Rule. New York, 1995. 
 
Larsson, Birgitta. Conversion to Greater Freedom? Women, Church and Social Change in 

Northwestern Tanzania under Colonial Rule, Uppsala, 1991. 
 
McClintock, Anne. Imperial leather : race, gender, and sexuality in the colonial conquest, New 

York : Routledge, 1995. 
 
Melman, Billie. Women's Orients: English Women and the Middle East, 1718-1918, Ann 

Arbor, 1992. 
 
O’Hanlon, Rosalind. “Issues of Widowhood: Gender and Resistance in Colonial 

Western India”, in Douglas Haynes and Gyan Prakash, ed., Contesting Power: 

resistance and everyday social relations in colonial South Asia. Berkeley, 1991. 
 
Pedersen, Susan, "National Bodies, Unspeakable Acts: The Sexual Politics of Colonial 

Policy Making," Journal of Modern History, 63 (4) (1991): 647-680. 
 
Sangari, Kumkum and Vaid, Sudesh. Recasting Women: essays in colonial history. New 

Brunswick, 1990. 
 
Sinha, Mrinalini. The “Manly Englishman” and the “Effeminate” Bengali in Late 

Nineteenth Century. Manchester, 1995. 
 
Strobel, Margaret. European Women and the Second British Empire. Bloomington, 1991. 
 
Strobel, Margaret. "Gender, Sex and Empire" in Michael Adas, ed. Islamic and European 

Expansion: The Forging of a Global Order. Philadelphia, 1993. 
 
Home, Robert. Of Planting and Planning : the making of British colonial cities. London; New 

York , 1997. 
 
King, Anthony. Colonial Urban Development: Culture, Social Power and Environment. 

London, 1976. 
 
King, Anthony. Urbanism, Colonialism and the World Economy: cultural and spatial 

foundations of the world urban system. London; New York, 1990. 
 
Metcalf, T.R. An Imperial Vision: Indian Architecture and the British Raj. Berkeley, 1989. 
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Oldenburg, Veena. The making of colonial Lucknow, 1856-1877. Princeton, 1984. 
 
Ross, R.J. and Telkamp, G.J. Colonial Cities: essays on urbanism in a colonial context. 

Dodrecht, 1985. 
 
Geraldine H. Forbes, Women in Colonial India 
 
Nupur Chaudhuri and Margaret Strobel, eds. Western Women and Imperialism: Complicity 

and Resistance 
 
Culture and Imperialism  
Brekenridge, Carol A., and Peter van der Veer. “Introduction: Orientalism and the 

Postcolonial Predicament” in Carol A. Brekenridge, and Peter van der Veer, eds.  
Orientalism and the Postcolonial Predicament: Perspectives on South Asia. Philadelphia, 1993: 

1-19. 
 
Brantlinger, Patrick, “The Genealogy of the Myth of the Dark Continent,” Critical 

Inquiry, 12, 1985: 166-203. 
 
Cohn, Bernard S. Colonialism and Its Forms of Knowledge. Princeton, 1996. 
 
Comaroff, John and Jean Comaroff. Ethnography and the Historical Imagination. Boulder:  
Westview, 1992. 
 
Dirks, Nicholas B. ed. Colonialism and Culture. Ann Arbor,1992. 
 
Hobsbawm, E.J. and Ranger, T. The Invention of Tradition. Cambridge, 1983. 
 
Inden, Ronald. Imagining India. Cambridge, MA: Blackwell Publishers, 1990. 
 
Kuklick, Henrika. The Savage Within: The Social History of British Anthropology, 1885-1945, 

New York, 1991. 
 
Mangan, J.A. ed. Making imperial mentalities: socialization and British imperialism. 

Manchester [England]; New York, 1990 
 
Mitchell, Thomas. Colonizing Egypt. Cambridge, 1988. 
 
Pratt, Mary Louise. Imperial Eyes: Travel Writing and Transculturation. London, 1992. 
 
