
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE 

ASSAM UNIVERSITY: SILCHAR 

 
No.AU/PSC/654(a)/2023/       Date : 19.05.2023 

 

 

N O T I C E 

 
It is hereby notified for all concerned that the Department of Political Science offers the 

Course 554 a (Human Rights : Theory and Practice) having 3 credits to all the students of 

Humanities and Social Sciences including the students of Political Science as Inter-

disciplinary course during the second semester for P.G Programmes for the academic year 

2022-23. 

Students can apply to Course Coordinator suratha.kumar.malik@aus.ac.in from 22-05-23 

onwards.  The criterion for selection is first come first serve basis.  The application needs to 

be duly forwarded by the HOD of the Parent Department.  The total numbers of seats 

available are 60(sixty) 

The format of the application and the Course Content is attached herewith. 

The last date for receipt of application is 26.05.2023. 

Course Co-ordinators:  1) Dr. Suratha Kr. Malik 

    2) Dr. Kanaka Rao 

 

Prof. T. Hari 

HOD_Political Science 
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Department   : 

 

Course Applying for : 

 

Whether applied for any other course: 
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Signature of the Student    Signature of the Head of the Parent Department 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Course No: 554a Human Rights: Theory and Practice (Interdisciplinary Core)       
Credits: 3  
Course Objectives: The main objective is to introduce students to the conceptual and 
theoretical knowledge on the subject of Human Rights. 

 It seeks to promote interest among the students with regard to issues and debates 

related to the state's understanding of rights from the perspective of the vulnerable 

groups through the application of constitutional provisions and instruments. 

 The course also contextualizes the problems faced by vulnerable groups and 

regions. 

 
Course outcomes:  
The main purpose of the course is to seek to sharpen the epistemological skills of students 
in relation to the various theoretical and practical aspects of human rights. 
The course will help students to prepare themselves for social and political discourses in 
the society and to prepare them for leadership. 
Knowledge on this important subject will also help the students to prepare for public 
competitive exams.      
 
Unit 
No. 

Course Content No. of 
Credit 

I Human Rights: The Concept and Safeguards: Meaning, Nature 
- Evolution, Theoretical Foundations 
- International Bill of Human Rights: UDHR, ICCPR, ICESCR  
– Cultural Relativism  
– Emerging Scenario: Solidarity Rights 
– Human Rights and Globalization 

 

II Human Rights and Vulnerable Groups: International instruments 
- Women (CEDAW) 
- Child  
_Rights of Disabled persons: UNCRPD 
- Refugee and  
- Internally Displaced persons 
- -Indigenous people (UNDRIP) 

 

III Human Rights in India:  
Indian Constitution and the Human Rights: Fundamental Rights, 
Directive Principles of State Policy Human Rights and Judicial 
Activism  
– Rights of Prisoners and Judiciary  
_ Issue of Transgender rights in India: Transgender Persons 
(Protection of Rights) Act, 2019. 
– Protection of Human Rights: National Human Rights 
Commission, State Human Rights Commission 
National Commission for Women,  National Commission for 
Minorities 

 

IV Human rights and Social Action: 
NGOs and Human Rights Movements: Amnesty International, 

 



Asia Watch, International Committee of Red Cross. 
NGOs and Human Rights in India: Land, Water and Forest Issues. 
Human Rights Movement: People’s Union for Civil Liberties 
(PUCL), People’s Union for Democratic Rights (PUDR) and other 
Civil and Democratic Rights Organization in India. 

V Human Rights in the context of North East India: 
Displacement in North-east-Types, causes and consequences  
-Role of enforcement agencies –Police, Security Forces 
-Assessment of Armed Forces Special Powers Act 
--Role of Human Rights Organisations in North-East- Naga 
Mothers Association, MeiraPaibi, KrishakMuktiSangramSamiti 
(KMSS) 
 

 

 
 
Readings: 
 

1. BasuDurga Das: Human Rights in Constitutional Law, New Delhi, Prentice Hall 

of India, 1994. 

2. Browline, Lane, (Ed): Basic Documents of Human Rights (2nd Edition), UK, 

Claredon Press, 1981. 
3. Dhamala R.R. and SukalpaBhattacharjee(ed), Human Rights and Insurgency in 

North East India, New Delhi Shipra,002 

4. Donnelly, Jack: ,Universal Human Rights: Theory and Practice, Ithaca Cornell 

University Press,1989 

5. Ellis Anthony, (Ed): Ethnic and International Relations, UK, Manchester 
University Press 1986. 

6. Falk Richard, Human Rights and State Sovereignty, New York, Holmes and 

Meur, 1981. 

7. Foesythe, David : Human Rights and World Politics, Lincoln, University of 
Nebraska Press 1983. 

8. Freeman, M. A. (2019). The convention on the elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination against Women. International Human Rights of Women, 85–105. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-10-8905-3_7 

9. Hatchard John: National Human Rights Institution: Common Wealth secretariat, 
London, 1993. 

10. Henkin Louis : The Rights of Man Today, Boulder Wintview ,1978 

11. JaswalParamjit S &NishthaJaswal (Ed): Human Rights and the Law New 

Delhi,APH,1996 

12. Lyer V.R Krishna: The Human Rights and Law, Indore Vedpal Law House,1986 
13. Pruthi, R. and Bakshi, S.R. (2013) Human rights in north-East India. New Delhi: 

Arpan Publications.  

14. Phillips, J.S. (2015) “The rights of Indigenous Peoples under International law,” 

Global Bioethics, 26(2), pp. 120–127. Available at: 
https://doi.org/10.1080/11287462.2015.1036514.  

15. Singh, S.B.P. (2001) Human rights in India: Problems and Perspectives. New 

Delhi: Deep &amp; Deep Publications.  

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-10-8905-3_7
https://doi.org/10.1080/11287462.2015.1036514


 

 

 

 
Copy to:-  

1. P.S to V.C for kind information of the Vice-Chancellor  
2. Dean, Jadunath Sarkar School of Social Sciences  
3. C.O.E, Assam University, Silchar.  

4. The Head, All Academic Departments, AUS.  

5. Director, Computer Center with the requested to upload it in the website  
6. Course Co-ordinator  
7. Notice Board  
8. File. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


