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Caioia 

We are happy to bring this volume of Social Work Journal on the theme of Social 
Work and Rural Community Development. This volume incorporates 14 papers 

contributed by 21 authors from the fields of Social Work and Rural Development. 
In the paper, 'MGNREGA and Rural Development in India', Amitabh Singh 

& Shashank Chandel discuss how MGNREGA has become a major factor for 

eradicating rural poverty and unemployment. The paper also provides an 

insight into how programmes like MGNREGA has influenced rural 

development not only by providing employment but also by ensuring 'equal 

pay for equal work' for both men and women. The authors also tried to 

highlight the substantial impact of MGNREGA in various sectors such as 

Education, Health etc. Finding suggested that the success of this Act depends 

upon its proper implementation and in this scenario, the community 

participation is very important to make this programme more effective. 

The article titled "MGNREGS Convergence: An Initiative in Dakshin 

Dinajpur District of West Bengal" emphasised the progress of Convergence 
work done under Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 

Scheme MGNREGS) in Dakshin Dinajpur District during the financial year 

2013-14, 2014-15, 2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18 & 2018-19 respectively for 

generating employment and creating assets. It also shows the recent trends of 

category wise work done under MGNREGS Convergence during financial 

year 2018-19 as per on-line MIS data of this District. The findings of the 

study reflect that the programme has generated more employment 

opportunities and assets creation after adopting Convergence strategy with 

the line department in Dakshin Dinajpur District. 

In the paper, 'Re-lgniting the Grassroot Debate: The Symbolic and 

Raj Substantive Significance of Women's Reservation in Panchayati Raj 
Institutions of Bihar'. The author tries to bring the success story of Hiware 

Women Bazar, highlighting the challenges and motivations of Elected Women 

Representatives (EWRs) as an attempt to re-ignite the efforts for a qualitative 

growth related to policy and practice of PRIs in the country. Findings 

critically reflect that election to a PRI designation does not mean 

to 
empowerment. It only puts elected representatives on the road to 

empowerment which they will attain slowly. They can be termed to be 

empowered only on the day they acquire the courage of conviction to take 

their decisions (both personal and professional) independently and have the 

capability' of implementing it. Finally, he concluded that it must be added 

that the process of EWRs empowerment can only be speeded up when the 

PRIs are themselves empowered and the 'women' both as a community and 

ii 
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Centres affects childbirth. The author concluded that all dimensions of health 

are intertwined. Without the achievement of one dimension, it is impossible

to achieve the other dimensions. Because of the lack of connection among 

these dimensions, people avoid institutional childbirth. Finally, the article 

enlightens the possible social work intervention in that prospect at micro, 

mezzo and macro level of social work practices. 
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MGNREGA and Rural Development in India 

Dr. Amitabh Singh and Shashank Chandel 

In India, out of total population of 121 crores, 83.3 crores live in rural areas (Census of 
India, 201l). Thus, nearly 70 per cent of the India 's population lives in rural areas. Ihese 

rural populations can be characterised by mass poverty, low levels of literacy and income, 
high level of unemployment, and poor utrition and health status. In order to tackle these 
specific problems, a number of rural development programmes are being implemented to 

create opportunities Jor improvenment of the quality of life of these rural people. The term 

"rural development is the overall development of rural areas to improve the quality of life 
of rural people. And it is a process leading to sustainable improvement in the quality of life 

of rural people especially the poor. The Rural development generally refers to the process of 
improving the quality of life of the people who live in less develop and economic well-being 
of people living in relatively isolated and sparsely populated areas. To remove rural poverty 

and unemployment, by way of generating demand for productive labour force in villages. By 
this way it provides an alternative source of livelihood which will have an impact on 
reducing migration, restricting child labour, alleviating poverty, and making villages self- 
sustaining through productive assets creation such as road construction, cleaning p o 
water tanks, soil and water conservation work etc. Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) is one which has been considered as the largest 
anti-poverty programme in the world. In this paper, based on the secondary data, an attempt 
has been made to comprehensively understand the development effort to rebuild the rural life 
and livelihood on the basis of various secondary data. 

Key Words: India; Rural development; Development; MGNREGA. 

Introduction 

There are no universally accepted approaches to rural development. It is a 
choice influenced by time, space and culture. The term rural development 
connotes overall development of rural areas to improve the quality of life of 

rural people. In this sense, it is a comprehensive and multidimensional 
concept, and encompasses the development of agriculture and allied 

activities, village and cottage industriees and crafts, socio-economic 

infrastructure, community services and facilities and, above all, human 
resources in rural areas. As a phenomenon, rural development is the end 
result of interactions between various physical, technological, economic, 
social, cultural and institutional factors. As a strategy, it is designed to 

improve the economic and social well-being of a specific group of people - 

the rural poor. As a discipline, it is multi-disciplinary in nature, representing 

Dr. Amitabh Singh, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Law, Assam University, Silchar. 

Shashank Chandel, Research Scholar, MGKVP, Varanasi. 
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