Said, Edward W. Orientalism. New York, 1978. 
 
Said, Edward W. Culture and Imperialism. New York, 1993. 
 
Suleri, Sara. Rhetoric of English India. Chicago, 1992. 
 
Edney, Matthew H. Mapping an Empire: The Geographical Construction of British India, 

1765-1843. Chicago, 1997. 
 
Eagleton, T., Jameson, F., and Said, EW., Nationalism, Colonialism, and Literature, 
 
C.A. Bayly, ed., The Raj: India and the British, 1600-1947 
 
C. A. Bayly, Indian Society and the Making of the British Empire 
 
Nicholas P. Dirks, The Scandal of Empire: India and the Creation of Imperial Britain 
 
P.J. Marshall, The Making and Unmaking of Empires: Britain, India, and America 1750-1783 
 
Lawrence James, The Raj: The Making and Unmaking of British India 
 
W. Dalrymple, White Mughals. 
 
Ending the Empire 

Adas, Michael. Prophets of Rebellion: Millenarian Protest Movements Against the European 

Colonial Order. Chapel Hill, 1979 
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-----, “South Asian Resistance in Comparative Perspective,” in Douglas Haynes and 

Gyan Prakash, eds. Contesting Power: Resistance and Everyday Social Relations in South 

Asia. Berkeley, 1991: 290-305. 
 
Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of 

Nationalism. London, 1991. 
 
Carruthers, Susan L. Winning Hearts and Minds: British Governments, the media and 

Colonial Counterinsurgency 1944-1960. London, 1995 
 
Chatterjee, Partha. Nationalist Thought in the Colonial World: A Derivative Discourse? 

Minneapolis, 1986. 
 
Chatterjee, Partha. The Nation and Its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories. Delhi, 

1993. 
 
Crummey, Donald. ed. Banditry, Rebellion and Social Protest in Africa. London, 1986. 
 
Fanon, Frantz. A Dying Colonialism. New York, 1965. 
 
Fanon, Frantz. The Wretched of the Earth. New York, 1963. 
 
Geiger, Susan. “Women and African Nationalism,” Journal of Women’s History, 2 (1), 

Spring 1990: 227-244. 
 
Haynes, Douglas and Prakash, Gyan Eds. Contesting Power: resistance and everyday social 

relations in colonial South Asia. Berkeley, 1991. 
 
Isaacman, Allen, “Peasants and Rural Social Protest in Africa,” African Studies Review, 33 

(2), September 1990: 1-120. 
 
Lonsdale, John. “Mau Maus of the Mind: Making Mau Mau and Remaking Kenya.” 

Journal of African History 31 (1990): 393-421. 
 
Maung Maung, U. From Sangha to Laity: Nationalist Movements of Burma .1920-1940, New 

Delhi: Manohar, 1980. 
 
Milner, Anthony. The Invention of Politics in Colonial Malaya: Contesting Nationalism and 

the Expansion of the Public Sphere, New York, 1994. 
 
Ranger, Terence, "African Reactions and Resistance to the Imposition of Colonial Rule 

in East and Central Africa", in L. H. Gann & Peter Duignan, eds. Colonialism in Africa, I 

1870-1960. Cambridge, 1969: 293-324. 
 
-----, “The People in African Resistance: A Review,” Journal of Southern African Studies, 4 

(1), Oct. 1977: 125-146. 
 
Scott, James C. Weapons of the Weak: Everyday Form of Peasant Resistance. Yale, 1985. 
 
Stokes, Eric. The Peasant and the Raj: Studies in Agrarian Societies and Peasant Rebellion in 

Colonial India. 1978. 
 
Ansprenger, Franz. Dissolution of the colonial empires. London, 1989. 
 
Betts, Raymond. Decolonization .Routledge, 1998. 
 
Callaghan, John. Great power complex : British imperialism, international crises, and national 

decline, 1914-51. London; Chicago, Ill., 1997. 
 
Darwin, John. The End of the British Empire: The Historical Debate. Oxford, 1991. 
 
Gifford, Prosser and Louis, W.R. eds. The Transfer of Power in Africa: Decolonization, 1940-

1960. New Haven, 1982.  
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James, Lawrence. Imperial Rearguard, Wars of Empire, 1919-1985. Washington, 1988. 
 
Louis, Wm. Roger, and Robinson, Ronald, "The Imperialism of Decolonization," Journal 

of Imperial and Commonwealth History, 22 (3), 1994: 462-511. 
 
Tignor, Robert L. Capitalism and Nationalism at the End of Empire: State and Business in 

Decolonizing Egypt, Nigeria, and Kenya, 1945-1963, Princeton, 1998. 
 
Wasserman, Gary. The Politics of Decolonization: Kenya Europeans and Land Use, 1960-65 

Cambridge, 1976. 
 
White, Nicholas J., “Government and Business Divided: Malaya, 1945-57,” Journal of 

Imperial and Commonwealth History, 22 (2): 251-274. 
 
Gallagher, J. Decline, Revival and Fall of the British Empire. Cambridge, 1982. 
 
Davidson, Basil. The Black Man's Burden: Africa and the Curse of the Nation-State. 1992. 
 
Lance E. Davis and Robert A. Huttenback, Mammon and the Pursuit of Empire: The 

Economics of British Imperialism. Cambridge; New York, 1988 
 
Patrick O'Brien, “The Costs and Benefits of British Imperialism,” Past and Present, 120, 

1988. (A response to Davis and Huttenback) 
 
Ronald Robinson and John Gallagher, Africa and the Victorians: the Official Mind of 

Imperialism. 
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  Course No. 403(C/1) : Disease, Medicine and Public health in Modern India 

 

Western medicine came to India during seventeenth century through European doctors 

of Portuguese, French and British. In the Process of establishing the colonial rule in 

India, medicine directly supported the imperial needs in the colonies. While controlling 

the epidemics diseases, the colonial medicine slowly penetrated into Indian realms. The 

Public health measures and sanitary policies of the British had interfered with the 

affairs of India society in various ways. Being a new system of knowledge, the western 

medicine had complex interactions with Indian systems of knowledge particularly 

indigenous medical systems. It led to subordination of the indigenous forms of medical 

practices. On the other hand, the western medicine as ‘white magic’ provided 

legitimacy to the British rule by managing the health emergencies. Colonial medicine 

and health policies in colonial India thus, had a broader social, cultural and political 

significance. The purpose of this course is to provide an understanding of the 

development of the western medicine and public health policies and various responses 

from the people in India. 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

   Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Introduction to the field and historiography of colonial 10 1.2 

 medicine    

 Brief History of medical practices-ayurved, sidda and   

 Unani in pre-colonial India    

     

Unit - II Origin  of  western medical  knowledge  from 10 1.2 

 renaissance:    

 Birth of clinic    

 Concepts of the body    

 Diseases and medical cures   

    

Unit - III Introduction  and  Institutionalisation  of  Western 10 1.2 

 Medicine in India:    

 Mechanisms to the spread of western medicine   

 Medical education: schools and colleges   

 Hospitals, Dispensaries and asylums   

    

Unit - IV Medical practices and Policies: 10 1.2 

 Spread of Epidemic and other diseases –plague and anti-   

 plague measures, smallpox and vaccination, cholera,   

 malaria, venereal diseases, leprosy, fevers etc.   

 Social and cultural perceptions and descriptions   

 Various Public Health and sanitary policies and Acts   

 Method, Values and Practice of Medicine   

    

Unit - V Western medicine and Tribal society India: 10 1.2 

 Role medical Missionaries    

 Tribal medical practices and their notions of the health,   

 body, disease and cure    
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Suggested Readings: 

 

Arnold, David(ed.) Imperial Medicine and Indigenous Societies, Manchester University 

Press, Manchester, 1988.  
――.Colonizing Body: State Medicine and Epidemic Disease in Nineteenth Century India, 

University of California Press, Berkeley, 1993.  
――. The New Cambridge History of India. Science, Technology, and Medicine in Colonial 

India, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1999.  
Arnold, David, Colonizing the Body: State Medicine and Epidemics in the 

Nineteenth Century in India, University of California Press, 1993.  
--Imperial Medicine and Indigenous Societies. Manchester: Manchester University 

Press, 1988.  
Pannikkar, K.N. Indigenous Medicine and Cultural Hegemony: A Study of the 

Revitalization Movement in Kerala, Studies in History, Vol.8, No.2, 1992, pp. 283-308. 

Ramanna, Mridula. Indian Attitudes towards Western Medicine: Bombay, A Case 

Study, Indian Historical Review(IHR), Vol. XXVII, No.1, January 200, pp.44-55.  
Muneesh, Lal. The Politics of Gender and Medicine in Colonial India: the counters of 

Duffrine’s Fund, Bulletin of the History of Medicine, Vol. 68, 1994, pp.29-36. 

Marks, Shula. What is Colonial about Colonial Medicine? and What has Happened to 

Imperialism and Health? Social History of Medicine, Vol. 10, No. 21997, pp.205-219. 

Kumar, Deepak. Unequal Contenders, Uneven Ground: Medical Encounters in British 

India, 1820-1920, in A. Cunningham and A. Birdie, (ed.,) Western Medicine as Contested 

Knowledge, Manchester University Press, Manchester, 1997, pp.172-211.  
Klein, Ira. Death in India, 1871-1921, Journal of Asian Studies, Vol.XXXII, No.4, 1973, 

pp.639-59. 

James A. Paul. Medicine and Imperialism, in John Ehrenreich (ed.), The Cultural Crisis of 

Modern Medicine, Monthly Review Press, New York, 1978, pp.271-286. 

MacLeod, Roy. and Lewis, Milton. (eds.), Disease, Medicine and Empire: Perspectives on 

Western Medicine and the Experience of European Expansion, London, Routledge, 1988. Pati, 

Biswamoy and Mark Harrison. (eds.), Health, Medicine and Empire, Orient Longman, 

Hyderabad, 2001.  
Pati, Biswamoy. Situating Social History: Orissa 1800-1997, Orient Longman, Hyderabad, 

2001. 

Harrison, Mark. Public Health in British India: Anglo-Indian Preventive Medicine, 1859-

1914, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 1994. 

Foucault, Michael, The Birth Of the Clinic: An Archeology of Medical Perception, Tavisock, 

London, 1973.  
Bala, Poonam. Imperialism and Medicine in Bengal: A Socio-Historical Perspective, Sage, 

New Delhi, 1991.  
Ballhatchet, Kenneth. Race, Sex and Class under the Raj, Imperial Attitudes and Policies and 

their Critics, 1793-1905, Weidenfelf and Nicolson, London, 1980. 
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Course No. 403(C/2) : Caste and Tribes in Indian History 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Approaches towards caste and tribe: Marxist, Colonial, 10 1.2 

 Orientalist, Nationalist, and Subalterns, Dalit (tribe-   

 caste-peasant continuum)   

    

Unit - II Caste and Tribes in Ancient and Medieval India: 10 1.2 

 Varna, Jati (Mlecchas and Asuras), Bhakti movements,   

 state policy towards caste and tribes   

    

Unit - III Caste in Colonial India: Policy of the colonial state 10 1.2 

 towards caste (pre-1857); Policy of the Colonial State   

 (post-1857): the role of census and ethnography; Indian   

 Renaissance and caste issues; Perriyar and the Dravidian   

 Movement; Nationalist debates on caste (Gandhi and   

 Ambedkar); Temple entry movements   

    

Unit - IV Tribes in Colonial India: Criminalising the tribes; 10 1.2 

 Denotified tribes; Colonial policy of sedentarisation;   

 Tribal movements in colonial India: Birsa Munda,   

 Rampas, Dangs   

    

Unit - V Caste and Tribes in Post-Colonial India: 10 1.2 

 Caste: Caste reservation (the Mandal Commission), Dalit   

 Panthers movement, Caste   

 Politics and the Bahujan Samaj Party.   

 Tribes: Nehru, Elwin and the Northeast; the 6th schedule   

 and reservation; identity movements among the tribes;   

 policy on criminal tribes; development in tribal areas   

 (Jarkhand and Chattisgarh)   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Braj Rajan Mani, Debrahmanising History: Dominance and Resistance in Indian Society,  
Manohar, New Delhi, 2008. 

S. Bhattacharya and C. Rao (ed.), Past of Outcastes, Orient Blackswan, New Delhi, 2010. 

S. Jaiswal, Caste: Origin, Funtions, and Dimensions of Change, Manohar, Delhi, 2000. 

BR Ambedkar, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar: writings and speeches, ed. By Vasant Moon, 15 

vols., education Department, Govt. of Maharahtra, 1987-97. 

Meena Radhakrishnan, Denotified Tribes,  
KS Singh (ed.) Tribal Movements in India, Manohar-IIAS, 

DD Kosambi, Myth and Reality, Popular, Bombay, 1962.  
DD Kosambi, The Culture and Civilisation of Ancient India in Historical India, Vikas, 1965. 

DD Kosambi, An Introduction to the Study of Indian History, Popular, Bombay, 1956. 

RS Sharma, Sudras in Ancient India, Motilal, New Delhi, 1958.  
RS Sharma, Aspects of Political Ideas and Institutions in ancient India, Motialal, New 

Delhi, 1991.  
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Jyoti Rao Phule, Selected Writings, ed. By JP Deshpande, 1873. 

Rosalind O’Hanlon, Caste Conflicts and Ideology: Mahatma Jotirao Phule and the Low 

caste protest in nineteenth century western India, CUP, Delhi, 1985. 

Rosalind O’Hanlon, A Comparison women and men: Tarabai Shinde and the critics of gender 

relations in colonial India, Delhi, OUP, 1994. 

Gail Omvedt, Cultural Revolt in a Colonial Society: The Non-Brahmin movement in Western 

India, 1873-1830, Bombay, 1976. 

Gail Omvedt, Dalits and the Democratic Revolution: Dr. ambedkar and the Dalit Movement in 

Colonial India, Sage, Delhi, 1994. 

Gail Omvedt, Dalit Vision, Delhi, Orient Longman, 1995.  
Gail Omvedt, Buddhism in India: challenging Brakmanism and Caste, Delhi, Sage, 2003. 

Elanor Zalliot, From Untouchables to Dalit: Essays on the Ambedkar Movement, Delhi, 

Manohar, 1996.  
MSA Rao, Social Movements in India, Delhi, Manohar, 

2000. Kancha Ilaiah, Post Hindu India, Sage, 2010.  
Chinna Rao (ed.) Dividings Dalit, Rawat, 2010. 

Movies:  
Jabbar Patel 

India Untouched, Lenin (Documentary) 

Tishri Ajadi 
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Course No. 404(C/1) : Age of Nations and Nationalism 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Debates on Nationalism: Ernest Renan to Partha 10 1.2 

 Chatterjee, Eric Hobsbawm, Benedict Anderson,   

 Anthony Smith   

Unit - II Liberal Democratic Movements: The French Revolution, 10 1.2 

 1848 Revolution   

Unit - III Nation formation in Central Europe: Germany, Austria, 10 1.2 

 and Balkan region   

Unit - IV National Movement in China (till 1911) and Japan (Meiji 10 1.2 

 Restoration and Russo-Japanese war (1905)   

Unit - V Nationalism during the World Wars: Imperial 10 1.2 

 Expansion and rush for colonies, Fascism and Nazism   

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Rupeat Emerson, From Empire to Nation, Calcutta, 1960.  
C.A. Meartney, The Hapsburg Europe 1526-1918, London, 1950. 

H.J. Kaye, Classes and nations, London, 1963.  
Coup land R welsh, Scottish Nationalism. 
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Course No. 404(C/2) : Sub-nationalist Movements in Post Colonial India 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Definition of Sub nationalism. Theories of Sub 10 1.2 

 nationalism, Debates of Subnationalism   

    

Unit - II Sub nationlist movements in colonial India – rise of 10 1.2 

 linguistic  and  region  based  identities-  vernacular   

 movements, struggle against hegemonic dominance of   

 big nationalities, tribal identity movements, language   

 based unification movements, autonomy movements   

    

Unit - III Secessionist Movements in India – Tamil Secessionism, 10 1.2 

 Sikh Secessionism, Hindu hegemony, Naga   

 secessionism, secessionist politics in Kashmir, extremist   

 movements – secessionist insurgency in Manipur,   

 Mizoram and Assam   

    

Unit - IV Dominance of the Hindi speaking region in Indian 10 1.2 

 politics, Hindi subnationalism, Hindi-Hindu-Hindustan   

 axis- challenge to Hindi hegemony and rise of linguism   

 in India   

    

Unit - V Caste structure of India- Caste oppression and challenge 10 1.2 

 to Brahmanic dominance, Ambedkar, Phule and Naiker-   

 Non Brahmin movments in west and southern India,   

 caste based politics- resurgence of the caste movements-   

 Mandal Commission, Rastriyo Janata dal, Lok Shakti,   

 Bahujan Samaj Party, Dalit movements and Dalit   

 resurgence   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

Sajal Nag, Nationalism, Separatism and Secessionism 

Bipan Chandra et al, India since Independence  
Ram Chandra Guha, India after Gandhi 

Rajni Kothari, Caste in India  
E Zealot, from untouchable to Dalit 

Gail Omvedt, New Social Movements in India  
Gail Omvedt, Dalits and Democratic Revolution 

Alok Rai, Hindi Nationlaism  
Robert King, Nehru and Language Politics in India 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AUS/History/2015 



 83 

 
 
Course No. 404(C/3) : Secessionism and Insurgency in Northeast India 

 

Unit No. Course Content No. of No. of 

  Lecture Credit 

Unit - I Colonial state and politics of exclusion in North east 10 1.2 

 India, construction of otherness for north eastern tribals,   

 existentialist crisis, formation of political organisation   

 and defence of identity   

    

Unit - II Independence and the North east- separatist and anti- 10 1.2 

 merger movements, concept of sovereignty, struggle for   

 sovereignty in north east India   

    

Unit - III Secessionism turned to insurgency, Naga movement, 10 1.2 

 Mizo movement, multiple insurgency in Manipur and   

 Assam   

    

Unit - IV Financing the underground movement, parallel 10 1.2 

 economy, extortion economy, drug and contraband   

 trade, small arms proliferation   

    

Unit - V State responses to insurgency, carrot and stick policy, 10 1.2 

 countering insurgency, special power to the army,   

 underdevelopment and unemployment discourse, peace   

 initiative and politics of accords   

    

 

Suggested Readings: 

 

B Pakem, Insurgency in North east India 

 

Sajal nag, contesting marginality 

 

Subir Bhaumik, insurgent crossfire 

 

Prasenjit peace: peace in north east India 

 

Samir Das, peace process 
 
 
 

 

Course No. 405(C/1) : Dissertation 

 

A student would write a dissertation on the topic allotted by the department, under 

the supervision of a teacher in the department. 

 

Marks for internal would be awarded on the basis of presentation made by the student 

in the department. 
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